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April 1,2015 

  It is already shaping up to be a busy season for Foss Harbor Marina, 

with lower fuel prices, new docks and the hustle and bustle of 

construction having peaked people’s interest. Boats are finally selling 

(mine included), people are finding jobs and the market seems to 

have turned the corner. If you have been a boater for over ten years, 

then you may remember the days of 6-month to 5-year waiting lists - 

depending on location and slip size needed - which made Washington 

a marina operator’s paradise! We anticipate with the amount of 

moorage we are selling to be at full capacity by early summer, so if 

you have friends that are thinking about coming on over, tell them to 

get their slip—and hurry! With a full marina can also come some not 

so popular issues - parking being first, pets ranking a high second and 

followed by dock/boater etiquette. There are some days where we 

end up spending a large portion of our time policing and enforcing the basics.  If you have 

been here for a while and see something not quite right or someone doing something 
pretty blatant, let us know in the office so we can help these folks be a better marina 

neighbor. Sometimes what we might consider to be obvious is not so evident to others 

and a gentle nudge in the right direction is all they need. Never feel bad for doing this, as 

FHM is your marina and, for some, your home; we must do all we can to look out for it. 

 

Our annual Marine Daffodil Pancake and Sausage 

Brunch is right around the corner on Sunday, April 

12th at 11:30, at which time I look forward to seeing 

many of you who I rarely have the opportunity to see. 

We call this our  boating season “kick off” event 

because, by now, boaters are ready to get outside and 

start mingling. With the ongoing construction, we will 

have a part of the driveway on the north side blocked 

off and set up for the event.  With the covered docks 

gone, the view will be fabulous; now let's just hope the 

weather will be the same. 

Enjoy the season! 
                                                                  

                                                        Lori Natucci                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

General Manager                         General Manager 

  Tides & Times 
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After a several year decline, the boating industry is finally showing signs of life again, which we briefly touched on in last month's 

"First Mate's Watch" article. Between the improving economy, increased new & used boat sales and lower fuel prices, there are 

numerous reasons to be optimistic about the trajectory of our favorite pastime. One issue that has yet to gain a lot of attention, 

however, and an issue that has significant potential impact to the future of our industry, is the rapidly-increasing age of the average 

boat owner in America.  

A 2013 article by Soundings Trade Only magazine, a well-respected marine-focused trade magazine, the average age of new-boat 

buyers has increased from 45 to 53 since 1997, while the percentage of new-boat buyers under the age of 40 has dropped from 33 to 

16 percent. Even more striking is the fact that there are currently twice as many individuals over the age of 65 buying boats than 

those under the age of 40. A quick perusal of the Foss Harbor Marina Facebook page reveals that 61 percent of our followers are over 

the age of 45, while a mere 19.24 percent are under the age of 35. To be sure, although these figures don't necessarily impact the 

boating and marine industry right now, the potential long-term ramifications of this trend could result in massive changes to boating 

going forward. And while it's certainly fair to wonder how any of this affects how YOU use your boat, these trends could ultimately 

alter the number of new boats built, the styles of boats built, pricing of boats & moorage and so on.  Now that we've got consistent 

data over a several year period, we can attempt to determine why this alarming trend is occurring, and, more importantly, what we 

can do to help reverse it.  

There's no doubt that the economic downturn of recent years has served as the primary catalyst, often making boat ownership 

unfeasible for individuals under the age of 40 - both due to high cost of ownership and job market uncertainty. The cost of purchasing 

and maintaining a boat has steadily increased over the last 15 years, with fuel, insurance premiums, moorage and mechanical parts & 

labor at an all-time high - not to mention the fact the purchase price of a new boat can often rival (if not surpass) the dollar amount of 

the average mortgage in the United States! Additionally, when an individual or family feels instability at work, worrying either that 

their jobs could disappear or that incomes could decrease substantially, owning and maintaining a boat quickly falls to the bottom of 

the priority list.  

