
Following Seas 
If you're anything like the rest of us, chances are that you're 

counting down the days until boating season's opening day. 

With the holidays well in the rear view mirror and the days 

growing longer (if ever so slightly), there's certainly a sense 

of anticipation throughout the marina as boat owners start 

putting a dent in their preseason make-ready list. Before we 

look too far ahead, however, I'd like to take a brief moment 

to reflect on some of our experiences, challenges and 

successes from the last year.  

With the marine industry and the U.S. economy as a whole 

starting to grow again after a few lean years, occupancy is 

now back to pre-recession levels. Slips are full, storage 

lockers have a waiting list of over a year and live-aboard 

slots are only slightly less valuable than gold bullion. In short, 

now is a great time to be at Foss Harbor Marina! We've 

also made numerous recent improvements and added 

services that add value to our customers and improve your 

overall experience. Some of the most recent improvements include: 

 

- Addition of Marina-wide WiFi Network - Although WiFi has become ubiquitous, providing good coverage in a marine environment is 

extremely costly and logistically challenging. In fact, fewer than 5 marinas in the Puget Sound provide marina-wide WiFi, and none of them 

offer it to permanent tenants for free. As of January 1st, Foss Harbor does both! 

 

- High-speed Diesel Pumps - Our upgraded diesel pumps dispense our high-quality Valv-Tect marine diesel up to 40% faster, allowing you to 

spend less time on the fuel dock and more time on the water.  

 

- Updated Tenant Lounge - With new furniture, a new LED flat-screen TV and improved WiFi, the marina tenant lounge is more 

comfortable and inviting than ever. We now even have an outdoor lounge area during the warmer months! 

 

- Refreshed Restroom & Showers - The large shower in the north men's restroom was just replaced, and all other facilities have been (or 

will soon be) repainted and receive updated fixtures. We're also more committed than ever to keeping our restroom areas sparkling and 

spotless, ensuring that your experience is pleasant and stress-free! 

 

This is just a brief snapshot of our commitment to improving our facility, and we have many more exciting projects in the pipeline for the 

next couple of years. We're not content with simply being fully occupied and operating a successful marina; we want to become the 

premier boating destination in the Puget Sound.  

 

Be sure to stay tuned for updates and, as always, don't ever hesitate to contact us if there's anything we can do to make your time with us 

even better.  

-Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

  Tides & Times 
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February 1, 2017 

 



 

      Exploring our local waters with Sam Ginn        
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Do you have a beautiful or unique photo of the marina, 

waterway or Tacoma?  Send your photos to 

melynda@fossharbor.com 

                                           

Thank you Dana Gillette for 

capturing this beautiful           

frozen sunrise from early 

January 2017. As lovely as 

the frozen waterway is, we 

won’t miss this weather!  

 

 

    Foss Photo of the 

Month 

It had a pointy face and a flat tail, the  
creatures head contains a cavity filled with 
a sticky and barbed proboscis (nose) it 
uses as a means for defense, and a way to 
capture prey. When disturbed it would roll 
onto its side and swim like an eel for a few 
feet and then sink back to the sea floor. 
Parborlasia Corrugatus can grow to over 
6.5 feet in length, this one was about 4.5 feet in length.  

Creepy yet cool!                                                             Photographer Sam Ginn 

GIANT SEA WORM! Parborlasia             

Corrugatus, Aka Giant Antarctic Ma-

rine Worm. I found this strange crea-

ture around 50' depth while doing 

a night dive off of Redondo, WA  near 

Salty's.  At first look I thought it was an 

octopus arm until I took a closer look. 



 HOW TO CHOOSE THE BEST SIZED DOCK LINES  and other tips!   
In light of the big wind storm last month, we have compiled some             

information for our residents. As FHM staff walked the docks securing  

vessels, we noticed some lines and fenders in pretty rough shape and 

want to emphasize how integral these parts of your moorings really are. 

We saw dirty frayed lines, some not thick enough and straining under 

the weight of the vessel. Snubbers and spring lines are very important to 

have as well; having some resilience in your lines will help keep you 

from incurring damage that could have been avoided due to them           

snapping. Replace your lines and the like often as needed. Rearranging 

your dock lines can add extra life, doing this takes the constant               

wear-and-tear off of one specific location. Your lines should always have 

some elasticity to them, and they absolutely should be marine grade. Any old Home Depot rope will not do.  Washing your lines  

occasionally reduces grit which is a line killer. Washing them adds life to them. 

