
  

Another year has entered the history books, and I can say  
with almost 100% certainty that I’m not the only person asking 

“where did 2016 go”? They say that time flies when you’re having fun, 
so that must mean we had an amazing year, right? Truthfully, this has 

been one of the best years we’ve ever had, a remarkable feat when 
considering the slow economic recovery, election year malaise and so 

on. Even though it’s winter, the marina is still (almost) full, with a 
lengthy waiting list—up to year long! Although the marina staff has 

made many positive changes and improvements these last couple 
years, we believe that our best selling point is our unique and friendly 

boating community. We wouldn’t be where we are today if it weren’t 
for all of you, so we would like to sincerely thank you for making Foss 

Harbor Marina the premier marina in the South Puget Sound!  

 
As winter approaches, many of us seem to find less and less time to 

make it down to the boat for regular upkeep and maintenance, 
although it’s certainly hard to find the motivation when it’s 38 degrees 

and pouring rain! While we understand finding time over the holidays can be difficult, we strongly encourage everyone to come 
check on their boats no less than once a month. We do our best to keep an eye on everyone’s vessel, but no one knows your boat 

better than you do. Here are some helpful hints and tips for staying ahead of the curve this winter:  

   Tides & Times 
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December 2016 

                       Following seas 

Although long-term tarp use is not permitted by marina rules, short-term 

applications are acceptable. Please make sure tarps are gray in color, are 

pulled tightly over the boom or cockpit and secured with bungee cords. 

If anonymous neighbors are inscribing messages 

onto your hull, it might be time for a wash! It 

can be tough in the winter, but she’s still your 

beautiful boat... 

 Keep a dehumidifier running on-board instead of a space heater. It’s more efficient, 

safer and controls moisture better. 

 

 Did you know that tarps aren’t allowed to be used for more than 2 weeks at a time, 

per marina rules? Try a canvas cover instead. If you do use a tarp for the permitted 

two weeks, make sure it’s pulled tightly over the cockpit or boom and secured with 

bungee cords or dock line. Tarps left up longer than 2 weeks get torn and damaged 

and can become a safety hazard and get caught in boat rigging. Shredded tarps will 

be removed by staff.  

 

 We know keeping the boat clean in the winter is a challenge with all the rain and 

subsequent algae/mold growth. Hosing the boat off at least once a month will make 

it much easier to polish in the spring. For environmentally safe recipes and cleaners, 

check with the marina office. 

 

 Affix a card containing your name and  contact information in a cabin or cockpit 

window. This helps ensure that a neighbor can reach you in the event of an emer-

gency after hours.   

Have a great holiday season, everyone; we hope to see you at the marina Christmas party on 12/17! 

 - Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  
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A Foss Harbor 

Christmas Party  

 

 

 

 

Open Bar 

 

Raffle 

Prizes  

  

Potluck 

Buffet                  

 

 Lighted     
Boat              

Decorating 
Contest 

You’re invited to: 

 

The  fe s t iv i t i e s  beg in  at  6pm,            
December  17 t h  in  the  Flagsh ip    

c la s s room (Next  door  to  the  mar ina  

o ff i ce )  

Sign up for the lighted boat decorating contest in the marina 
office now! Winners will be announced and fantastic prizes 

given away at the party. All decorated boats will be displayed 
on a big screen. Judging will take place December 16th at 

5:30pm. You do not have to be present at your boat, but make 
sure you’re lit! 

We have amazing raffle prizes to give, here are just a few: 

 $100.00 OFF ONE MONTH’S MOORAGE 

 $50.00 OFF ONE MONTH’S STORAGE 

 HAUL OUT FROM COMMENCEMENT BAY (Powerboats only, sorry!) 

 ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT HOTEL MURANO 

 1 HOUR MASSAGE     

 SAVI DAY SPA PACKAGE         AND  MUCH MORE!!                                                              

 

Potluck style buffet - bring your 
favorite holiday dish to share!  

This party is our biggest of the year and 

a thank you to all the residents who 

make Foss Harbor a great place to live, 

work and play! 



 

  Holiday CheerHoliday Cheer 
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Did you know about the Holiday Food Drive that Foss 

Harbor has organized? We need your help! We are donat-

ing non-perishable food items to St. Leo’s Food Bank 

right here in Downtown Tacoma. People who donate will 

receive a $5 credit to your account 

for each full plastic bag, up to $30.00 total. We will have a big box ready 

for all of your generous donations. For those of you who have already                       

donated, THANK YOU! All donations go to help local Tacoma families. 

 

 

 

If you haven’t signed up for text alerts, especially if you are a live-aboard here’s how: 

1. Text the keyword “FOSSHARBOR” to the number 41411 

2. Wait for the return message, which should only take a few seconds,                                                                  

then reply to that message with the letter “Y”. That’s it! You are now                                                           

signed up and will then receive a welcome message from the marina.                                                                

You can then unsubscribe at any time by simply replying to 41411 with                                                                

the keyword “STOP”. 