Another notable hit to the popularity of owning a boat to those in the 40 and under demographic is the vast number of alternative 

entertainment and recreational options, many of which are less expensive and  more easily attainable than becoming a boat owner. In 

an age of easy to use, on-demand technology that provides virtually instant gratification - often at minimal cost, education or effort - 

activities like boating or traveling in recreational vehicles has fallen out of favor amongst the younger set.  

Yes, the economy is well beyond our control and it's obvious that innovative new technologies are here to stay and will only continue 

expanding; however, there are ways that we can all do our part to facilitate the growth and popularity of recreational boating: 

1. Share your love of the water with children, family & friends - The passion for boating is often passed down for generations. 

Memories of loved ones and the nostalgia of carefree summer afternoons gone by will always be the most effective marketing tool for 

the marine industry. Even if you can’t take long trips, head out as often as possible and take friends or family with you! 

2. Make use of social media to document your adventures - Have you ever seen a friend's Facebook photos of white, sandy 

beaches and umbrella drinks and thought "Boy, I wish I was there...."? Exactly. Share your favorite cruising destinations and vacation 

photos liberally via Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, etc. Besides, who doesn't like making the neighbors a little jealous? 

3. Unplug and untie - Ok, maybe "unplugging" is somewhat contradictory to #2, but sharing your love of boating with others means 

that you must first maintain your own relationship with that special boat in your life. Sometimes the best way to do that is to shut off 

the cell phones and computers, leave life's distractions at the dock and rediscover what life on the water is all about.  

What about your ideas? Do you have any particular ways in which you've shared the exhilaration of cruising the Puget Sound with 

others? If so, we'd love to hear from you! Email me at Ian@fossharbor.com or share with us on Facebook!  

 

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager 

        First Mate’s Watch  
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  You don’t want to miss our Annual Pancake and 

Sausage Daffodil Brunch on Sunday, April 12. Breakfast 

is served at 11:30am and the Tacoma Yacht Club’s 

Daffodil Marine Parade will be floating by shortly after. 

This year’s theme is “Shine your light.” We will have a 

part of the driveway on the North side blocked off and 

set up for the event. Please feel free to bring your 

favorite breakfast dish to share if you are so inclined- 

the more, the yummier. We always 

look forward to a great turnout and 

nice variety of cuisine made by 

those who attend. Be there!  

 

 

 SAVE THE DATE - April 12 
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Foss Harbor Marina is looking 
for summertime help! 
Do you have or know a college student 
that is good with people, desires to 
work around the water, computer 
savvy and can work full-time? Must be 
18 to apply; contact office at 272-4404 or 
Ian@fossharbor.com 

YOUR AD HERE FOR FREE! 

Advertise your marine  

related business, help or 

services wanted, for sale 

and free items. Send your     

submissions to Melynda@fossharbor.com 

 

Welcome in spring with a watercraft 

rental right here at Foss Harbor. You can 

rent single or double kayaks or try a 

stand up paddleboard (SUP). Do you own 

your own kayak? If you bring a friend to 

rent with us, you may use our launch to 

go out together! Mention you saw this ad 

and get $10.00 off any two hour rental  

through May 31. See you on the water! 



    It's spring again and I know everyone is starting to think about those chores 

to get our boats ready for the upcoming season. With that in mind, I have just a 

few reminders. The Foss Waterway has the unique distinction of being a Superfund 

site, which means when washing off the winter grime, no detergents are allowed. If 

it creates suds of any kind it's not to be used. That presents a challenge and I've 

found the best solution for me is a pressure washer. If you don't own one it's 

worth the cost of a rental for a day; they do the trick and save your back from all 

that scrubbing.   

 When doing that engine maintenance job, don't forget that the marina has waste oil, bilge water, mixed 

or fouled fuel, solvent and anti-freeze disposal. Please don't put any of these in our trash facilities. If you 

have any questions as to the location of the disposal containers just ask us and we'll direct you. 

 If you were away from your vessel for most of the winter, take a good look at your dock lines for chafe 

or fray. Check those shore power cords at either end for evidence of any corrosion/heat issues. Take some 

time to reacquaint yourself with the docks themselves. Where are the fire hoses and extinguishers, throw-rings 

and safety ladders? If you observe any issues with the dock, please let us know so we can address them.   