Your lines will be like new! (Well, almost…) The diagram bottom right illustrates 

three of the most common ways to secure your boat to a dock. As you'll notice, 

all ways of securing your boat require at least three dock lines.  For length, tran-

sient dock lines should be close to 2/3 of the boats length if being used on the 

stern or bow of the boat. For spring lines, they should be equal to your boats 

length. Ideally, you should have two stern lines, two bow lines, and two spring 

lines on board. At a minimum, you should have one bow line, one stern 

line, and two spring lines. As the diagram at the end of this article 

shows, you don't always need to use two bow/stern lines, but you 

should have them on board regardless, because there will likely be a 

time when you do need them. When you're expecting heavy/stormy 

conditions, consider doubling up your lines. Your dock line must be ny-

lon rope. Polypropylene degrades quickly in the sun, doesn't have the 

level of stretch needed, and has a low breaking strength so it is generally 

a bad choice. Dock lines most commonly come in three weave 

types: three-stand, braided and double braided. There's subtle differ-

ences between these three types of lines listed below, but ultimately, 

any of these types makes an adequate dock line. 

 Three-strand: Abrasion resistant, stretches more, easier to splice less                   

expensive. 

 Braided Nylon: Stronger, easy on the hands, looks good. 

 Double Braided Nylon: Strongest, easy to handle, abrasion resistant and              

controlled elongation, looks good. 

Almost anything you buy in a store labeled a "dock line" is going to have a loop on 

one end for fastening it to a cleat, typically around 12" in size. Transient lines (i.e. 

non-permanent lines) will not have loops on both ends of the line as they will need 

to drawn to various sizes depending on the dock they are on. Permanent lines 

which never leave the dock may have loops on both end. If you plan to splice your 

own lines, do yourself a favor and purchase three strand lines instead of braided as 

they are a lot easier to splice. 

Dock lines come in a variety of colors. While the color has no real practical use 

aside from aesthetics, keep in mind that darker lines will tend to fade quicker than 

lighter lines. Conversely, lighter lines shower dirt easier than darker lines.  3 



 

 

                                           

 

 

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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This calico cutie named Mia spends her 

days leisurely dozing aboard M/V Revel. 

Mia is very shy and did not agree to 

have her picture taken. Her pet Dale 

acted as paparazzo and snapped a          

couple as he could to share.  In the  

famous words of Greta 

Garbo:  “I vaant to be left                           

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your 

four legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 

Thanks to               

everyone who 

stopped by Boat 

Show booth 819 to 

say hi, we have had 

a great time so far! 

 

 
 

Are you having difficulties with con-

trolling moisture & humidity aboard 

the boat? Are you tired of running 

up huge electric bills because your 

space heaters are working over-

time? If so, come check out our new 

selection dehumidifiers and mois-

ture control systems! We've got 

every size from 100 to 1000 cubic 

feet, so swing by the store to take a 

look today! 

             Keep your boat warm and dry! 

alone…” 
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Anybody Need Some Rigging Work Done? 
 
I’m talking with Andy Schwenk of Northwest Rigging about doing some work on my roller                
furling system.  He would be coming all the way down from Anacortes, so would like to visit 
other boats while he is at the marina.  If you are thinking about having some work done on 
your rigging, or even discussing a project idea, these guys are among the best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He would like to come down sometime in the middle of February and should have time to visit 
a couple of other boats.  If you are interested, please let me know and I will add you to the list. 

 
Mark Cole 

Fiddler’s Green, C-12 
253.820.7655 

 

 

GE Dehumidifier 
for sale $100 
Model ADEL30LR 
 
30 liter with an 
external drain 
connector draws 
only 3.8 amps 
Lightly used for 
ten months. 
$170 new at Home 
Depot 
Click here for 
more info: 
 
Call Michael at  
425-213-6731 
 

“Willows” 30’ Catalina 1979 sail boat 

+ 10’ inflatable dinghy 2005 with   

Mercury Motor 6 horsepower                                              

We are willing to entertain any                 

reasonable offers.  Anyone interested 

can contact me:                                                              

Zamari Lopez 787-649-4458 or                                                                

zlopezg@yahoo.com 

 

Your ad 

here 

for 

FREE 
Submit to:              

melynda@fossharbor.com 
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