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April 1,2014 

  
   April brings a unique tradition to Foss Harbor 

Marina, none like you see in any other part of our nation, the Daffodil 

Festival.  We honor this spring flower like no other, it symbolizes to us in 

this area the end of a dark, cold, dreary 5 months of our existence.  It 

represents spring, sunshine and brighter days ahead, ahhh, and what a 

happy little flower it is.   

 We go so far as to have parades on land and in the water, we 

decorate floats and boats alike with thousands of daffodils, you see them 

on street corners, tables, desks and in fields.  We crown the young from 

our local high schools with the dubious title of Daffodil Princess  and have 

since 1934.   

 The Daffodil Festival has been a very long standing tradition that 

actually started in 1925 to replace the then dying hops industry in the Sumner/Orting Valley.   

 At the marina we have folks from all over and it occurred to me that this flower is not held to 

such a high regard in other parts of our nation.  I have literally been asked “What is a Daffodil?”  You 

can imagine my shock and amazement that not everyone has this sense of ceremony and ritual that 

comes once a year for this yellow beauty.   

 ON SUNDAY APRIL 13TH FHM WILL COME TOGETHER FOR OUR ANNUAL PANCAKE AND 

SAUSAGE BRUNCH!  We will bring homage to the little flower and watch the marine Daffodil parade 

hosted by Tacoma Yacht Club.   This is a great way to meet your neighbors and marina staff and just 

enjoy the outdoors on the water.  Bring a dish, bring yourself and of course, bring Daffodils.  See you 

there! 

                                                                    

Lori Natucci                                                                                                                                                                                       

General Manager 

  Tides & Times 

Save the day Sunday April 13thSave the day Sunday April 13th  
 

Please join us for our annual pancake and sausage brunch.  We 

will gather on the old hoist deck at 11:30 am to watch Tacoma 

Yacht Club’s themed “Neptune’s Garden” parade float by while 

we are indulging in great conversation and delicious food.  Bring 

your favorite breakfast dish to share - the more the merrier!  We 

are expecting a fun display; see you there! 
1 



                                          

Makes 8 servings 

                 Ingredients: 

•     1-1/2 teaspoons vegetable 

oil 

 6 shitake mushrooms, 

sliced 

 12 spears fresh asparagus, 

trimmed 

 4 thin-cut round steaks 

 2 tablespoons soy sauce 

 1/2 bunch green onions,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

green parts only 

1. Heat the oil in a skillet over medium heat.  

Add the mushrooms, cover and allow them to 

sweat over a low heat until soft.  Do not let 

them brown.  Meanwhile, bring a large pot or 

skillet of water to a boil.  Dunk the asparagus 

into the boiling water, then place into ice 

water to stop the cooking.  Set aside. 

2. Preheat the oven broiler.  Grease a broiling pan 

3. To construct rolls, lay the steaks out flat.  If 

your steaks are thick (very important) pound 

them into about 1/4 inch thickness.  Brush soy 

Japanese Beef Rol ls  

T h i s  i s  a  s i m p l e  d i s h  t h a t  

a d d s  a  t a s t e  o f  t h e  o r i e n t  

t o  t h e  d i n n e r  t a b l e  w i t h  

e a s e .   S o m e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

i s  r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  i t  c a n  b e  

p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a d v a n c e  

a n d  c o o k e d  o n l y  m i n u t e s  

b e f o r e  y o u r  r e a d y  t o  e a t .  

A  h e a l t h y  a n d  f i l l i n g  

m e a l ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e r v e d  

w i t h  r i c e  o r  f o r  t h e  c a r b  

c o n s c i o u s ,  b y  i t s e l f .  

sauce  onto the surface, then 

place a few mushrooms, a couple 

of green onions and 3 asparagus 

spears at one end of each steak.  

Roll up towards the other end to 

enclose, and secure each bundle 

with a toothpick.  Place rolls seam 

side down on the broiling pan. 

