
         Spring has Sprung April 1, 2019 

April seems to have snuck up on us, and that means boating season is fast approaching. It is about now that I usually 

start getting that excited feeling in my stomach in anticipation of all the on the water fun in the works. Weekend 

cruises, 4th of July, and for many of us, a week or more in the San Juan Islands. Now is the time to get the boat 

cleaned up and any maintenance issues addressed. It also means busier days at the marina. We have a few events 

coming up at the marina that I hope you can all join us for. See below for details, and, we’ll see you on the docks! 

                                                           

WA State Boaters Card Class 

April 27th & 28th, Foss Harbor will be hosting a class to get 

your boaters card! You must attend both days, the sessions 

usually run from 9am to 4pm both days. Once again we will 

have the amazing Kevin Pisani teaching, he always makes the 

class fun and interesting. The cost of $35 covers the class and 

the card. Stop by or call the marina office to sign up.  

  Tides & Times 
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April 14th - Tacoma Yacht Club Daffodil Parade Brunch 

That’s right, folks, we are going to feed you pancakes and sausage! And 

serve you mimosas! AND it’s going to be sunny outside (I made that last 

part up) It’s that time again, so don’t miss our annual Daffodil Brunch on 

Sunday, April 14th. Breakfast is served at 11:30am and the Tacoma Yacht 

Club’s Daffodil Marine Parade will be floating by shortly after. While you are 

waiting to take in the splendor that is the TYC Daffodil Parade 

and chatting up your favorite neighbors, we will be topping 

off your cup with refreshing mimosas and filling your plate 

with delicious sausage and griddle cakes. Please feel free to 

bring your favorite breakfast dish to share - See you there! 



Why Aren’t Millennials Buying Boats? 
 

The Financial Hurdle: Forbes and Time magazines recently reported on a 2017 
analysis of Federal Reserve data by the advocacy group Young Invincibles, showing 
that today's young people earn 20 percent lower incomes, amass half as many as-
sets, are less likely to own homes, and have 50 percent of the net worth of boomers 
when they were the same age. The situation is particularly dire for those with student 
debt who saw median net worth plunge by 92 percent from $86,500 in 1989 to 
$6,600 in 2013. 

Financial strain came up as the number-one challenge for the young boaters. Cost is 
the big factor, but it's not just the boat. It's the truck to tow the boat, maintenance, 
fuel. It adds up; but is worth it.  

While owning a boat can be pricey, there's also a misconception among non-boaters 
that boat ownership is reserved for retirees and trust-fund babies.   

 

Getting Greasy & Sailing Anxiety: Most 20- to 40-somethings didn't grow up with a 
torque wrench in one hand and a soldering gun in the other. While our parents' gen-
eration spent their teens rebuilding old cars, we spent our time building websites. 
The initial learning curve when getting into boat ownership can be overwhelming for 
anyone, but more so for a generation without foundational skills in mechanics and 
building. Having something break on the water can be an intimidating prospect. 
Davey Williams, 29, of Ohio's Lake Erie Islands, also thinks the fright factor might be 
a bigger issue than cost: Young people can be intimidated by boating. Some think 
it's dangerous and those who can afford a boat can be too nervous to own one. 

 

A Changing Mindset: The appeal of boating transcends age, and 20- to 39-year-
olds love boating for the same reasons their parents did. They see it as an opportu-
nity to socialize, create family memories and adventures, and unplug from work. In 
fact, boating has the potential for a watershed moment among millennials. Many of 
us are now reaching a place in life where boats are a financial reality. As a genera-
tion, we're marrying later, having kids later, and buying cars and homes later. So 
why wouldn't boat ownership also be delayed?  -Boat US Magazine 

 

 Boat Clubs & Millennials:  

 Boat clubs are front runners in the sharing economy and have been around 
since 1989. 

  When you join a boat club such as Freedom Boat Club, you get unlimited 
access to a fleet of boats without having to buy, maintain, store, trailer and 
insure a boat. 

 Boat clubs are popular with the Millennial and Baby Boomer generations but 
for different reasons.  Millennials enjoy the ability to get access to a boat 
when they want without having to have the responsibility and time                        
commitment of ownership.  Baby Boomer enjoy the added concierge service 
and the 'no-hassle' boat experience.  Both groups often live in condos or             
areas that makes storing and tailoring a boat a challenge, particular in urban 
areas.   

 Boat clubs offer a range of boat sizes, training to navigate and operate the 
boat safely and multiple locations across the US, Canada and Europe. 

 We love having Freedom Boat Club right here at the Foss Harbor Marina and 
have seen the club grow dramatically over the past 18 months as more people learn how convenient and cost effective 
the club can be! 