 When you're away from your boat, please keep your finger piers and docks clear of personal items such 

as chairs and crab pots, etc.  

 All of us here at Foss Harbor Marina are looking forward to the upcoming season and seeing old and 

new faces.  Till next time, safe and happy boating. 

                                 Scottie M. 

                                Operations Manager                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

                        Scottie’s Scuttlebutt 

Celebrating Tacoma's rich maritime heritage - past, present and future. 
fosswaterwayseaport.org 

Peek in our attic and share in our Dream 

Join us May 17th -  Foss Waterway Seaport Opens for the     

Season !!   Foss Waterway Seaport 2015 Program 

“Tacoma, This is Your Waterfront”    

Scheduled events  

       April 12                     Daffodil Boat Parade 

       April 12                    “Boys in the Boat” - Books and Boats                       

Partnership Program with Pierce County Library  

       May 16                      Dragon Boat Festival  

       May 17                      Foss Waterway Seaport Public Opening   

       August 8 & 9              T-Town Sailing  

       July 18 & 19               Maritime Fest 

Books & Boats | Foss Waterway Seaport | Tacoma | April 12, 12-4 p.m.  
Enjoy free admission to the museum and partake in family activities including rowing demonstrations,        
stories and more. At 1 p.m. Pierce County Library Executive Director Georgia Lomax interviews Judy 
Willman, daughter of UW crew member Joe Rantz. No tickets required. 
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The Yanmar 1GM10 is the simplest of diesel engines, and mostly it just works. Its natural reliability can lead one down the path 

of negligence, however, and so it has been for me with regard to the zinc that is embedded in the cooling channels of the 

engine block. 

 

The engine block has a zinc anode because it is raw-sea-water cooled, and because this water is frequently salt water, the 

potential for electrolysis within the engine block is substantial.  The problem is that this zinc is hard to get to, requiring moving 

the alternator out of the way so as to get a wrench or a socket near the bolts that hold the zinc-bearing plate in the block. 

Having done so, the plate comes off easily enough, and I had the zinc and necessary gaskets on hand.  My intentions were good, 

you see… I’ve had these parts for two years, knowing that it had almost certainly been too long since the zinc was last 

renewed. The evidence: 

 

 

 

    The Wages of Zin(c)     

  

GALLEY SLAVE   
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Breakfast of CHAMPIONS! 

Baked eggs with spinach and bacon 

Nothing left. Not the smallest        

remnant of zinc to be found. Cold 

comfort, having been right. Bad form, 

my procrastination, and that of others 

before me. To the right is what the 

new zinc looks like, installed on the 

plate, which was then re-installed on 

the engine block: 

The actual renewal of the zinc anode took just minutes.  Getting to it took 2 hours, and putting it all back together took 40 

minutes or an hour.  I'm resigned to going through this once every other year or so. Maybe again at the end of the trip north, 

as that should be about 500 hours, the interval the manual recommends for zinc renewal.  

svripple.blogspot.com 

INGREDIENTS:                                    

6  s l i c e s  a p p l e w o o d -

s m o k e d  b a c o n  

1  5 - o u n c e  b a g  b a b y  

s p i n a c h  

2  w h o l e  w h e a t  o r  

s o u r d o u g h  E n g l i s h  

m u f f i n s ,  s p l i t  

h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  w e l l  

t o a s t e d  

4  l a r g e  e g g s  

4  t a b l e s p o o n s  h e a v y  

w h i p p i n g  c r e a m  

S p e c i a l  e q u i p m e n t :  4  1 -

c u p  r a m e k i n s  

YIELD: Makes 4 servings 

ACTIVE TIME: 30 minutes 

TOTAL TIME: 45 minutes 

PREPARATION:   

Preheat oven to 400°F. Cook bacon in large skillet 

over medium heat until crisp; transfer to paper towels. 

Pour off drippings from skillet; reserve drippings. 