4. Roast under the preheated 

broiler until browned on top, 

about 3 minutes.  Turn the 

rolls over and brown on other 

side     2 –3 more minutes.  Be 

careful not to over cook, this 

could burn steaks or make 

them tough to eat.    Side 

notes:  If desired, sprinkle 

additional seasonings to beef 

to taste such as garlic or 

onion powder etc.  If you 

would like to add additional 

veggies, soften them with the 

asparagus.    ENJOY!             

Be a galley slave! Submit your 

favorite recipe to 

melynda@fossharbor.com 

 

        New Parking Polic ies for 2014  

 The City of Tacoma has recently com-

pleted much-needed renovations of the 

south-lot esplanade and seawall.          

Unfortunately, new engineering and city 

code requirements eliminated approxi-

mately 30 parking spaces by gates 7 & 8, 

which has forced us to reevaluate our 

guest parking accommodations.   

Here is the skinny-  starting May 1st there 

will be no guest parking passes issued 

between Friday and Sunday, nor will 

there be guest passes issued on holidays.  

We understand that this new policy may 

Initially cause minor inconvenience, but         

the bottom line is this: Foss Harbor   

Marina is here for YOU, and as such, 

accommodating the parking needs of 

our marina tenants is our number one 

priority.  

On weekends, guests will be required to 

park in the affordable pay lots located to 

the north and south of the marina (Cost 

is approx. $2-3 per day). Guests are wel-

come to utilize the 15 and 30-minute 

loading zone spaces while unloading, 

prior to parking in the guest lots.  

And now, perhaps the most important 

new detail regarding summer parking: 

The state, in its infinite wisdom (who elected 

these people, anyway?) has removed the   

marina’s ability to search vehicle plate     

numbers through the WA DOL, which means 

that ANY vehicle not clearly displaying a 

TENANT PERMIT or GUEST PARKING 

PASS will be considered illegally parked and 

will be towed. This means that even though 

you may have been here for 10 years (and we 

thank you for that), you CANNOT assume 

that we will recognize your vehicle. ALL   

VEHICLES MUST HAVE A PARKING PASS. 

Folks, we seriously cannot stress this enough.  

If you do not have a valid parking permit, you 

can get one in the office. Or, if you forget 

your permit, you can obtain a temporary pass 

from the office. Call us w/ ANY questions! 

GALLEY SLAVE   
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 A new look at picking up a mooring buoy-- We are fortunate to have many Washington State Marine Parks 

with mooring buoys or if you are really lucky you might even have your own out in front of your house.  After 

buying Shatoosh, my Albin 25, and cruising her to the Salish Sea I wanted to safely moor on my favorite mooring 

buoys, but the critical concept was how could I do it from the cockpit as a single hander? My answer came from a 

man in the Albineers of British Columbia. I keep asking myself, why are those Canadians so darn smart?  

 I purchased a heavy duty, wide mouthed, stainless steel snap shackle, with lots of line (about 2x the length of 

the cockpit to the bow), which I hooked to my aft cleat near my cockpit with a bowline. Then I ran the line forward 
along the inside deck thru my bow cleat and brought it aft outside of my bow railing and back to my cockpit and 

secured it to a grab bar. The photos shown here are a preliminary, temporary setup and do not reflect my current  

set-up. 

  I approach  the mooring buoy along the starboard side, put the engine in neutral, and walk back to the 

cockpit, grab my boat hook and my shackle and as the buoy meanders up to the cockpit I casually grab the buoy ring 

with the snap shackle or if there is wind and lots of current I will use my boat hook to grab it. Now I am secure. I 

pull  in the extra line and cleat it off to the aft cleat. If the wind  looks like it might pick up, before dark I go thru the 

cabin and out the hatch to the foredeck to secure an extra line through the buoy ring as a back up. Now I can sleep 

through the night.  

 When I am ready to leave the buoy, I reverse my tactics. I first release the cleated aft line and motor up to 

the buoy, put the engine in neutral, reach out over the cockpit  opening and unhook my shackle from the mooring 

ring. I have only run into a problem one time and that was in a high wind/seas with the tide running another 

direction. But that's another story.  

 Here is another man's solution to that other problem of the buoy banging on the hull, as the tide/current 

keep you pinned to it. Jim from Fox's Secret calls it a stand off pole, which keeps the buoy away from the bow's hull. 

