
        Proposed Methanol refinery for Tacoma tide flats 

 

 

In This Issue:  

 

Condensation in 

your bunks? 

2       

 

 

Classifieds 

 

Tidal Tidbits 

 

Foss Photo of the 

Month 

 

2    

 

 

2 

 

2 

Pets on the Poop 

Deck 

 

Scenic Tacoma 

Walks from Foss 

Harbor 

 

 

3    

 

 

 

4 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

6 

February 1, 2016 

 

 

 

 

  Tides & Times 
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Foss Harbor is at 

the BOAT 

SHOW! Stop by 

booth #819 and 

say Hi!  

 

 

 

 

A foreign company, Northwest 

Innovation Works has proposed 

building the worlds largest 

methanol refinery right here in 

our backyard. The plant will   

convert fracked gas to           

methanol. Are you or do you 

plan on raising a family here? 

What about our health and 

safety if this refinery gets built? 

With the shadow of Asarco still looming, and clean-up efforts ongoing, (for two dec-

ades) what would this proposal mean if it comes to fruition? It would certainly create 

quite a few employment opportunities; this is a fact. However, its operation would also 

require more daily electricity and water than the entire city of Tacoma uses! 

Whether you are for or against the refinery, get informed and decide for yourself what 

you want your backyard to be like.  

Upcoming City Public Hearings regarding proposed methanol plant: 

 February 10, Greater Tacoma Convention Center -1500 Broadway– Doors 

open at 5pm for sign up, speakers will be called beginning at 6:30pm 

 February 16, Meeker Middle School 5pm       

For more information, check out the Citizens for a Healthy Bay website, 

www.healthybay.org.   

The ReSail Project 
The ReSail Project is about keeping old sails out of 

landfills, providing sails for developing countries in the 

South Pacific, and shelter for homeless people here in 

the US and in Mexico. If you’re getting new sails and 

would like to see your old sails help people in need, 

please contact Marsha Cutting at                                              

resailproject@gmail.com or visit the ReSail Facebook 

page! 



 

 

 

 

WALLAS HEATER FOR SALE 

85DU (flush mount) 

Includes a 270 blower lid, 10gal 

tank and 5 feet of flexible hose.  

Great flush mount cooktop/ 

heater combination.  Never 

installed and still in box. $1700 

contact 253-686-1266 
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Condensation in your bunks? 

Got stuff? Send your classified ad to                                  

melynda@fosshabror.com, its FREE! 

 

Point Ruston Theatre           

offers $5.50 movie            
admission all day and 

night on Tuesdays for 
regular movies (3D and 

other special screen 
play excluded). Check it 

out!   

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM! We give away tons of 

great things on Facebook and Instagram, in addition to sharing lots of  

important info! Our FB page is www.facebook.com/fossharbor and 

our Instagram link is www.instagram.com/fossharbormarina. Check 

us out! 

LAUNDRY ROOM ETIQUITTE 

Foss Harbor has hit our live-aboard ceiling, which 

means that the laundry facilities are in use most of the 

time! Please be considerate of others and rotate/pick 

up your laundry in a timely fashion. The washer takes 27 minutes for the 

heavy duty load, and the dryer can take up to an hour. Even with 5 wash-

ers and 5 dryers, be aware that there is  probably someone waiting for 

their turn.  Weekends are busiest, so also consider doing yours at off-

peak times such as early mornings and early afternoons. Thanks!     -FHM  

    Foss Photo of the Month 

A beautiful winter day in our                

backyard. Thank you, Brian Welch!  

Do you have a beautiful or unique photo of the marina, waterway or Tacoma?  

Send your photos to melynda@fossharbor.com 

 The first thing you 

have to do is make 

sure that the locker 

under the berth is both 

vented and dry. A 

soggy old anchor line 

or bunch of              

lifejackets won't help.                                               

Scottie, Foss Harbor’s Operations manager uses 

HyperVent under his mattress and swears by it. 

HyperVent is a special material comprised of a 

white spun polymer woven into a large, open, 

3/4" thick configuration that is bonded to a 

breathable white fabric layer. Stiff yet flexible, 

the texture of HyperVent is not felt through the 

thinnest of mattresses and can be easily cut to 

fit any shape.                                                     

If you are dealing with general condensation, 

the marina store has many products and air 

dryers that can help, just ask! 

http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/tags/anchor.html


 

Walking means that you can go one half as far as you want and return on the same route for a 

different point of view or just wander back. It’s up to you. 

Prepare for the weather, of course, so changes don’t make you run back. On this walk you aren’t 

far from civilization, so you won’t need a backpack, but as you go farther, water and a camera or 

cell phone are good ideas.   

Okay, this walk to Old Town is all on sidewalks. The distance is a little more than 2 miles each 

way, so you can do part and still see some interesting sights.  f you have time to go the whole 

way, plan on taking a break at the Old Town Dock (benches and a public restroom) or a side trip 

up to the charming sights of Old Town. 

*Start your walk on the Esplanade at the Foss Harbor Marina Store.  You’ll see your neighbors, their boats, tugs and barges and marine birds in good 

quantities. Continue north passing the Seaport Museum which a good place to look in the windows to see the ever changing displays which may encourage 

you to come by again to explore inside.  Don’t forget to check out any fishermen on the long dock—it’s fun to see their catch. 

The Rock the Dock restaurant is hard to pass if you are hungry. Check out the menu and return some sunny afternoon. If you make it to Thea’s Park, the 

little rocky beach is a good place to throw rocks into the water or watch grain ships loading from the terminal ahead. 

If you decide to continue, cross over the South 4th St. Bridge and take the crosswalk to the other side of Shuster Parkway. In spring there is a peppery 

watercress growing along the sidewalk, but there are cleaner places one can pick some once you know what it looks like. The car traffic and trains can be 

noisy, but this is part of the “Grit City” image of Tacoma. There are countless geese, pigeons, and crows near the grain elevators. Keep going and look for 

the broken pilings which mark the spots of bygone docks (a good place to kayak). Once you see the two Navy ships tied to the shore, don’t miss the 

chance to see cormorants on the lines, and, if you are lucky, eagles up on the masts of these ships. 

Just beyond the ships is a lovely salt water lagoon full at high tide and accessible from a dirt trail from the Chinese Reconciliation Garden, a zen-like place to 

sit on a bench and maybe see a seal swimming by while you are enjoying the big view of Commencement Bay 

Once here in Old Town there’s the great restored town dock, the fish market, the super walk to Pt. Defiance straight ahead. That’s at least another 2.5 

miles, so it’s for another day. You can turn around, return right now, but you can also explore charming Old Town with St. Peter’s Church (built in 1873 

on Starr Street,) coffee shops, the Slavonian Hall sculpture, the pioneer Job Carr’s log cabin, gift shops, banks, dentists, etc. . .  

If it’s too soon to stop, try the over the hill route back to the Stadium District, downtown, and then down the Murray Morgan Bridge, and back to the 

marina.  If you decide to reverse your course to return to the marina, on a lucky day you’ll have a view of Mt. Rainier with you.   

Always hoping for sun breaks, Linda Gresham 

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 

Walks from Foss Harbor Marina:  #1 Marina Store to Old Town       

These seafaring felines are ready for action!   

Weather they are piloting s/v Camelot, snoozing 

in the salon, or giving orders to deck mates                    

Morgan and Kyle,  it is and always 

will be  the live-aboard life for 

Scout & Scurvy Skipper Bean! 

 Scurvy              

Skipper Bean   

taking the 

helm! 

“Join me for a 

dip?                  

Anyone?” 

asks Scout. 


