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December 2018 

 

Open Bar 

 

Raffle 

Prizes  

  

Potluck 

Buffet                  

 

 Lighted     
Boat              

Decorating 
Contest 

A Christmas Party at Foss Harbor 

You’re invited to: 

The  fe s t iv i t i e s  beg in  at  6pm,  December  
8 t h  in  the  F lagsh ip  c lassroom (Next  door  

to  the  mar ina  o ff i ce )  

Sign up for the lighted boat decorating contest in the marina 
office now! Winners will be announced and fantastic prizes 

given away at the party. All decorated boats will be displayed 
on the big screen. Judging will take place Thursday,                        

December 6th at 6pm. You do not have to be present at your 
boat, but make sure you’re lit! 

Tons of Amazing Raffle Prizes to Give Away, Including: 

 $100.00 OFF ONE MONTH’S MOORAGE 

 $50.00 OFF ONE MONTH’S STORAGE 

 HAUL OUT FROM COMMENCEMENT BAY (Powerboats only, 

sorry sailors!) 

 $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO “BITE” RESTAURANT @ HOTEL 

MURANO 

 $50.00 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO “DEVIL’S REEF” RESTAURANT 

  AND MUCH MORE!!                                          

Potluck style buffet - bring your            
favorite holiday dish to share.                
Cocktails start at 6pm, see you there! 

 

 



 

  Holiday CheerHoliday Cheer 
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Let's come together to help others in need! From 
now until New Year's Day, Foss Harbor Marina is 
partnering with St Leo Food Connection, located 
right here in downtown Tacoma. We are collecting 
non-perishable food donations at 

the marina office. Together, hopefully we can help local families 
over the holidays who otherwise may be struggling. See you 
soon, thanks everyone!  

 

                           

Don’t forget to 

update your 

parking pass 

with a 2019 

sticker! 

Holiday Store & Fuel 

Dock Closures:                                                      
The Foss Harbor store and fuel dock will 

be closing at 12 pm December 24th, 

CLOSED December 25th & 26th, closing at 

noon December 31st and CLOSED on 

January 1st. We wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

It’s almost time…                            
Foss Harbor will be at the Big             
Seattle Boat Show once again 
this year. Will we see you 
there? Stay tuned for details 
on how to get FREE tickets...   
 

Baby, It’s getting                 

c-c-cooold outside! 

Make sure you check 

your vessel and pump 

out your tender often. 

If you are a live-

aboard, keep those 

water tanks topped off in case of water shut-offs!  
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Pets on the Poopdeck 

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS 

Growing up, my mom and I would do puzzles together. My favorite ones to do 

were of paintings of “olden days” scenes. You know the ones; a country scene 

with a farm and animals, a farmer is on his wagon trotting down the road, chil-

dren playing. There was a specific one that we would put together every                

December. It was a winter country scene, the idyllic holiday setting, complete 

with a horse drawn sleigh with the family riding along and laughing. There was a 

frozen pond with children ice skating, a boy and his dog romping in the snow, 

smoke curling out of the chimney of a small country home. There was even a 

work crew setting buckets under maple trees to catch the syrup they were 

harvesting. To my young 8 year old mind, that was what the holidays should 

look like, that was the “traditions” you hear so much about. Growing up in the 

Northwest, however, that idyllic scene was not to be for me.  I can only remember 2 white Christmas’ (I’m sure we have had a few more, 

but that’s all I remember). 

It wasn’t until I was a little older that I realized that traditions are what you make them to be. My family would drive to the waterfront to 

watch the lighted boat parade, then later when I joined Sea Scouts, we got to participate onboard a boat, expanding our tradition. Grandpa 

always came over at noon for Christmas dinner. We always decorated after the 7th of December, my Dad’s birthday, so that he had his spe-

cial day without the holidays overshadowing his day. We would go as a family to a u-cut tree lot to get a live Christmas Tree, seemingly 

walking the whole lot before deciding on the perfect tree. Those were some of OUR traditions, and although 3 feet of snow and a sleigh 

ride would be fun, I am so very thankful that I had the traditions I did in my family.  Traditions aren’t just a way of doing things, but they are 

also a connection to days gone by. Now, grown, we all get the chance to carry on traditions from our own past as well as starting new tra-

ditions with our friends and families. Whatever your traditions are during the holiday season, I wish you all laughter, joy, warmth and love. 

-Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 

 

Hello, my name is Gum, aka Gummy Bear. I’m 

brightly colored, sticky and sweet. You may 

know me by my stage name, Montgomery 

Hunter. I am 20 years old.  I appreciate 

just waking up in the morning, although I 

still play and can jump on counters. I 

don’t understand what mom means by “you’re 

doing pretty good for a cat on Death’s 

doormat”.  My role model is Bill the Cat. 

Thank you for your submission, Eddie & Di, 

M/V “Sea Shell”! 

I’m Iggy.  I like food,        
burrowing in small, dark 
places, string, jumping out 
and scaring my sister and 
more food. I am still          
trying to figure out why—in 
the name of all things holy 
- they put me on this boat! 
I remain vigilant; peering 
out the windows because I 
believe aliens, Bigfoot and 
the government are out to 
get me. 

My name is Hilde! They say 
I’m precious but I’m a 
killer. I like           
cardboard boxes, long 
walks in the sand (litter 
box) and playing fetch. I 
have found every warm spot 
on the boat, it is damp 
and full of terrors! 

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send a picture of your 

four legged friend to melynda@fossharbor.com! 



2 proposed Tacoma parks promise waterfront 
amenities — once the money’s raised 

 

It’s easy to get excited about plans for two new 

parks in Tacoma, particularly when they include 

kayak launches and an elaborate  playground for 

kids. Coming up with nearly $12 million to pay 

for them is more challenging, but not 

impossible, as some money already has been 

raised, promised or earmarked in budgets. The 

pair of downtown parks would be along the Thea 

Foss Waterway, which is taking its next steps in 

decades-long work to become a redeveloped 

recreational waterfront after being cleaned up as 

a Superfund site.                                                                                                         

If all this park talk sounds familiar, it is. The authority has had the park plans in the works for a few years. Initial 

drawings were being developed in 2016. The authority, in partnership with Metro Parks Tacoma along with local and 

area sponsors, is moving forward to turn two longtime industrial zones into areas of waterfront recreation in Tacoma. 

 

Waterway Park 

 
Waterway Park is planned for Dock and D streets on Thea Foss’ southern end near the East 21st Street bridge.The 

four-acre park would include a launch and storage for up to 200 “human-powered” watercraft (kayaks, canoes, 

dragon boats and paddleboards.) It also would have a boathouse (currently a building for Berg Scaffolding) to store 

rowing shells and sculls, and a workshop and restrooms. Green space would be available for picnics and an off-leash 

dog park. There would be a direct connection from the Dock Street overpass into the park, as well as a parking lot. in 

addition, “The park will connect to the Foss Waterway Esplanade from Dock Street via a bridge connected to the site,” 

according to Metro Parks Tacoma’s description. 

 

Dressel Park 

 
Melanie Jan LaPlant Dressel Park, 1147 Dock St., started as Central Park, south of the 11th Street Bridge and the Foss 

Marina parking lot. It was renamed for the longtime Columbia Bank leader, who died unexpectedly in 2017 at age 64. 

In addition to Dressel’s vast public service serving on various boards in the area, “she had a love for children,” said 

Norm Gollub, executive director of the development authority. “We felt it was a fitting tribute to name this after her,” 

he said. 

The park is planned to be a 0.75-acre site where downtown workers could eat lunch amid a boardwalk, a bridge with a 

viewing platform over the shoreline and an elaborate playground with a tower and slide. “This design was created in 

anticipation of dense urban development immediately north and south of the planned park,” according to Metro 

Parks Tacoma’s online description. 

Some of that is starting to happen, most recently with the announced transit-oriented apartment developments near 

the Tacoma Dome and Freighthouse Station Marketplace (formerly Freighthouse Square).  The waterfront side of the 

property would include the 20-foot-wide Foss Waterway Esplanade, going from George Weyerhaeuser Jr. Park, 2101 

Dock St. (also on Thea Foss’ southern end) to the northern end at Thea’s Park, 535 Dock St. 

-Courtesy of Tacoma News Tribune 
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https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/business/article90929367.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/business/article133944689.html
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/foss/
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/foss/
https://www.thenewstribune.com/latest-news/article218288645.html
https://freighthousesquare.com/
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/21st-street-park/
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/theas-park/
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50’ 50 amp 125/250v 

Marinco shore power cable 

used but in good condition 

$150.00.                                            

Text or call Eddie at                      

253-255-3450 

 

 

Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com. It’s FREE! 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

Tracy Wright, L.M.P.  

Affordable Massage has moved! Same great prices and service, new 

office. Now located at 502 North “L” Street, Tacoma, WA 98403 

253-203-6784    “It’s not just a luxury, it’s health care.” 


