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July 1, 2014 

  June can be a season of its own here in the PNW—waiting for 
"summer" to begin. As the saying goes, "summer starts here on July 5th", with 

this year being no exception.  Seeing 
the already high cost of fuel on the 
rise again, those boats with motors 
may find themselves sticking closer to 
home, leaving us with the thought 
“sailing may not be so bad after all”. I 
find myself avoiding the fuel dock 
hoping the price will come down 
quickly as my tanks are getting 
depleted with each trip to 
Quartermaster or The Tides!  I can 
tell you that prices don’t appear to be 
going down any time soon; as I sit 
here on 6/20 writing this, they keep 
climbing.  This will be a painful 
journey to the pumps next week!  
However, I have vowed to have the 
best season yet on the boat, 
regardless of fuel prices. It is not 
where we go or how far, just the 
journey, making new friends, the boat 
ride along the way with the smell of 

the salt air, as long as it is away from the dock.  I find I get more small 
projects done floating on an anchor than if I tried sitting on a dock; it is 
amazing what you can get done if you’re relaxed and in your happy place.  So 
get out there folks and enjoy the summer; I promise it will be here soon.  We 
will be at Quartermaster for the 4th (personally, the best show on the sound 
and no crazy aftermath of frothing prop wash at midnight to deal with), so if 
you see us floating out there (38' Bayliner, "Road To Oz"), you are welcome to 
raft, the more the merrier or just give a honk and a wave!   
 
Lori Natucci, General Manager 
 

  Tides & Times 
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        First Mate’s Watch   

 After 9 long months of   

preparation, planning and slogging 

through another rainy Pacific     

Northwest winter, we now find     

ourselves smack in the middle of the 

2014 boating season. Despite record 

high fuel prices and a dearth of sunny 

and warm June weekends, there is a 

palpable sense of excitement in the 

air, even more so than in seasons 

past. Certainly July's warmer 

weather, sunshine and fishing season 

play a role in this anticipation of the 

summer ahead, but from my perspective, there's a bit more to it.  

After years - even decades - of being brushed off as an inferior industrial wasteland, we are finally beginning to see       

Tacoma and its glorious (and previously woefully underutilized) waterfront transform into an attractive and engaging 

boating destination before our very eyes. In the last year, we have seen the revitalization of the once-decrepit Murray 

Morgan Bridge into a gleaming, modern symbol of our town's return to its halcyon days, while another downtrodden    

historical relic - the Foss Waterway Seaport - has also experienced a significant remodel, with even more renovations 

scheduled in the near future. Johnny's Seafood, another Foss Waterway mainstay,  recently underwent a complete over-

haul of its exterior facade and converted its previously drab, sparse interior into a vibrant seafood bistro - complete with 

extensive beer and wine list! Looking into the very near future, several waterfront condo and/or commercial       

developments have either broken ground or expect to do so within 24 months.  

A little closer to home, Foss Harbor Marina is in the midst of a renaissance of its own, with the recent esplanade replace-

ment at the north end of the marina and its continuation towards the south end of the marina scheduled this fall being the 

driving force behind some of our changes. Our B and C-docks are also slated for replacement this winter, which will      

coincide with the addition of a brand-new wave attenuator that will help protect the rest of the marina from some of the 

nastier northerly squalls we tend to experience during winter. 

Each one of these projects, coupled with recent downtown additions such as the Tacoma Convention Center, the Tacoma 

Link Light Rail system and the Pacific Avenue Streetscape project, have all played a vital role in our beloved Tacoma's 

continued maturation and evolution towards being a legitimate boating destination, rather than simply a stopover for 

folks heading north to the San Juan Islands, or south to Olympia. Recent positive coverage of Tacoma's waterfront in    

several noteworthy publications like Sunset Magazine, in addition to a tremendous amount of "word of mouth"              

advertising, has started to bring a significant number of boaters and non-boaters alike to our fair city, simply so they can 

see what all the buzz is about.  

Yes, the year is almost exactly halfway over (!), but with a thriving and vibrant waterfront that is finally growing and 

evolving, this palpable excitement won't be fading when the days grow shorter; Tacoma - and its waterfront - are here to 

stay.  

