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People frequently ask me what managing a marina entails, and 

they’re usually surprised to find out just how diverse, 
interesting and (occasionally) complicated the job can be. The 

general consensus amongst those unfamiliar with the industry 
is that us marina managers do little more than spend our days 

lounging about on boats, sailing or fishing. As much as I wish 
that were the case, nothing could be further from the truth! 

The fact is, it’s often difficult to find the time to enjoy all of 
the aforementioned activities, particularly in the summer 

time, as I and my extremely hard-working crew are here to 
facilitate your ability to lounge about on your boat, go sailing 

and fishing! All of that being said, I wouldn’t trade what I do 
for the world, especially on days similar to the one featured 

in the photo to the right. How many people get to see that 
kind of amazing sunset and expansive view of 

Commencement Bay from their office? I do and I’m grateful 

for the opportunity to do so.  

 

In addition to my responsibilities running one of the largest full-service marinas in the state—including the 2nd largest live-aboard 

community in the entire Puget Sound, I also serve on the board of a local non-profit, the Tacoma Waterfront Association. TWA is an 
exciting, energetic organization dedicate to the continued growth and development of Tacoma’s 21 miles of shoreline. Some of our 

2018 initiatives include the expansion of the Foss Waterway’s no-wake zone, increasing security and police patrols along Dock Street 
and the addition of several new recreational opportunities throughout the waterfront, particularly on the esplanade. One of our first 

free events will be a summer concert series on the esplanade, right in front of 
Albers Mill at the public amphitheater.  Local jazz musician Michael Powers will 

be playing  on June 17th from 1-2:30PM and we’d love to have you come check 
it out! We’ll also be having our annual crab feed fundraiser at the Foss 

Waterway Seaport on Tuesday, June 19th at 5:30. Tickets will soon be on sale 

and will be posted on the marina Facebook and in the newsletter, so stay tuned!  

 

It’s incredibly important that our waterfront gets the resources and attention 

that it deserves, and most of our local business districts simply overlook the 
entire Dock Street/Ruston Way area. We’re currently in need of members and 

volunteers; if you want to get more involved with the waterfront, email me at 
Ian@fossharbor.com. Family memberships start at only $65 and business memberships start at $200. Or, if you would simply like 
to donate to our cause, you can do that as well (TWA is a 501© 4 nonprofit). Feel free to reach out for more information, or you 

can check out the TWA website at www.tacomawaterfront.org. See you around the marina!  

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

  Tides & Times 
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An evening sunset on the Foss Waterway—photo credit: Ian Wilkinson 



That’s right, folks, we are going to feed you pancakes 

and sausage! And serve you mimosas! AND it’s going to 

be sunny outside (I made that last part up, but we have 

had amazing weather each year, knock on wood)! It’s 

that time again, so don’t miss our annual Daffodil 

Brunch on Sunday, April 15th. Breakfast is served at 11:30am and the 

Tacoma Yacht Club’s Daffodil Marine Parade will be floating by shortly 

after. While you are waiting to take in the splendor that is the TYC 

Daffodil Parade and chatting up your favorite neighbors, we will be 

topping off your cup with refreshing mimosas and filling your plate 

with delicious sausage and griddle cakes. This year’s theme is 

“Traditions in Bloom”. Please feel free to bring your favorite breakfast dish to share - the more, the yummier. We 

always look forward to a great turnout and nice variety of cuisine made by those who attend. See you there! 

 

 

 

April  15th-Daffodil  Boat Parade Brunch!  

Parking Regulation Reminder—As we move into spring and the sun starts peeking 

out, we want to make sure everyone is up to speed on parking procedures. Monday –Thursday we are more 

than happy to write you ONE guest pass for the day/night. Friday through Sunday, NO guest passes are given 

out, which helps ensure that all residents have a parking space during the busy summer months. Offsite park-

ing in one of the neighboring Republic lots is only a couple of bucks for around 10 hours. Please direct your 

friends to the proper marina guest parking areas (this would be ONLY in the GRAVEL LOT by Gate 6, again, 

Monday through Thursday) and it is very important to make sure they (and you) are displaying a proper             

parking pass. We will have unauthorized cars without current parking permits towed. 

The lot at Rock the Dock restaurant (535 Dock Street, about 1 block north of  

Foss Harbor) has both inexpensive parking ($3 for 10 hours) AND a public dock. 

This means you can temporarily tie your boat up on the public dock and have 

your friends park and load up right there on weekends! Of course your          

comrades are welcome to load up at the marina using a 15 or 30 minute parking 

zone and then go find public parking, but by using the public dock, you can do it all in one shot! 

If you have questions or concerns, please come see us in the marina office before parking somewhere                          

questionable.  Thank you! 2 



 

Foss Photo of Month  

  

Sunset in our backyard. 
Isn’t boat life amazing? 
Thank you to Kevin Ham-
blin for sharing this lovely 
photo. Do you have a 
beautiful or unusual photo 
of the marina, waterway or 
Tacoma? Submit them to 
melynda@fossharbor.com 
to be published as our 
Foss photo of the month! 

