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April 1, 2016 

After months of cold rain, 

wind and seemingly endless 

gray, it finally appears that 

spring and our beloved (if 

not painfully brief) boating 

season is upon us! As 

we’ve touched upon in the 

last couple newsletters, 

you can expect to see a 

flurry of activity in the 

coming weeks, both by 

marina team members and 

fellow boaters. The marina 

is just about finished with 

our dock cleaning and shore                                                                                                                    

power pedestal detailing, so everything should be clean, sparkling and ready for a great season! In anticipation of 

the substantial increase in traffic at the marina, here are a few extremely important items to be aware of: 

 Parking permits & guest parking—Always remember to have your marina tenant permit clearly 

displayed in your vehicles. Unidentified vehicles without passes will get towed, especially in the summer 

time when parking is at a premium. On that note, please remember that we do not issue guest parking 

permits Friday thru Sunday. You can always get a guest pass Mon-Thurs (1 per slip per day). 

 Pets—We love your pets almost as much as you do, we promise! That said, it is imperative that you 

be courteous of others when your pet is visiting. This means always keeping them leashed at the 

marina and picking up after them when they make waste. Bag dispensers are by Gate 5, 6 and 8; you 

can also get one from the office.  

 Security—As much as we all love summer, it means a lot of additional folks will be down on the 

waterfront, including the occasional character of, shall we say, less than reputable character! It is very 

important that you always keep your vehicles locked with nothing of value inside or visible in any way. 

Even empty boxes or bags can be enough to interest a prospective thief, so take extra precaution to 

avoid this. Also, please do not prop open dock gates, even for loading or unloading, and do not open 

the gate for folks who don’t have keys - your neighbors will thank you. See you around the marina! 

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager                                                                                             

  Tides & Times 
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A recent sunrise on the Foss Waterway in Downtown Tacoma 



 That’s right, folks, we are going to feed you pancakes and sausage!  

And serve you mimosas! You definitely don’t want to miss our 

annual Pancake and Sausage Daffodil Brunch on Sunday, April 17th. 

Breakfast is served at 11:30am and the Tacoma Yacht Club’s Daffodil 

Marine Parade will be floating by shortly after. This year’s theme is 

“Fun in the Sun.” We will have a part of the driveway on the north 

side blocked off and set up for the event. Please feel free to bring 

your favorite breakfast dish to share if you are so inclined- the 

more, the yummier. We always look forward to a great turnout and 

nice variety of cuisine made by those who attend. Be there!            

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Apri l  17th -Daf fodi l  Boat  Parade Brunch!  
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Do you have a fantastic photo of the marina, waterway 

or city? Send it to melynda@fossharbor.com 

Foss Photo of the Month              

Via Instagram 

 

In the great Pacific Northwest,  April 

showers bring May flowers. Even on a 

cloudy, drizzly day, this is our             

gorgeous view. 

Follow Foss Harbor on Instagram for 

tons of fun photos, not only from us but 

from your community around the Sound 

and around the world! 

#boatlife 

 



   

   10 Best Boating Apps for 2016 

Foss Harbor Marina is  
looking for a full-time 
dock attendant with a        
construction/maintenance 
background. Must be a 

people person, computer savvy and an 
all-weather kinda guy or girl. Must be 
18 to apply; contact the office at            
(253)272-4404 or Ian@fossharbor.com. 

We are interested in 

buying paper charts... 

Specifically those for 

here to Alaska, but 

any that are not           

being used and need 

a new home. 

 

Carol and Bob  

702-305-7513 
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Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com it’s 

FREE! 

Navionics Boating – GPS                                                  
Time and time again, when we speak to boaters and ask 
them what GPS app they’re using, Navionics Boating is 
the answer. Navionics is free to download and offers in-
app purchases for charts and other upgrades, such as 

autorouting. Navionics Boating is available for 
both iOS and Android devices. 

 

NOAA SuperRes Radar HD 
(iOS) or RadarScope (Android)                      

In order to enjoy the day safely on the water, a 
close eye must be kept on the weather. If 

you’re on iOS, in our experience the best radar 
app is NOAA’s SuperRes Radar. It has very hi-resolution and incredi-
ble accuracy. If you are on an Android device, RadarScope is just as 
good and accesses the same data. These apps are not only good for 
boating, but just great to have any time you want to see what kind of 

weather is rolling in. 

                                                                                                   
Windfinder                                                         

Ideal for sailors, kitesurfers, windsurfers and more, this 
app allows you to see the wind, waves and weather 

across the globe in real time. Windfinder is available for 
free (iOS andAndroid), or you can purchase the ad-free 

pro version (iOS and Android).  
 