Ian Wilkinson                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Marina Manager 2 



       I know that all of us here at Foss Harbor keep our vessel in tip-top shape and 

enjoy season after season of boating without mishap or mechanical failure - and the sun 

sets in the east!  Truth is sooner or later we all have that unfortunate event that at the 

least, threatens our fun and at worst our property or even our lives.  Who will you call?  

Anyone who monitors their marine radio knows that boaters get into trouble now and 

again and are in need of outside assistance. Being at the mercy of who ever might be 

near you or hoping your buddy that owns a boat will answer your call is risky at best. I 

recently sat down with Captain Nick Stivers of Vessel Assist and here is a bit of what I 

learned. 

Vessel Assist has 3 active boats in Puget Sound. They are strategically located at Port of 

Everett, Eagle Harbor and right here at Foss Harbor Marina.  They operate 24/7/365.  

Aside from the obvious tow service, you might be surprised to know that being a member also affords you many minor 

services such as fuel drops and jump starts when on the water, prop and anchor disentanglement, refloating your boat after 

soft groundings as well as fuel and travel discounts with participating venders/merchants. That is just a quick list of the type of 

benefits available to members. 

If you're travelling north to the San Juan Islands and beyond, there are additional boats in Friday Harbor as well as the Canadian 

Gulf Islands. For those of you fishing the Pacific, they are now in Westport as well. 

We all love to be self reliant, but sometimes the problem is simply bigger then we are prepared for.  As with any of these 

programs, there are varying levels of coverage for different annual cost but should you ever need their help know that the top 

level service is less per year then 1hour of their time should you need their help without the benefit of that membership. I can 

say from my own personal experience that the one time I needed their help, the savings paid for my membership for the next 

10 years.  So, if you don't already have some kind of assistance program in place and want to know more, Nick can be reached 

at 253-677-4165 to answer your specific questions about the program.  You can also find printed information in the office or at 

the fuel dock. Here’s hoping all of you have a great summer of safe and happy boating. 

 

Scottie M.                                                  

Operations Manager 

 

 

 

 

                           Scottie’s Scuttlebutt 

***IMPORTANT PUMP-OUT 

SERVICE CHANGES***   

 

PUMP-OUT SERVICE DAYS ARE NOW 

TUESDAY AND THURSDAY.  24-HOUR 

NOTICE IS REQUIRED. YOU MAY         

REQUEST A PUMP-OUT VIA FOSS        

HARBOR WEBSITE, PHONE OR                   

E-MAIL. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE 

MARINA OFFICE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

PUMP-OUT. 

 

 

PHONE:  253-267-8791 

 

E-MAIL:  Pumpout@Fossharbor.com  

 

WEBSITE:                                              

Fossharbormarina.com 

Foss Photo of the Month - It’s the live-aboard life for me! Rain, 

sun, snow and wind, aboard my boat I’ll be! This photo was 

taken by one of our live-aboard RESIDENTS on C-Dock.  

Thank you Trevor! 
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This dynamic duo is Wayne and Tecca Bird (pronounced Tikah). It’s always a delight when she visits us in the marina office, as she 

is quite naughty and amusing. Tecca loves to visit her boat. She can talk and has quite the vocabulary, one of her favorite sayings 

is “Here kitty kitty kitty” . Kitty beware, for Tecca has ulterior motives and will make it known who is boss! Just ask the Wayne’s 

Toy Poodle Chloe, AKA Tecca’s arch enemy; Tecca will jump up on poor Chloe and ride her like a horse! Tecca also enjoys biting 

fingers and screaming like a crazy lady from time to time. Wayne actually had a visit from the police once because of the 

screaming— the neighbors thought something terrible was happening! No Tecca, bad Tecca!!   

 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four (or two) legged family member to Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

                     Tidal Tidbits  

          Pets On The Poop Deck 

4 

 July movie night is on the 19th.  The feature will begin at dusk on our 12’ inflatable screen. Please feel free 

to bring snacks to share; the marina will be popping up buttery popcorn in our deluxe machine!  The 

movie title will be announced on Facebook, but if you have any suggestions please message us on FB or e-

mail Info@fossharbor.com, Thanks! 

 Tacoma’s 4th of July Fireworks Extravaganza is at the Freedom Fair July 4!  
Don’t miss this day of fun!  Live music, vendors, delicious food of all kinds and the famous July 4th air show.  

