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Thanks to everyone who 

joined us for June’s 

National Marina Day 

celebration! Although the 

weather wasn’t perfect, 

the rain did hold off and 

we enjoyed a lot of great 

food, awesome music 

from Bill Brown & the 

Kingbees and excellent 

company. You’ll find a 

more comprehensive 

thank you and list of 

event sponsors on page 

3. We’re already looking 

forward to next year!  

 

As summer continues to ramp up (although the weather still hasn’t cooperated much), the 

activity along the waterway and downtown will also increase. Unfortunately, this can also mean 

a rise in car prowls, vehicle theft and other aggravating property crimes, so we recommend 

that all of you take additional precautions to keep you and your property safe. A recent article 

by the News Tribune shows that Tacoma had the highest rate of property crime among 

several Western Washington cities — Seattle included — that used the same crime reporting 

system, according to the city’s Property Crimes Reduction Task Force. The task force made 35 

recommendations to the City Council, including several that the marina has been requesting 

for years, such as additional officer staffing, more Community Liaison Officers and better 

reporting mechanisms. Additional recommendations ranged from increasing funding for Pierce 

County drug court to beefing up police department spending on property-crime investigations, 

to using social media to educate residents on protecting themselves. While it’s unfortunate 

that the entire city of Tacoma has seen an increase in these types of property crimes over the 

last few years, it is promising that our residents and city government officials are finally 

beginning to take action.  If you DO 

happen to be the victim of a vehicle 

break-in, car theft or other non-

violent crime, be sure to file a 

report via the tacomasafe.org 

website. Safe boating, everyone! 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager 

  Tides & Times 
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Tacomasafe.org  is a quick, easy way to report property crimes. All crimes, even minor 

ones, should be reported for tracking purposes. 
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 Happenings 

JULY 16th 10am-6pm & JULY 17th 10am-5pm 

705 Dock St, Tacoma, WA 98402 

Tacoma Maritime Fest is the only annual celebration of Tacoma’s most important asset: its waterfront. Join us at this all

-ages event and be part of this valued maritime tradition that honors Tacoma’s rich maritime history, the trades that 

defined its past, and the activities and industry that shape it now. Admission to Maritime Fest is FREE, and so are our 

activities, which include visiting the Foss Waterway Seaport museum, boarding the boats, making toy boats, painting our 

community mural, going out on FREE boat tours of the Foss Waterway and the Port of Tacoma, watching live music, 

and so much more!  

FOSS HARBOR ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 

We have coordinated our annual garage sale with Maritime Fest this year to 

ensure lots of foot traffic. We have 98 storage units on site here and you 

never know what treasures you can buy, sell or trade. The garage sale will be 

one day only, July 16th, from 10 to 4. If you do not have a storage unit at the 

marina and want to participate, come on in to the office and sign up. We will 

make a space for you! 

Stick around after for the garage sale for MOVIE 

NIGHT!  We are breaking out the 12’ inflatable 

movie screen and giant speakers to end the day 

the right way.  The feature starts at dusk and we 

will have a vote on Facebook to choose the movie, 

so stay tuned! 

http://www.fosswaterwayseaport.org/


Monroe was rescued in 

Sarasota, FL, as a refugee 

from a kill shelter in 

Louisiana. As a Cajun 

southern gentleman, he 

needed a Cajun name. A poll 

among our friends on 
Facebook resulted: Monroe 

Boudreaux Bonaparte. He 

loves sunning and socializing 

on the deck of Kuokoa, slip 

D2. 

Thanks Arlen & Carolyn! 

 

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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Thank you Ben L. from R-Dock for snapping this 

photo of a stormy June day, and sharing it with us.  

 

Do you have a beautiful or unusual photo of the marina or            

waterway? Send it to melynda@fossharbor.com 

Do you have a pet on your 

poop deck?  Send a photo of 

your four legged family      

member to 

Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

Blindfolded dinghy races 

        Foss Photo of the Month 

MARINA DAY EXTRAVAGANZA 

The Foss   
Harbor team 
would like to  
extend huge 
THANK YOU 
to everyone 
who came 
out to our National Marina Day event 
last month and made it a success! 
There were some great tunes by the 
Bill Brown and the Kingbees that got a 
few people out of the chairs and onto 
the dance floor and God knows we all 
ate WAY too much. Thanks to Robert 
from P-dock who 
treated us to ribs and 
a stuffed tenderloin at 
the end; it was a nice 
treat. Congrats to  
everyone who won 
fabulous raffle prizes, 
including prizes 
from Fleet Feet Sports 
Tacoma,  Rock The 
Dock Pub & Grill, Commencement 
Bay Marine Services Inc, The Social 
Bar and Grill, Pacific Grill,  Pacific 
Parasail,  Silver Cloud Hotel,  
Brandy’s Attic Antiques and More, and 
everyone else who so generously 
sponsored our event. We love all of 
you and can't wait for the next event! 

