
   A VIEW FROM THE PILOTHOUSE 

In this issue:  

First Mate’s Watch 

 

Annual Meteor Shower 

 

2       

 

3 

T-Town Sailing Regatta 

 

Pets on the Poop Deck 

 

FHM Classifieds 

 

Fall/Winter Store Hours 

3      

 

4 

 

4 

 

4 

Foss Photo of the Month 

 

Movie Night/Potluck  

 

Important Marina Security 

Meeting 

 

Flagship Maritime Footnotes      

 

 

5     

 

5 

 

5 

  

August 1, 2014 

  

           As I present this to my editor-in-chief, Melynda, for review, it will 
be August and the summer will be coming to a close.  Oh but change is in 
the air, never fear for a lack of excitement and intrigue down here at 
FHM.  Although the city’s Esplanade project has been scheduled, 
cancelled, rescheduled and then cancelled again, bids have been secured 
and the project is finally slated to begin. The contractor selected by the 
city is Rodarte Construction, who will be completing the second phase 
of the Esplanade which will combine gates 2 & 4.  There will be a new 
ramp for gate 2 and a new matching piece of dock will connect  F & G 
piers.  Work will be underway September 15th and go all the way 
through March or April of 2015.  We will of course keep you posted as 
we get closer to phase II of the Esplanade project. Be sure to pay close 
attention to newsletters and email blasts that will be coming your way; 
Facebook is also an often-utilized method of communication where you 
can find real-time updates regarding this and other upcoming events or 
projects.  
  Another exciting change late this year in November/December 
will be the replacement of docks B & C.  This will be a complete tear down of the 
existing docks, which will be replaced with a mix of open 32', 36' and 42' slips with a 
built in wave attenuator on the north side; there will be 200' of  linear moorage on 
the north side as well.  These slips will be at a premium price due to location.  
Displaced B & C residents will have first option on these new slips as they become 
available. All B & C residents need to contact marina office for temporary slip 
assignment during construction. Temporary slips will be given on a “first come, 
first serve” basis, so covered moorage may not be available for all temporary 
assignments.    
 Finally, our new pump-out boat has arrived, which means you will no longer 
see the Pump Me Out boat "Relief" traversing the waterway. Instead, you’ll now see 
our open 22' skiff with a large 400 gallon capacity holding tank built locally by 
Pacific Boats in Marysville.  Skipper Steve will be out  as usual on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays looking for ideas for a new boat name!  Be the clever tenant who 
helps us name our new bundle of joy and there will be a special "something" 
for you.  Let skipper Steve know or email: 
Pumpout@fossharbor.com 
      
Lori Natucci, General Manager 

  Tides & Times 
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    First mate’s watch   

As the calendar flips to August and the 

end of summer comes into view, it's 

easy to feel a tinge of sadness - or 

crippling depression, if you're one of 

those folks who lives for summer and 

hibernates during our nine months of 

relentless rain and cloud cover. In fact, 

I've experienced a brief moment of 

disappointment myself, simply for the 

fact that this June and July's gorgeous 

warm and sunny weather have passed 

us by so quickly. But, I quickly       

remind myself - unlike those in the  

Northeastern US or Midwest - we're 

still fortunate enough to have the luxury of keeping our boats in the water year-round rather than winterizing and shrink-wrapping 

them, and for that we should truly be grateful.  

Despite the fact that our boats stay in the water twelve months a year, there are those of us who think that boating season comes to 

a close after Labor Day. Signified each year like clockwork by the kids returning to school and the Seahawks pummeling their NFC 

West counterparts (preferably San Francisco) into submission, we're almost psychologically programmed to think "summer's over" 

and, with it, all of summer's fun and carefree activities. In reality, however, most cruising in the Pacific Northwest occurs during less 

than perfect weather conditions, which is one of the factors that makes boating here so unique and memorable. Heck, your boat  

payments, insurance premiums and moorage fees don't stop after Labor Day, so why should your boating? Even those who don't  

necessarily use your boats to cruise during the fall, winter and early spring, you still have the next best thing - a cozy floating condo-

minium with all of the necessary comforts and accoutrements, not to mention the best waterfront view in town!  

One great way of staying involved and engaged in boating year-round - even if the boat doesn't leave the slip - is by being actively  

involved in many of the tenant and community events at Foss Harbor. Whether it's a marina movie night or Christmas party or our 

annual Super Bowl Party, there's always something happening here on the Foss Waterway. In addition to our frequent events, Foss 

Harbor has worked hard over the last year to make staying updated on current marina events as easy as possible for our tenants. 

From the marina newsletter to our Facebook page to our often-updated event calendar at Fossharbormarina.com, there are myriad 

ways for you to stay apprised of all the important goings-on on the waterfront.  