Add spinach to pan, sprinkle with pepper, and toss 

over medium heat, 1 minute. Transfer to strainer set 

over bowl to drain. Brush four 1-cup ramekins with 

drippings. Crumble bacon.   

Place 1 toasted English muffin half, split side up, in 

each ramekin. Divide spinach among ramekins, then 

sprinkle bacon over, dividing equally. With back of 

spoon, shape well in center of each ramekin. Gently 

crack 1 egg into well in each ramekin, keeping yolk 

intact. Drizzle 1 tablespoon cream over each egg. 

Sprinkle with salt and pepper.                                                          

Bake eggs until whites are just set but yolks are still 

runny, 14 to 16 minutes.                                                             

Per serving: 284 calories, 17 g fat, 4 g fiber 



 

She sits with the wary eyes of an old 

patient seadog, and is adorable when 

doing her tricks for us in the office, but 

beware! If you have a pork chop in hand 

or try to board the s/v Simplicity she 

calls home, Gracie will take your ankles.  

We ruff you Gracie! 

 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four legged family 

member to melynda@fossharbor.com 

        United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
             Flotilla 130-03-03 Tacoma 

 
The sun has started making appearances so I’m sure thoughts of getting out on the water are 

coming to mind. Let’s take this time to make sure all of our Personal Protective Equipment is 

serviceable and physically on the vessel when going underway. You may be wondering what 

serviceable means when it comes to Personal Floatation Devices. Please check to make sure 

they are out of the manufacture packaging and they have no rips, tears, or mold on them. Also be sure to store them 

somewhere on your vessel that is easily accessible in case of an emergency. If you have an inflatable PFD make sure the 

indicator on the arming device is in the green. Reminder: You must be at least 16 years of age or older to use an 

inflatable PDF and it must be worn at all times when on the water. Children 12 years of age and below must 

wear a PDF at all times when on the water per Washington State Law. 

SAFETY RECALL: 

DETAILS: Kidde disposable fire extinguishers that are red, white or silver and are either ABC– or BC-rated. The ratings 
are to the right of the name plate. They were sold at Home Depot, Menards, Walmart and other stores from August 
2013 to November 2014 for between $18 and $65. They were made from July 23, 2013, through October 15, 2014.  
Kidde will replace the extinguishers for free.  

WHY:  A faulty valve can cause the extinguishers to not fully discharge when the lever is repeatedly pressed and 
released.  

INCIDENTS: 11 reports of fire extinguishers failing to discharge as expected. No injuries have been reported. 

HOW MANY: About 4.6 million in the U.S. and 175,000 in Canada. 

FOR MORE: Call Kidde at 855-283-7991 from 8a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or visit www.kidde.com and 
click on Product Safety Notice. 

Come visit our Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/flotilla33tacoma 
 

 

 

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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Tax-time Tip for Boat Owners from BOAT U.S.  
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Deducting mortgage interest associated with a second house, such as a ski cabin or lake cottage, 

is easy to  understand, but many don’t realize that a boat qualifies in this category.  As a rule of 

thumb, if it’s got a bed, a head, and a galley and you can reasonably live aboard—nope, that 15 footer 

on your trailer out back doesn’t count—it qualifies for the second home deduction.  As always there 

are caveats: you can’t already have a second home you’re deducting; if you do, you must choose to 

deduct only one of them. Also, check with your tax professional if you paid sales tax on a new boat 

last year. You may be entitled to a deduction under the Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014.              

-A.D. 

Battleship Health  

 

Happy Spring! 

 

Ok, so the weather is warming up, which is wonderful! But this is also the time for some 

other health concerns which are not always so grand. Allergy season is here so to combat  

allergies and other maladies, for which I am now carrying a new line of blended essential oils. 

One of these is specifically for allergies and has a fresh, sweet and woody aroma. Use to ease 

cold-like symptoms caused by an allergy. Contains 10 pure single note oils, including         

Eucalyptus (a powerful decongestant), antiseptic Himalayan Cedar wood, which is fused with 

soothing French Lavender and Roman Chamomile. Steam, inhalation or diffusion is the recom-

mended delivery method. I also have one for headaches, clear mind, and revitalizing. 