Don’t miss updates on water shut-offs, high wind alerts or event invites.                                                                            

We will never spam you, so get connected and stay in the loop!  

Holiday Store & Fuel 

Dock Closures:                                                      
The Foss Harbor store and fuel dock 

will be closing at noon December 24th, 

CLOSED December 25th & 26th and 

CLOSED on January 1st. We wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!  

It’s almost time…                            
Foss Harbor will be at the Big 
Seattle Boat Show once again 
this year, will we see you 
there? Stay tuned for details 
on how to get FREE tickets...   
 



                                                                                                     

Feeling thirsty? The Foss Harbor Market now carries single 

beers! Don't want to buy a six pack, but still have a hankering 

for a nice cold one? Come in and check out our new selection 

of 12 to 24 ounce beers in cans and bottles.  

What do you want us to stock in your store?  

Is there a food staple you often need or just want? How about 

handy marine supply ideas? We’ll stock it! Just let us know.  You 

can e-mail melynda@fossharbor.com or mention what you 

would like when you come in.          

 New Selection of beer singles                  
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Beginning January 1, 2018, no manufacturer,  wholesaler, 

retailer, or distributor may sell or offer for sale in this 

state any new recreational water vessel manufactured on 

or after January 1, 2018, with antifouling paint containing 

copper.  "Recreational water vessel" means any vessel 

that is no more than sixty-five feet in length and is: Manu-

factured or used primarily for pleasure; or leased, rented, 

or chartered by a person for the pleasure of that person. 

"Recreational water vessel" does not include a vessel that is subject to United States coast guard              

inspection and that is engaged in commercial use; or carries paying passengers.  

Beginning January 1, 2020, no antifouling paint that is intended for use on a recreational water vessel 

and that contains more than 0.5 percent copper may be offered for sale in this state. Beginning     

January 1, 2020, no antifouling paint containing more than 0.5 percent copper may be applied to a              

recreational water vessel  in this state. Heavy fines will be enforced. 

 

To read the official document regarding this law copy this link:  

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5436-S.SL.pdf 

Department of Ecology phasing out antifouling paints 



 

Pets on the Poop Deck 
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Do you have a pet on your 

poop deck? Send pics to 

melynda@fossharbor.com 

          Winter Wonderland! 

Merry Christmas 
from little Mira, 

who spends 
much of her time 

sailing aboard       
S/V Vasana. She 
came topside to 
take a photo in 

the marina lounge 
and spread 

Christmas cheer. 
Thanks Mark & 

Mira! 

                                                                        

New Foss Harbor apparel               

coming soon! Choose from hats, 

hooded sweatshirts, 3/4 zip jack-

ets, T-shirts & more. They’ll be in 

and on our shelves before Christ-

mas, we’ll let you know as soon 

as they arrive. You’re going to 

love your stylish new duds! 

 

 

Foss Flashback 

Photo of the 

Month                                          
Do you have a               

beautiful or unusual photo of 

the marina, waterway or  

Tacoma? Submit your photo 

to  

melynda@fossharbor.com.  

Photo by  

Glen Coad 



 

 

                                         

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foss Harbor now has availability for an 

additional boathouse.  The obtainable 

space is roughly 18’ x 44’ and the cost 

is .74 per square foot, plus applicable 

utilities and deposits. The boathouses 

must be uniform and all similar in        

appearance. Give us a call at the marina 

office at 253-272-4404 if you or            

someone you know is interested!  

Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com. It’s FREE! 

“Willows” 30’ Catalina 1979 sail boat +               

10’ inflatable dinghy 2005 with Mercury            

Motor 6 horsepower                                              

We are willing to entertain any reasonable 

offers. Anyone interested can contact me:                                                              

Zamari Lopez 787-649-4458 or                                                                

zlopezg@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

The Foss Waterway Seaport, Puget Sound’s maritime heritage,             
education and event center, will host public programs FREE with paid 
admission to the Seaport in December 2016. Go to                                       
fosswaterwayseaport.org for a full calendar! 

Sunday, December 4, 1:00pm, renowned Willits 
Canoe expert Patrick Chapman, will talk about his 
book, The Willits Brothers and Their Canoes. As 
the authority on Willits Canoes, Chapman will dis-
cuss the background of the Willits family and how 
they came to Tacoma. He will also address why 
they, their manufacturing process and above all 
why Willits canoes are an important part of           
Tacoma's maritime heritage. This Pacific Northwest 
story, signed by the author would make a great gift 

for the holidays!  You can purchase an autographed copy of this book 
after this public talk.  

The Foss Waterway Seaport is pleased to partner 
with Tacoma Public Schools to offer an after 
school marine biology class to Stadium High 
School students. The class offers enrolled stu-
dents an opportunity to articulate, or piece together 
the remains of a juvenile humpback whale for a 
permanent display at the Seaport. Articulation is 
the process of preparing, piecing together and po-
sitioning remains for a museum-quality display. 
This dramatic skeleton will be on permanent display suspended from 
the truss system after December 14, 2016.  

mailto:zlopezg@yahoo.com