 

How to subscribe to our text alert system:  Receive weather warnings, 

important alerts and package arrival notifications.   Text keyword:                    

fossharbor to 41411. You will receive a text asking if you want to join. Reply: Y, then 

you will receive a welcome text. Text keyword: #name then you will receive a text 

asking for your name. reply with your first and last name. To unsubscribe at any time, 

text keyword: stop.  
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Pets on the Poopdeck 

This sweet little puppy is “Daisy”. 

Daisy lives aboard M/V Hassayampa 

with her pet Paris. Daisy is a sweet 

& fun loving dog with the                    

personality of Forrest Gump.  Some-

times Daisy even lets Paris drive the 

boat! Remember, life is like a box ’o 

chocolates; you never know what 

you’re going to get!                                       

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send your 

submissions to melynda@fossharbor.com 



 

 

 

 

Barkley  

Join hundreds of local          

organizations, businesses, and 

community members in           

celebrating everyday                   

opportunities to create a 

healthier and more sustain-

able South Sound                           

community.  The 2018 South 

Sound Sustainability Expo 

features new workshops, 

more kids activities, and out-

side fun.  
 

                                                                         http://www.southsoundsustainabilityexpo.org 

 

Look forward to: 

 New workshops 

 Local food trucks 

 Free screen printing 

 Mini Farmers Market 

 Green architecture exhibits 

 Electric Bike Ride & Drive And more! 

                                                                                

Hosted by the City of Tacoma to share the most valuable sustainability resources with the community. set 

Are you REALLY ready for boating season? 

Every spring, marinas across the country come alive with activity. Boats 

get cleaned and waxed, engines get oil changes, hulls get painted and sails are inspected.  So, 

with all of that, your boat is now ready for cruising, BUT, are you and your crew ready? Boating 

and sailing can be loads of fun, but there are inherent risks that come with the activity. Acci-

dents and emergencies can arise at anytime. Someone can fall overboard while you are an-

chored (seen it happen). An engine can die mid-transit (been there). A fire can start from some-

thing as simple as a head pump stuck running (I’ve got that t-shirt too).  So, are you prepared to 

address these emergencies as they arise? Have you actually practiced emergency drills onboard 

your vessel? Have you thought about how you might actually pull an unconscious individual out 

of the water? Keep in mind, that person may not have come from your boat. Practicing for 

emergencies can help you as much as it helps others. I have had the opportunity to respond to 

multiple emergencies on the water over the years, and in each situation, the training and practice of emergency drills specific to the 

vessel I was on were key to how we as a crew responded to the needs of other mariners in their time of distress. Being familiar with 

your vessel and the specific ways in which you need to address emergencies on your boat can mean the difference between life and 

death, for you or those who you may be called to assist. 

Some drills that every person who spends time on the water should think about are man-overboard, collision, fire, and damage           

control. 

Boating Safety Day is Saturday, April 28, 11am to 3pm. Vessel safety checks, Washington State Parks Vessel ‘Walter’ will be here to 

check out. Coast Guard Auxiliary, US Power Squadron, and much more! Stay tuned on our Facebook page for more info! 

—Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 4 

http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/one.aspx?objectId=18996


The Local Notice to Mariners (LNTM) is published weekly by the US Coast Guard. It details changes 

to charts, changes to navigation aids and will also include temporary changes or notices that are 

important to safely navigate our local waters. You can learn more about LNTM’s and sign up to 

receive them for free in your email at: https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?

pageName=lnmDistrict&region=13 

   

We’ve got SPRING FEVER here at Foss Harbor! If you haven’t done so 

yet, here is one more reason for you to visit the water and bring the 

family. We’ve got single and double kayaks or try one of our stand up 

paddleboards! Reserve online at fossharbormarina.com or call the 

marina office at 253-272-4404. Your adventure starts here! 
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Landlubber’s glossary of  nautical terms 

1. Anchor Light: A small light designed to discharge the battery by morning. 

2. Chart: A type of map that which shows exactly where you are aground. 

3. Emergency mooring lines: Old ropes too rotten to use regularly but too good to throw away. 

4. Estimated position:  A place you have marked on the chart where you are sure you are not. 

5. Rope ladder: A ladder designed to get you into the water but not back out.  

6. Rhumb line: Two or more crew members waiting for a drink. Spelling is archaic. 

7. Great circle route: The ship’s course when the rudder is jammed.  

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmDistrict&region=13
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmDistrict&region=13


 

Brand new in the box Force 10/Eno            

3 burner propane drop in cook top. 

Galley design changed, too much $ to 

ship it back. Fisheries Supply wants 

$386+tax for this item, but they are 

out of stock. Copy and paste the ad-

dress below into your browser for 

more information. 

www.fisheriessupply.com/eno-stove-lpg-

cooktop-stove-3-burner 

 

 

 

Call or text Jack  

(253)973-0019 
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Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

Attn: Some framed picture prints were                   

mistakenly given away to a resident here last 

month while in the office lounge area. If you have 

these prints please give Ben a call, they belong to 

him and he would like them back. 253-208-1588. 

We apologize for any inconvenience. 

http://www.fisheriessupply.com/eno-stove-lpg-cooktop-stove-3-burner
http://www.fisheriessupply.com/eno-stove-lpg-cooktop-stove-3-burner