He runs a line thru the inside of a PVC pole and attaches a swivel shackle to the end of the line. It takes two people 

at the bow to get it all hooked up, but everyone on Fox's Secret sleep thru the night. Now the secret is out.   

 Why didn’t I  think of that?  B y  H i r a  B a r b a r a  R e i d  

 

 

To learn more about Barbara and 

Shatoosh’s 8000nm adventures ex-

ploring the navigable waterways on 

the west coast  go to http://

shatooshandpashmina.blogspot.com  
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               The 2014 boating season is just one or two more rainy weekends away.   It's this time of year that 

many of  us begin thinking about the task of cleaning that build up of grime that has once again been 

left behind by winter. Dirt in the small corners, moss on and under anything that has sat unmoved 

for the last few months, mold in canvas, etc.  We just want it gone!   

   Having our vessels on the Foss Waterway with its unique location to downtown Tacoma, 

convenient access to destinations both north and south is a great plus, but with that comes 

some special considerations with regard to water quality.  We all know the story about how 
much was spent on the clean-up of the Foss and with that there are some requirements put on 

us about how we clean our boats.  Some of you have approached me individually asking about 

these restrictions so in an attempt to both clarify and avoid any problems with the state and 

federal agencies concerned here is a quick recap of those rules.  

 Detergent type cleaners of ANY kind are prohibited.  That includes those marketed as "Low or No Suds" 

type.  This presents a challenge to us.  There are a number of recipes for cleaning that contain things such as citrus 

oils, vinegar, baking soda, etc. that do work.  They may require a bit more elbow grease but they do work.  You can 

pick up a list of these at the marina office.   The use of power-washers are permitted but again, water only.  When 

using them observe the water surrounding your boat.  If there is any discoloration or sheen, milkiness, standing suds 

of any kind, there is a problem.  The biggest culprit with fiberglass boats is the oxidation that occurs and pressured/

hard washing tends to remove this all at once.  These need to be lightly rinsed until such time as they can be 

properly buffed and waxed. 

 At and below the waterline cleaning of any kind is not permitted.    If your wanting to clean the bottom but 

are not having your boat hauled you can move outside the water way to a mooring ball off of Ruston or anchor and 

have a diver clean it there. 

 Dock lines, running rigging, canvas do very well when taken to a commercial laundry and washed in one of 

the large front loader machines.  Put some liquid fabric softer in the cycle, you'll be amazed at how supple the lines 

are after.   PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT THIS AT THE MARINA LAUNDRY FACILITY.  The machines are not 

designed for this.  

 Lastly, minor top side repairs such as sanding and refinishing of wood and fiberglass are allowed as long as 

none of the dust can be seen floating on the water.   Again this is a challenge but with the proper preparation and 

tools it can be accomplished.   Those of you using a contracted service for work, (particularly general cleaning) 

please don't assume they know the restrictions.   It's your responsibility to inform them of our special circumstance. 

 I hope this has been helpful in preparation for spring cleaning of your respective vessels.  Safe and happy 

boating! 

                                    Scottie M. 

                    Operations Manager                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

                        Scottie’s Scuttlebutt 
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Fresh daily in your marina store: 

DELI SANDWICHES -                    

CHIPOTLE CHICKEN WRAP -     

RANCH CHICKEN WRAP -           

BLTA WRAP -   TURKEY WRAP                        

CHICKEN CAESAR WRAP      

HONEY MUSTARD WRAP + MORE! 4 



Fools and the sea… 

Ah, April Fool’s Day … for some reason that phrase always quietly 

resonates with me!  Aren’t we all just a little bit foolish in our fascination 

with boats and boating?  And if you suggest not, let’s just take a look at a few 

of the many forms of on-the-water foolishness … you just might recognize 

yourself in here somewhere! 

 

The Tool Fool – this is the guy that has everything to repair stuff that will 

never break on his boat, usually in carbon fiber, chrome plated, mounted or 

stored all in order, ready immediately to repair the stuff that never breaks.  