Bill Brown & 

The Kingbees 

Tracy Wright,           

Affordable Massage 

https://www.facebook.com/fftacoma/
https://www.facebook.com/fftacoma/
https://www.facebook.com/RockTheDockPub/
https://www.facebook.com/RockTheDockPub/
https://www.facebook.com/CBMSI/
https://www.facebook.com/CBMSI/
https://www.facebook.com/thesocialbarandgrill/
https://www.facebook.com/thesocialbarandgrill/
https://www.facebook.com/PacificGrill/
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D e s  M oi n es  Fu e l  D oc k   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

On June 30 in Des Moines, Washington, firefighters             

responded Thursday morning after flames broke out in a 40 

foot fishing vessel moored next to a fuel dock at Des 

Moines Marina. The fire sent a cloud of smoke over the 

marina that could be seen blocks away. One man was 

aboard the vessel when the fire broke out. He was able to 

jump off onto the dock and was not injured. The man and 

others pushed the boat back away from the fuel pump as 

flames and smoke spewed from the interior of the water-

craft. Firefighters attacked the blaze from land and using a 

patrol boat equipped with a fire hose. The cause of the 

blaze is unknown at this time. The boat was not refueling 

when the blaze broke out.                                                                

Depending on its size, if a fire occurs while in a marina, it may be best to evacuate the boat, dial 911, and let professiona l 

firefighters handle it. Remember, fire extinguishers are small, quick fixes. If you can't put out the fire with one extin-

guisher (two at the most), get out. For fires away from the dock, you'll have to be more self -reliant, as evacuation will be 

more difficult and assistance likely longer in coming. Your response when dealing with an onboard fire while anchored or 

underway will ultimately be determined by existing conditions (type of fire, location, etc.). However, in general, one of 

the first steps should be notifying the Coast Guard utilizing VHF Channel 16. Letting someone know you're in trouble 

sooner rather than later gives rescue agencies (or good Samaritans nearby) a quicker response time should assistance be 

needed. Once contact is established, pass crucial information as quickly as possible (location, type and size of vessel, num-

ber of people on board, boat name, etc) as there might not be a second chance should the fire knock out your electronics 

(another reason to have a handheld VHF fully charged at all times).  

 If the fire occurs while underway, stop the boat, paying attention to your surroundings, while maneuvering to avoid other 

vessels, to the extent possible. If the fire is in the engine room, one of the worst things to do is the first thing everyone  

wants to do: open up the compartment to see what's going on. Don't do it. You'll only provide additional oxygen, which 

can turn a smoldering fire into an abandon-ship-type conflagration. It can also overcome you with fumes.         

The best way to fight an engine-room fire is having an appropriately sized, clean-agent automatic extinguisher system 

mounted within the engine compartment. "Automatic" is a key word here, but there should also be a manual discharge 

control located outside the engine compartment (normally at the helm) so that the unit can be immediately discharged in 

the event you or a crewmember become aware of a fire before the auto-release mechanism kicks in.      

If you don't have an engine-room fire-suppression system, fire ports should be installed to fight engine fires. These are 

small ports or openings that allow you to discharge a portable, clean-agent fire extinguisher (such as Halotron) directly 

into the engine room without opening hatches or access panels. Ensure your fire port is big enough to accept the extin-

guisher nozzle, can be opened or accessed from outside the engine compartment, and is located so that the portable fire 

extinguisher can be properly discharged in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions (able to be discharged in an 

upright position, etc.). These extinguishers should be clearly marked for engine-room use only and mounted near the fire 

port.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Whether you use a portable unit and fire port or an automatic extinguisher, shut down the engine as soon as possible. 

Wind from boat movement can spread the fire. And importantly, a running engine can pump fire suppressant out of the 

engine compartment while continuing to suck in fresh air. It may also be feeding the fire with fuel. Most automatic units 

have an option for installing an automatic engine shutdown, an excellent idea that should be seriously considered. As 

clean-agent units kill the fire without damaging the engine and components, boaters can often restart their engines (after 

locating and correcting the initial problem) and return to port under their own power.              By Frank Lanier  
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