Even with all of our tenant events and the many ways of staying up to date with all of the latest scuttlebutt, none of it means anything 

without your participation. One of the biggest responsibilities we have as marina operators is to foster and grow our unique marina 

community and keep boating fun and accessible for everyone. Your involvement - and just as importantly, your input - helps us in 

planning our events and keeps us full of great new ideas and ways to keep our facility at the forefront of the Tacoma and South 

Sound marine industry. Our upcoming live-aboard meeting this Thursday, August 7th at 6PM is a good opportunity to hear about 

some of the recent security challenges we've been faced with, as well as some of the workable solutions that have already been    

implemented. More importantly, it will give you a venue in which to express any concerns or ideas you may have. Even if you're not a 

live-aboard resident, we'd love to see you there! Hot dogs and refreshments will be provided.  

Thanks for being a part of the unique and thriving waterfront community that is Foss Harbor. Whether you're a new tenant or long-

time resident, a seasonal weekend warrior or dedicated year-round sailor, your input and involvement matters. We look forward to 

hearing from you.  

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager 
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It’s boat adventure time!  Get out on the water to watch the annual meteor shower!  

Penrose State Park is a beautiful place to dock or catch a buoy.  Just go anywhere away from the 

bright city lights! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Perseid meteor shower, one of the brighter meteor showers of the year, occur every August, peaking around August   
9-13. Consisting of tiny space debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle, the Perseids are named after the constellation, Perseus. 
This is because, their radiant or the direction of which the shower seems to come from lies in the same direction as 

Perseus. The constellation lies in the north-eastern part of the sky. 

   Perseid Meteor Shower Coming Soon                

           T-TOWN Sailing Championship                                    
                         August 9 & 10—Commencement Bay    

 

www.ttownsailing.com 

Great racing •lots of sunshine •fantastic parties                            

Be sure to give the Foss Harbor 

Whaler a wave!  We will be out 

setting buoys! 
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The 2014 Perseid meteor shower will 

peak between  August 10 and August 13. 

A waning Gibbous Moon (the Moon's 

phase after a full moon) may make it 

harder for observers to see the shower. 

Despite this, astronomers suggest that 

observers try their luck to catch some 

Perseids before dawn on August 11, 12 

and 13. 



 

 

For Sale Cheap!  2007 Bajaj Scooter. 
 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 

     

 

Attention please, 

The store and fuel dock hours will change starting 

September 1
st

, reverting back to our fall/winter hours 

which are as follows:  

Monday – Saturday: 

8am – 5pm 

        Sunday: 9am – 4pm  

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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       FOSS HARBOR MARINA CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Jackson ALWAYS wears his PFD!  Good 

boy! Jackson is the first mate aboard 

the M/V Fox-Sea Lady.  When the 
captain is away and Jackson barks 
an order, you’d better hop to it!  He 
runs the ship with a steady and strict  
(but always fair) paw.  Thanks, John 
and Shelly! 

 

Made in India on original Vespa tooling. This is a steel scooter, not plas-
tic. 150cc four stroke engine is not even completely broken in, scooter 
has less than 50 miles on the clock. Four speed trans, ‘automatic,’ no 
clutch lever action except from a stop to moving. All options, luggage 
rack, windscreen, crash bars, etc. 100 miles per gallon of regular gas. 
When broken in will cruise at 45-50 mph. Friend bought new in 2007, 
rode once and decided, not for her. Paid $3700, have original bill of sale, 
asking $2150.  

Please call Jack 253-973-0019. If no answer leave a message, all calls 
returned. 

Got stuff?  Think the marina community may be able to use said stuff?                

Please submit your ad and photo to melynda@fossharbor.com  



Be here on August 23rd! It is the summer’s last movie 

night.  We will have 3 movies ready for you to vote on.  Bring your yummy treats 

and cocktails to the hoist deck at 8pm and be prepared for the magic of our 12’ 

inflatable movie screen, acoustic monitors and fabulous company.  See you there! 

  

 

! MOVIE NIGHT POTLUCK ! 
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You there!  Yes you, reading this.  Do you have a fun, beautiful, 

unusual or amazing photo of the marina or waterway?  We would 

like to hear from YOU!  Send submissions to 

melynda@fossharbor.com 

  Foss photo of the month 

What a sunset!  Pink skies at night, 
sailors delight.   

Thanks to Trevor Fletcher for 
sharing a lovely evening on the 

water with us. 

IMPORTANT MARINA RESIDENT MEETING — AUGUST 7TH 

 

The marina will be conducting a community safety meeting on Thursday, August 7th at 6:00 PM. The primary focus 

will be our continuing efforts to make the marina safer, as well as to recap any security and/or  

theft incidents that have occurred in the last 30 days. We are happy to announce that Officer Helen Stieben, our 

Community Liaison Officer from the Tacoma Police Department, will be on hand to answer any questions  

and to offer information on how to best prevent any theft or break-ins from occurring. All marina tenants are      

welcome to attend, but our live-aboard residents are STRONGLY encouraged to participate, as you are  

a valuable resource for information and after-hour goings-on.  