Once all “tooled up”, the Tool Fool often transmogrifies into a Gadget Fool.  

Gadget retailers love this stage in a guy’s life. 

 

The Rules Fool – there are actually several sub-fools wrapped up into this 

category: one is SO committed to sticking to the Rules of the Road, he 

actually causes a collision; another type of Rules Fool doesn’t give a hoot 

about the Rules whatsoever, and invariably blames the other vessel when 

involved in a collision; yet another is vaguely aware of the Rules, kind of 

knows they’re important, but has never taken the time to sort out the facts, 

the myths, and the reality on the water. 

 

The Buoy Fool – knows not what any aid to navigation means.  Also 

referred to as The Buoy Phooey, you’ll often see them aground in spots where 

most boaters know better than to venture.  Clearly, they know more than 

everyone else on the planet … just ask them.  Their motto: Damn the chart – 

full speed ahead. 

The Get All Nautical Fool – you’ve all seen a boat (or house) adorned 

with way too much cutesy nautical stuff, like porcelain sea gulls, fake fishing 

nets, scallop shell wind chimes, a mounted trophy salmon that electronically 

burps “Smoke this!” when you pass by, anyone that paints their boat red (like 

the fire engine of their unrequited youth), or someone that actually names 

their boat trailer … you know, anything essentially Bayliner Chicque. 

Flagship Maritime Footnotes          By Captain Skip Anderson   Photos by Jan Anderson                                                                                                                                 

 

The Electronic Fool – fooled into believing that surrounding his 

defenseless magnetic compass with as many EMI-producing boxes as 

possible (a.k.a. the “Defiance Syndrome”) will make him a bigger man.  

This is akin to staring at your dash display during rush hour traffic on I-5 

… brilliant plan.  This same fella buys four $10 EPIRB’s off Craigslist (more 

is better, right?), even though they’re obsolete. 

 

The Know No Knot Fool – there’s a reason we call them Snowflake 

Knots … because no two look alike.  Pile on the figure eights, then 

heck, throw in a couple of sevens and nines while you’re at it, maybe 

even an H, and (fingers crossed), your boat might still be there when 

you return from your liquid lunch.  Here’s a tip: this is a terrific way to 

lose a perfectly good anchor. 

 

The “I Think I’ll Switch Genders” Fool – this refers to the guy 

that once a sailor, pretends to become a power boater, or vice versa.  

Frankly, I don’t even know where to start with this one.  One simply 

shouldn’t attempt to defy genetic coding. 

 

Fortunately, we are blessed with countless good fools lurking about as 

well … 

The countless volunteers that run sailing regattas every year … club 

officers that members crucify over the tough calls they must make … 

the dad laboring over the bright work on his old wooden classic, that 

his son may treasure those memories after his father is gone … the 

gifted mechanic head down / butt up in your bilges, solving that 

problem when you need it most … the owner of any America’s Cup 

syndicate … the romantics that use water as the backdrop for their 

very lives … everyone that works in a boat-related industry, not for the 

money, but for the passion … the boat builder that creates a dream from 

which you cannot avert your gaze … on and on and on and on. 

 
Without boats, I would not be.  I am a fool indeed, surrounded by 

fools, and I love it.  You? 

                     www.janpix.smugmug.com 

5 



 Very few visitors to our boat will ever get to see 
me.  My pets are Wayne and Tanya, we live aboard  
M/V Tiffany, but don’t tell anyone that.  
 

       My name is Lilli, which they say is "short" for 
Lilliputian.  I am afraid I don't even want to know 
what that means. They say I am a "scaredy cat."  I 
prefer to hide from humans that I don't know VERY 
WELL.  And don't ask me to go outside...it's TOO 
SCAREY out there! 
 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four 

legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 

 

  Foss photos of the month 

  Thank you Lorenzo Silva for these photos of our busy & bustling yet beautiful & 

peaceful waterway.  Don’t you just love living here?  If you have a photo of Foss Harbor or the waterway 

please send them to melynda@fossharbor.com 

Pets On The Poop Deck 

Don’t come 

ANY closer… 
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