 

Another note about spring, which seems to be the time of year lots of people injure them-

selves, what with spring cleaning and boat projects and all. Have a care for your backs! Be 

careful how you are lifting things and know when to take breaks. Stretch before and after a 

long day of working and remember: not everything has to be done in one day! And last but 

certainly not least, come in and get a massage before you need one! 

 

In the meantime, please feel free to call me for an appointment at 253-203-6784 or check out 

my web page at affordablemassagetacoma.com and don’t forget to like us on Facebook! Thank 

you!! 

 

Tracy’s office is located upstairs from the marina office. Get a massage, then relax on your boat! 



 
     Not So Tall Fish Tales 
                By Shaun Morey BOAT U.S. Magazine  Illustrations: Gary Hovland  

 "Are all anglers liars, or do all liars fish?" goes the old saying. Not according to this writer, who claims every one of these stories 

is completely and utterly true!  

 

N e a r s ig h t e d  M o n k f is h  
While leaning over the rail of a boat off the Belgian coast, Gosselin Deleus lost 
his prescription glasses. A month later, the glasses were discovered in the belly 
of a monkfish. Deleus learned of the discovery while reading a local fishing 
magazine that had reported the catch. He contacted the fisherman, who re-
turned the glasses. 

 

B ig  G u lp  
It sounds like a great advertisement: John Bembers was fishing from a boat on 
Lake Michigan when he dropped his watch overboard. Three years later, Tho-
mas Kresnak discovered the watch — still ticking! — inside the belly of a 42-
pound salmon. 

 

Frozen To The Lake 

It was a typically cold winter's day in 
central Maine when fishing guide 
Greg Trefethen and a pal were drill-
ing holes with a power auger through the thick ice on Long Pond. Rumors of a fat lake 
trout had both men willing to brave the freezing temperature, but as the mercury 
dropped, they were eager to bait their hooks, set their traps, and return to the relative 
comfort of their nearby ice shanty. 

Trefethen, who wore prosthetic legs after losing both while stationed aboard a naval ves-

sel that ran afoul of a particularly powerful typhoon, quickly bored their first hole, but as 

he began to remove the heavy auger, a fountain of icy water surged from the hole and 

sloshed over his prosthetic feet. 

As Trefethen worked the auger free of the ice and set it on the snow, he found his feet 

had frozen in place. Literally. Unable to move, Trefethen called out to his friend to hurry to the shanty and retrieve a hammer and 

chisel. Minutes later, the men began to hammer and chip away at Trefethen's artificial toes. Halfway through the ordeal, a local 

ranger checking for fishing licenses spied the unusual scene and hurried to help. 

"As the ranger closed in," Trefethen said, "I decided it would be funny to play a practical joke on him. These guys are usually pretty 
bored this time of year, so I started screaming in pain. I yelled out that I was losing my feet to frostbite. His eyes widened and he 
rushed up to us. That's when I unhinged my legs and dropped to the ice. He was so shocked he didn't think to ask for our fishing 
licenses, which was a good thing because my buddy's license was expired and he hadn't 
renewed it yet." 

 
Aq u a r i u m  Sn a t c h  
When fisherman Matthew Clark stood in front of the cameras and accepted his first-place 
check, the crowd cheered. His bass was a lunker at 13 pounds and easily outweighed the 
competition in the annual Bailiwick Bass Club Open — until local bass fisherman Shane 
Bentley spotted something familiar. Bentley had recently visited a nearby aquarium, where 
he'd seen a similarly sized fish swimming in one of the tanks. Both fish had unusual mark-
ings across their foreheads. Bentley returned to the aquarium and alerted the director, 
who discovered the bass was missing. Local police were called, and Clark was arrested. 
Turns out the tournament cheat was desperate to pay off a debt, so he broke into the 
aquarium at night by scaling an adjacent cliff with a rope ladder. After a thorough            
investigation, Clark admitted to the theft, was fined 100 hours of community service, and 
forbidden to enter future local tournaments. 
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