USA Tides                                                                                  
If you boat and/or fish in saltwater, having the latest            

marine tide information at your fingertips is invaluable. 
USA Tides is available for both iOS and Android and 

displays tide information for all stations in the US. 

 
Animated Knots                                                                 

Animated Knots by Grog is a broad teaching and                
reference tool for boaters and other hobbyists. With step-
by-step instructions and, you guessed it, frame-by-frame 
animations, this app teaches you to tie knots at your own 
pace. For five dollars, you really can’t go wrong. You can 

download this app for iOS or Android. 

FishingScout                                                              
A great resource and social app for anglers. The app al-

lows you to upload photos of your latest catch, describe the 
conditions of how you caught it, study other locations 

where fish were caught, add friends, view their photos and 
more. Available for free on both iOS and Android. 

 
 

Dockwa  
The Dockwa app allows boaters to view marinas in their 

location, select a destination and request a slip or mooring, 
all from their mobile device. Once the marina approves the 
reservation, payment is processed seamlessly through the 
app. Dockwa hopes to be the Open table of boating. Check 

out Dockwa on iOS or Android. 
 
 

 

Swell Advantage                                                             
Swell Advantage is a social boating app that lets you see 
where your family and friends are out on the water, includ-
ing where they are headed and their speed. Custom notifi-
cations inform you when family and friends get on the wa-

ter. It’s free for iOS andAndroid (beta). 
 
 

Boatrax                                                                          
Boatrax lets you keep detailed records of your boat while 

capturing and sharing your moments with family and 
friends. You can share your location and photos with 
friends and the boating community. You can pick up 

Boatrax for both iOS and Android. 
 

 
Camera app         

 Last but certainly not least, make sure you use your camera 
app to document all your boating adventures this year and 

share it with us on Facebook and Instagram!  
 

 

http://www.navionics.com/en/mobile-pc-app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/navionics-boating-marine-lakes/id744920098?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=it.navionics.singleAppMarineLakes
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/noaa-superres-radar-us-hd/id505555988?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/noaa-superres-radar-us-hd/id505555988?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.basevelocity.radarscope&hl=en
http://www.windfinder.com/apps/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/windfinder/id336829635?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.studioeleven.windfinder&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/windfinder-pro/id336901296?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.studioeleven.windfinderpaid&referrer=utm_source%3Dproductpage%26utm_medium%3Dweb%26utm_content%3Dbutton
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/usa-tides-free/id465814696?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.net.veronasolutions.TideData
http://www.animatedknots.com/purchase.php?Categ=purchase&LogoImage=LogoGrog.png&Website=www.animatedknots.com#ScrollPoint
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/animated-knots-by-grog/id376302649?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.animatedknots.knots&feature=search_result
https://fishingscout.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fishingscout/id440081037?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thirdstack.fishingscout&hl=en
https://dockwa.com/
http://www.opentable.com/start/home
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dockwa/id991884112?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.dockwa.dockwa
http://swelladvantage.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/app/apple-store/id991343632?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.swelladvantage&hl=en
https://boatrax.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boatrax/id925715779?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.boatrax&hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/discoverboating/
https://www.instagram.com/discoverboating/


WALKS FROM FOSS HARBOR #3, by Linda Gresham 

The Wide and Inviting Esplanade along the Foss Waterway (formerly 

known as the City Waterway) with 2 and 3 mile versions 

After last month’s up and down walk through downtown Tacoma, this is an easy 

“walk in the park” or down the esplanade along the Foss Waterway. You can decide 

to take the two or three mile version (total) as you go along. Here you may see 

kingfishers, sea gulls, marine ducks or a peregrine falcon out hunting. Be sure to try 

one of those crazy benches which can change the direction you sit by flipping the 

back over, admire the boats in the marinas, and think about what you might want to 

eat up at Freighthouse Square. Leave from the ramp you call yours, turn south to 

head to the end of the waterway. You may run into neighbors out enjoying this easy walk, so look for them at each gate you 

pass. You’ll pass the south end of our Foss Harbor Marina and the old Sea Scout building slowly rotting away. Alan keeps the 

vegetation from overgrowing the walk every year. Daffodils pop up in the gardens in the spring, and a pink rose bush has pro-

vided great aromas for the gate 8 residents.  

There is a bargain parking lot right past the Sea Scout Building, good in case your guests 

come on the weekends--$3 for 10 hours. Try finding this deal in Seattle. Now you enter 

the territory of the future. The sign says a “future park”;  keep your eyes open. Next, take 

the shoreline esplanade past The Fish Peddler and the public dock for short stays. Next on 

the right is the Esplanade, new condos on the right, and 6 large bronze art pieces by artist 

Ed Kroupa on the old volleyball court on the left. There’s an empty lot on the right next, 

but it’s already been spoken for. Look for construction soon. The next large building on 

the right is Thea’s Landing, condos and apartments, pizza shop on Dock Street and the   

Social Restaurant on the water side. 