The fireworks show begins at 10:10 pm and will include shells ranging from three to ten inches in diameter – 

the size of basketballs! The height each shell reaches after firing varies depending on size. The largest reach 

a height of almost a quarter of a mile before bursting.  The display will be synchronized to a soundtrack 

broadcast from sound system on the Les Davis Pier, from several stages, and on Click 98.9 FM and KLAY 

AM 1180, so bring a radio. The soundtrack includes patriotic songs and familiar classics. For more info: 

www.freedomfair.com  

 Foss Harbor’s annual garage sale is July 12th, 9am—3pm.  Please sign up in the office 

so we know where to direct people.  If you do not have a storage space at the marina 

and would like to participate, let us know and we will save you a spot.  Please bring 

your own tables and shade. 

 A big giant thank you to everyone who came out to play on Marina Day and made it a great success! Thank you to Bill 

Brown and the Kingbees, Affordable Massage (Tracy!) Captain Nick Stivers and all of our donors: Pacific Parasail, If 

Wishes Were Fishes (Kerstin Hilton), Indochine on Pacific, City of Destiny Floats, Mt. Rainier Pacific Railroad, Sea Wil-

low Charters and Rock the Dock. Also, thank you to everyone who lent us a pop-up tent in case of inclement weather.   

 



  Did you ever want a chart plotter, but couldn’t 

afford one? Do you know you can own a chart plotter for free? 

If you already have a GPS unit and a PC computer, then you 

almost have one. I know, I said it was free, but you will need to 

buy a 9 pin serial port (male and female) adapter with a USB 

connection. (see photos) This might cost about $20.00 and is 

easily available at any electronic-computer store or online. This 

will connect your computer to your GPS. Add the free charts 

and the SeaClear II program and you will have your Chart 

Plotter. 

 In 2009 a Columbia River boating friend, Capt. Dan of the SV 

WhiskyJack, walked me through this process. My learning curve 

was steep, but with his patience and my persistence I was able to 

configure, calibrate and get it all up and running. You will need 

a GPS which transmits NMEA 0183 1.5 or higher messages and 

a PC with Windows 2000/ XP/Vista. I use a HP Netbook (XP)  

with a DC adapter/cigarette plug and a very old Garmin 48 GPS. 

 First, go to www.noaa.com. Then click on NOAA/navigational 

charts: NOAA RNC (Raster Navigational charts) and download all of 

the free WA State Charts.  

Second, go to SeaClear II at www.sping.com/seaclear and download 

the free program. Instructional manual is included, but difficult to 

follow. 

Third, you have to calibrate the charts into the SeaClear II program so 

they can communicate with each 

other, i.e., be seen/read. Calibration 

manual is included. 

Fourth, you have to wire the serial 

port adapter to your GPS.   

Left is a 9 pin serial port adaptor 

with USB—male portion. 

 

 

 

Right is the female 

part of the 9 pin 

adapter which 

connects to the 

male USB portion. 

Together they 

connect the 

computer to the 

GPS. Out of the 9 

pins you only need 

to connect 3 wires. 

 

 

With your SeaClear 

II program you can 

create routes, 

waypoints, tracks, 

Why didn’t  I  think of that? B y  H i r a  B a r b a r a  R e i d  

establish mileage and use its electronic logbook.  See above for my 

waypoints from Destruction Island to Neah Bay on my 2011 trip up 

the coast from Astoria to Puget Sound.  

My Chart Plotter is next to my radar and GPS. The photo below 

was taken while locking through one of the Dams along the Snake 

River 2011.  Also, note I have a chart book handy at my nav station, 

just in case….. the satellite falls out of the sky. 

 Many large boats have SeaClear II as a back-up program in 

their laptops.    

  Another low cost chart plotter is the Navionics app for your      

IPhone 5 for $9.95.             

 As a bare-bones back-up you can use your GPS locator in your 

IPhone/Android phone with the map set on “satellite mode.”  A 

nice blue dot will show you where you are. 

 If you are not interested in using this system as an onboard 

working chart plotter, it is a great tool to have all these free 

charts installed in your computer and to access them as a trip 

planner. 

After all these 

years of using 

SeaClear II, I 

wouldn’t leave 

port without it. 

The main 

drawback is the 

glare on the 

computer screen 

when there is 

direct sunlight. 