 

We are also looking for 2-3 of our permanent live-aboard residents to assist us with dock and neighborhood watch 

patrols, anywhere from 1 to 3 nights per week. We aren't looking for anyone to thrust themselves into 

confrontational situations, but rather someone who knows the marina and its residents and knows when to call 911 

in the event of a break-in or potential security breach. Participants will be compensated or receive moorage  

credits, depending on the frequency of patrols. We believe that our live-aboard residents are one of our best assets 

when trying to keep the marina safe and accessible for everyone; interested parties should respond to this  

email with name, phone number and slip number.  

 

We hope everyone can make it to the community meeting; there WILL be hot dogs and refreshments on hand for 

those who participate. We look forward to hearing from you and we'll see you on August 7th!  



Life Changers 
 

Boating, as with many other pursuits, provides opportunities for life 

changing moments.  Paths carefully selected and followed wisely can 

lead to profound fulfillment, and for a moment, everything is in balance.  

We now have lifelong memories with which we can regale our friends 

and families … sharing our special circumstance, our excitement, our 

life lesson, our new-found inner peace, or our bliss. 

 

Breaking News … 

But then the unthinkable happens, and the dark side of boating rears its 

head.  

 

 In a flash, a crash.  By now most Northwest boaters are aware of the 

horrific collision on Lake Washington that recently took the life of a 

young school teacher.  The culprit?  Well, one could argue ill-intention, 

but that’s for a court to decide.  For starters, though, I’d suggest 

excessive horsepower and insufficient intellect are in the picture. 

 

Swamped.  A 70+ year old friend was very recently dumped in the water 

when his boat completely overturned.  The culprit?  None other than 

physics itself.  Lifejacket YES.  Close to shore YES.  Favorable outcome?  

Yes, except for his outboard motor.  In the cold waters of Puget 

Sound, however, one might never know how close he came to a more 

dreadful result. 

 

Raised again.  Soon to be scrapped, the Costa Concordia disaster left a 

legacy of lost lives, broken families, shattered trust, and shameful 

conduct. 

 

A never-ending story … 

The South Korean ferry sinking, the Washington State ferry collision 

with a sailboat in the San Juans, the father-son duo that succumbed 

when their family shrimping expedition turned sour off of Mukilteo, the 

gal so injured when a power boater drove right over her boat, that she 

lost any possibility for continuing her chosen career, the kayaker lost in 

the South Sound, the large tug boat that ran aground off Shilshole – 

driven by amateurs onto a professional shallow spot, the fishing vessel 

afire and sinking in Penn Cove, the Dalco oil spill, the fire boat that 

didn’t bother to respond to a marina fire, the sinking barge that littered 

the bottom of Commencement Bay with hulks of cars headed for 

scrap, terrifying weather and sea conditions claiming lives, on and on 

and on and on.  There is literally no shortage of disasters or near-

disasters on the water. 

 

So … what do we do? 

We must admit, for life to be in balance, for every plus there must be a 

minus, for every good a bad, for every right a wrong, for every angel ... 

a demon.  It could be argued that without their counterparts, those 

Flagship Maritime Footnotes            By Captain Skip Anderson    

words couldn’t even exist. 

 

The bottom line, then, is this:  mariners need to be taught to operate 

effectively in that tiny space between good and bad.  DO good, 

DON’T do bad.  Essentially, make better decisions, from the 

standpoint of knowing what’s right, and taking a powerful proactive 

stance against doing wrong.  To ignore the possibility of bad is wholly 

unrealistic.  It’s a-l-w-a-y-s there, just across the water from good, 

waiting to pounce.  Remember: the universe in balance.  

 

Beyond right and wrong … 

Imagine the possibility of elevating your boating to a different level, 

operating at a more enlightened stratum.  Consider the ancient 

Sanskrit term Samadhi, which essentially means “one pointedness”.  

When you are on the water, see the front and the back of the 

mirror, sense the dangers and the joys simultaneously, when you fish 

consider carefully the moment, when you sail be the wind and the 

water, when approaching shoal water allow your senses to alert you, 

and train until your instincts are consistently cradled in that sweet 

spot … Samadhi.  The dangers are real, your responses should be 

certain to recognize and repel them.  The joys are real, your senses 

better equipped to embrace them.  Life will invariably present you 

with both sides of this balanced equation – deal with it. 

 

One Pointedness 

If you’re the captain, for goodness sakes BE the Captain, for there can 

be only one.  Study, train, practice, respect the elements, examine 

your charts, know your boat, understand your limitations, discuss 

potential dangers, and embrace your responsibilities, yet always 

maintain a sharp lookout for pure joy … for it’s there, in abundance. 
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The author, Captain Skip Anderson, Jan Anderson and Mocha the wonder-dog. 

Photo courtesy of Paul Porter Photography 