You can’t miss the impressive Glass Museum when you see the shallow pond display of 

shiny glass representing the steam that comes off a cup of hot tea (“Fluent Steps”). In 

Walk #4, I’ll describe this place and the good free entrance days. That’s another walk!  

Keep on the wide walk past the Albers Mill apartments and offices. All this territory has 

an interesting history right from the start of Tacoma back in the 1880s. So much has 

changed and will keep changing. Talk to some old timers, and read some local history 

about sailing ships, lumber docks, railroad terminals, flour mills, and Thea Foss  herself.  

By the way, have you noticed Mt. Rainier off to the SE?  On a sunny day, you’ll have a 

real thrill on this walk. Good thing to have some benches around to enjoy the view. 

Keep moving past the new Henry Apartments and turn under the 21st Street White Cable 

Bridge by the “Dr. Seuss trees”. Here is a park with free parking and a restroom. Take the 

bridge (over the end of the waterway) which features names of historic boats and trains in 

the concrete barriers, has light shades to direct the light to the sidewalks and not up to the 

sky as well as railroad track railings. Dock Street ends here, so take a right on the “D” 

Street pedestrian crossing, and continue down to Puyallup Avenue. Here you can turn 

around for a one-way one mile walk, two miles total back to your boat. 

Just one block up is Freighthouse Square, the old train station which features a truly international mix of food shops as well as 

the Olive Branch café and Tea Room, an elegant lunch spot. Not hungry? One more block up “D” is the Bookstore with .5  

million used books. One more block up you’ll find the Tacoma Dome and the LeMay America’s Car Museum entrances. And 

you’ll be at the 1.5 mile mark which will give you a good three mile round trip walk. Once here, enjoy the beautiful panorama 

of Tacoma. Hope you have a good walk back! Until next month, Linda Gresham 4 



Kathy first saw Andy when her niece’s dog had 6 

puppies, and he was only 6 weeks old. All the other 

puppies were spoken for except Andy, whom had 

been nicknamed little orphan Andy. Kathy then told 

her sister he was no orphan anymore as his 

irresistible little face bamboozled Kathy’s heart. She 

brought him home that day and Andy has been 

boating ever since. Kathy & Jeff have owned several 

different boats all of which Andy has enjoyed 

although he seems very comfortable on their sailboat  

“Natural High”. 

Andy looks forward to spring as we all do and enjoys 

his rides in the dingy (as you can plainly see, left) of course 

always with his life jacket! Andy is the best boat buddy! 

Thank you Kathy for your submission!  -FHM 

   

We’ve got SPRING FEVER here at Foss Harbor! Here is one more reason for you to come on down today and 

bring the family. We’ve got single and double kayaks as well as stand-up paddle-boards. Reserve online 

fossharbormarina.com or call the marina office, 253-272-4404. See you soon! 

 

Pets on the Poop Deck 
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Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  

Send a photo of your four legged     

family member to 

melynda@fossharbor.com 



Avoiding Problems At The Repair Shop 
1. Selecting A Repair Shop                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Before choosing a facility, ask for referrals from fellow boaters or someone you trust in the marine business. Also, conduct an Internet search for online reviews, visit 

boat-owner forums to learn what your neighbors think, and look for complaints with the Better Business Bureau. Finally, check with us at BoatUS to see if members 

have filed compliments or complaints about a particular company. Keep in mind that while their rates may be higher, shop owners who invest in good diagnostic 

equipment and in technicians certified both by manufacturers and by the American Boat & Yacht Council typically offer better service.  

2. Get It In Writing!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

As the old legal saying puts it, if it's not in writing, it didn't happen. Verbal agreements are often misunderstood, so a written agreement can save you a big headache 

later. Once you've chosen a shop, obtain a written estimate of the time it will take to complete the repairs and the amount it will likely cost. Don't forget to ask if 

storage fees will be charged once the repair has been completed. Even if you have a long-term relationship with a shop, don't skip these steps. It's a business, so treat 

it that way. If having your old parts returned to you is important (as it will be if you have to file an insurance claim), write that into the estimate as well. If money is 

tight, include a "not to exceed unless called" dollar amount. Remember that because boat (and engine) repairs can be complicated, unforeseen obstacles can crop up 

during the repair. Ask the shop what similar repairs have cost and what kinds of problems are possible. Make sure you're very clear on what the shop's labor rates 

are and when they're charged; many shops start charging when workers leave the shop, not when they arrive at your boat. 