 For more information, contact Sara or Shawn at the Tacoma location: 253-414-0155.   
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I’m sure that most of you here are aware of and 

make use of the glass and mixed recycle bins provided to us 

by the city. Although we encourage all of you to use this 

service to its fullest, in recent weeks we have seen an in-

crease in the improper use of these bins. This results in the 

city refusing to empty the bins in question, which means one 

of the Foss Harbor employees must then sort through and 

remove the offending items. Please take the time to review 

the provided information, particularly the                                 

“NOT ACCEPTED” portion. To expand on the numeri-

cal listed items, here are the major issues we've been ex-

periencing. Numerical designation refers to city provided 

info card, shown right. 

#8 - Drink and food canned goods MUST BE 

RINSED OUT. This applies to glass recycling as well. Re-

move any metal lids from glass containers and discard. 

#10 - Soiled paper products ( i.e. napkins, paper 

plates, paper towels, tissue, pizza boxes, etc.) are consid-

ered garbage. These items should go in with normal trash. 

#11 - 14-Scrap metal, wood products, Styrofoam and 
foam rubber, garden hoses, cloth items. Cardboard shipping 

containers must be devoid of foam-type packing materials 

which are garbage. 

#18 - These items are a major issue.                              

Nontransparent bags will be considered garbage! 

Empty the contents of these bags into the recycle bin (acceptable items only) so there is no doubt as to what they 

contain. If the city employees cannot see contents of bag, they will not empty the container.  

I realize that these extra steps take up valuable time. Not doing so, however, results in bigger issues that ex-

tend to all the users of this service when the containers are not emptied on the scheduled pick-up days. With just a 

small amount of pre-planning from all of us, we can continue to utilize this important service. Please review the addi-

tional information provided and if you have any questions, feel free to ask. Thank you!                                                                                   

- Scott Monett, Operations Manager 

  FHM Residents, We Need Your Help! 

Foss Photo of the Month  
A beautiful scene on a cold crisp spring morning in 
our very own backyard. A big thank you to Kelly  
Alger from J-Dock, who captured this fantastic image.  
 
Do you have a beautiful or unusual photo of the              
marina, waterway or Tacoma? Submit it to 
melynda@fossharbor.com to be published as our 
Foss photo of the month! 



 

 

We’ve got SPRING FEVER here at Foss Harbor! If you haven’t done so yet, here is one more reason 

for you to visit the water and bring the family. We’ve got single and double kayaks or try one of 

our stand up paddleboards! Reserve online at fossharbormarina.com or call the marina office at 

253-272-4404. Your adventure starts here... 
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On a recent evening, a boat was making its way back to Vashon Island after an evening in Tacoma. At approximately 10:30 

pm (well after dark) the vessel hit another vessel at anchor (or on a mooring buoy, it’s unclear from reports). It has been 

determined that the vessel was going too fast for conditions and alcohol was also involved. The driver was ejected and 

killed and several others in the offending vessel were left with broken bones. The issue I want to address today is the 

speed, but first, let me say, drinking and driving a boat DO NOT MIX, and yes, you can get a DUI on the water. 

 

Now, let’s talk speed. I have been asked, “Is there a speed limit on the water?” Well, technically, yes and no. Sure, you 

may see a “5 kts” sign on a waterway or in a harbor, but what about in the open bay or cruising up Puget Sound?            

Generally speaking, speed on the water is a subjective matter that requires knowledge of your vessel and how it handles, 

predicted tides, currents and weather, time of day and amount of other boat traffic. Let’s use 4th of July as an example. 

Any other day of the week, you can probably cruise along the Tacoma’s waterfront at top speed in the middle of the day 

without any problem or disruption to anyone else, but on the 4th, there are many more boats cruising and anchoring 

along the waterfront, so, you probably can’t go, or shouldn’t go as fast, so as to safely navigate the boating crowds. Night 

time is another good example. It is harder to see other boats and debris at night, and so slowing down gives you more 

time to spot and react to hazards, which can pop up seemingly out of “nowhere”. If an accident happens, a court may  

decide that speed was a factor, even if, at the time, you didn’t think so. It is important to recognize different situations 

that require you to operate your vessel differently to remain safe. 

 

For more reading on this matter, please see the articles below: 

https://powerboating.com/cops-and-speeders/ 

http://americanboating.org/safety_safe_speed_boat_handling.asp 

http://americanboating.org/speed_kills.asp                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                -Tarin Todd, Marina Manager                                     

https://powerboating.com/cops-and-speeders/
http://americanboating.org/safety_safe_speed_boat_handling.asp
http://americanboating.org/speed_kills.asp
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Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

                        

$1,800.00 OBO 

Inflatable ACHILLES LSI-260 with canvas storage bag, 2HP 

Honda Outboard, and 2 Oars Rated for 3 person or 840 LBS 

Call Rick @ 509-942-9354 or Judy @ 509-942-9357 

DINGHY FOR SALE 