How often does 

that happen? If any of this interests you, my email is 

hirareid@gmail.com. 
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A Free Chart Plotter: SeaClear II Program + NOAA Raster 

                                   More from Barbara:     http://shatooshandpashmina.blogspot.com 

http://www.noaa.com
http://www.sping.com/seaclear
http://shatooshandpashmina.blogspot.com/


What’s in a word? 

 Attorneys, parents, golfers, doctors, skateboarders, 

quilters, artists, rugby players … you name it … every human 

pursuit comes equipped with its own unique language. Boaters, 

professional or otherwise, are no exception.  In truth, it may be 

argued that many words used elsewhere in our society have 

nautical origins.  For example, even the Latin base for the word 

government means “to steer” … and I suspect they weren’t talking 

about their Ford F-150’s. 

 

Baggywrinkle, Dolphin Strikers and more … 

Have you ever found yourself in a conversation with someone 

that tells you they are experienced boaters, but the words and 

descriptors they use reveal the underlying truth?  For starters, 

when somebody uses miles per hour to describe their boat speed, 

rather than knots, I begin to wonder.  If they say (and I’ve heard) 

knots per hour, I know they’re making it up.  Oh, OH, and when 

they start saying “kitchen”, “downstairs”, “bumper”, or “wind 

thingy”, I visibly cringe and make some excuse to depart, like, I’ve 

got to use the toilet, er, head (a term for toilet which has its own 

nautical origin). 

 

More fun: once they’re certified as a P1TNC (Phase One 

Tolerable Nautical Conversant) (forgive me, I’m making this up as 

I write), begin then to listen for evidence that they just might have 

a deeper understanding of Matters Maritime.  For example, did 

you know that the term “bamboozle” first meant to deceive a 

passing vessel as to your ship’s origin or nationality by flying an 

ensign other than your own – a common practice of pirates.  

Heck, by that measure, I must be a pirate … I am guilty of 

attempted bamboozle all the time. 

 

So just what should be in your sea bag of talking tricks? 

We all know the meaning of the phrase “three sheets in the wind”.  

How about “the cut of his jib”?  Or the “eyes of the ship”?  “Mind 

your P’s and Q’s”?  All have nautical origins worth researching.  

That said, I’d suggest that in communicating afloat there are fine 

lines between not enough, useful and too much of a good thing.  

While ‘historic speak’ can be fun and useful, it’s important for 

each mariner to distinguish the marginal utility of loading their 

vocabulary with superfluous BS (bully-boy scantlings) versus 

actually communicating effectively with your crew.  Unless you 

can set aside garboard strakes, margin plates, mangers, panting 

frames and the rest, or at least calm your nautical blurt-out reflex, 

Flagship Maritime Footnotes          By Captain Skip Anderson    

you’ll stand a good chance of being a solo sailor the rest of your 

life (your “trick at the wheel”, as Tennyson wrote).  It’s called 

being a terminal smart aleck, which usually only one person fails 

to recognize: you. 

 

Learn to curb your zeal for Pirate Talk! 

Sure, it’s fun to talk pirate-nasty at a dock party, but really, 

should you continue in character during your everyday strolls 

down the floats?  Pretty soon the neighbors will start 

wondering aloud back at you, and pretty soon the sea battles 

will begin to flare up, dueling fisticuffs at midnight, drunken 

shout-downs in front of even the not-so-fair maidens … you 

get the picture … learn when to throttle back.  It’s highly 

unlikely whether others really give a hoot if you set your 

ringtails abaft the mizzen peak, or hoist your absentee pennant 

aloft with your antique whalebone pig stick, so explaining in 

detail the subtle differences between scuppers and freeing ports 

will assuredly fall on numb minds as well. 

 

Oh, but then relax and have fun with the languaging … 

Originally, skylarking described the antics of young sailors who 

climbed aloft and slid down the backstays for fun.  Since the 

ancient word “lac” means “to play”, and the games started high 

in the masts, the earliest term in use was skylacing.  My 

coaching: skylark (play) a bit with the language of the sea, and 

you’ll likely gain a whole new perspective on your personal 

relationship to your nautical passions, the sea, your boats, and 

all the flotsam and jetsam surrounding you.  Splice the main 

brace and enjoy!  Aaarrgh! 
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Dopeler Effect : The tendency of     
stupid ideas to seem smarter when 

they come at you rapidly. 