3. Is There A Warranty?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

You need to know if your repair will be covered by a warranty. Don't assume. Usually shops offer a 30-, 60-, or 90-day warranty on their work. If so, ask if it covers 

parts and labor. "Don't worry about it" is not a warranty. If a shop's warranty policy isn't stated in writing, ask for the coverage to be written into your repair esti-

mate. Most shops won't include service calls to your boat should the boat break down while under warranty, but ask; if it's close by, they might. One thing that will 

almost certainly invalidate your warranty is if, out of frustration, you have another shop try to fix the problem. Warranty law generally allows a shop a reasonable 

number of attempts to correct its own work. 

4. Remove Valuable Items                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Many BoatUS members have asked us over the years to help them get a repair shop to reimburse them for items they say went missing from their boat while it was 

in the shop's care. Unfortunately, without proof, such as a dated picture of the items on the boat with the shop shown in the picture, you'll face an uphill battle. It's 

best to remove valuable items (especially small electronics, personal items, and fishing gear) from your boat before bringing it to the shop. 

5. A Picture Is Worth $1,000                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Take a few pictures of your boat from all sides while it's sitting at the shop. Then, if a big scratch appears that wasn't there before, you'll have a picture to prove it. 

Take more pictures inside if that's where the work is to be done. It's a lot easier to get a shop to fix a stained seat or ripped canvas if you have proof that the damage 

wasn't there before. Check the boat again before bringing it home, and point out problem areas before you pay. If the shop says it will take care of it, get that in writ-

ing. Make sure all your photos are time stamped, and take more pictures than you think you need. 

6. Don't Let It Languish                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Sometimes we get complaints from a member that begin, "A few months ago, I brought my boat to XYZ Repair, and they haven't even started on it yet." Bringing 

your boat in for repair and not checking on it for three months is a bad idea. Never tell repairmen that you're in no hurry and that they can work on it when they get 

around to it. You risk being pushed to the back burner. Even if you aren't in a rush, don't let the boat languish. The longer it sits at a shop, the more likely it can get 

damaged or have parts "borrowed" from it. Just as important, inquire frequently about ongoing repairs. While there are often legitimate delays due to parts sourcing, 

weather, and personnel issues, if you think you're being put off, you probably are. It's often better to cut your losses and go to another shop than hope for the best. If 

you can't get to the shop and have no one that can check on it for you, ask the shop to send you pictures of the work in progress; that may motivate the workers. 

7. Inspect Repairs And Invoices                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

When the shop calls and says your boat is ready to be picked up, look carefully over both your bill and your boat. If everything has gone per plan, there should be no 

surprises. If there's a disputed charge and the shop refuses to help you, note it on the invoice, but pay your bill in full — by credit card, if possible. If you don't pay the 

bill in full, the shop can obtain a lien on your boat even if the repair is faulty. You'll be in a much stronger position to work out problems if you pay the bill by credit 

card and dispute it later. Next, make sure you sea-trial your boat within the warranty period. If there are problems, it's important to find and report them right away; 

the shop's warranty starts as soon as you pay for the work. Members who have work done at the end of the boating season and put their boat away before testing 

the repairs can get a nasty surprise in the spring when they discover that the repairs are faulty and that the warranty is up. 

8. When Something Goes Wrong                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Most of the time, a shop will work with you if there's a problem; after all, they want return business. But if there's a faulty repair that the shop can't or won't fix, you 

may have to call in a third-party expert, such as a certified mechanic or surveyor. If the shop refuses to cooperate regarding a disputed charge or repair, send a writ-

ten complaint to the shop, and keep all invoices and correspondence to document your complaint. If you paid by credit card, you can get the credit-card company 

involved by disputing the charge. If you still can't get anywhere, you can file a complaint online with the BoatUS Consumer Protection Bureau While we help resolve 

many complaints every year and often have considerable influence, we don't have legal authority to compel a shop to cooperate; in the end, you may have to resort 

to small-claims court. Again, not paying the bill isn't really an option because it can result in a lien being placed on your boat, and you don't need that hassle while 

trying to work out a solution. Good service or bad, you'll need to pay the bill first, then prove that it's unfair. One more thing: Don't take to the Internet to bash the 

shop; that's guaranteed to stop whatever communication you had and will make it much harder to find a solution. The good news is that the vast majority of shops 

are in business for the long run and will usually work hard to resolve problems. Having these few hard-won tips in your back pocket can help you avoid poten-

tial shoals and keep you where you want to be — on the water.     By Debbie Schaefer 6 

http://my.boatus.com/consumer/submitcomplaint.

