
 

 June 8th of 2018 began much like any other morning. I had just 

roused myself from a restless sleep, having spent much of the night 

thinking and anticipating a busy summer weekend and several              

upcoming marina and waterfront-related events that required               

considerable time and energy - two things that are in short supply 

during the summer months while one is busy running one of the 

largest marinas in the Puget Sound. The only thing that made this 

particular day stand out was the fact that June 8th just so happens 

to be my birthday (although, with the aforementioned absence of 

time and/or energy, there were no notable birthday shenanigans on 

the docket for the day). Or so I thought. As I carried out my             

standard morning routine of ironing my work clothes while              

absentmindedly listening to the news in the background, one               

sentence caught my attention: "Anthony Bourdain dead at 61". The world-renowned and nearly universally-loved chef, author,             

adventurer and TV personality had taken his own life in his hotel room in Kaysersberg, France and the words landed in my gut 

with the force of a semi truck. 

 

Nearly one month later, even after much time to reflect on this tragic loss, it is still difficult to understand and comprehend, 

much less to accept as fact. Perhaps more importantly, however, is the question "why do I care so damn much"? Truthfully, I never 

met the man, although I do know some who have.  What makes Anthony Bourdain different than Chris Cornell or Kurt Cobain 

or any of the other artists/celebrities who seemingly had it all, yet still took their own life? On the surface, Anthony was just a 

guy on TV who enjoyed traveling the world, eating amazing food prepared by Michelin-rated chefs and getting paid handsomely to 

do so. The reality, however, is far different. Whether he was in Uruguay, Hong Kong or West Virginia (Yes, he filmed an episode 

in West Virginia, of all places), he had an uncanny ability to relate to almost anyone, showing what appeared to be genuine               

empathy for the plight of the persecuted and downtrodden souls who shaped the cuisine and culture of each destination he             

visited. Rather than just hiding out in a suite at the Four Seasons, ordering room service and calling it a day, he went out of his 

way to touch, see and experience all that each city had to offer - the seedy bodegas and taverns in Brazil; the food trucks serving 

deep-fried spiders in Vietnam; the Duck à l'orange in Collonges-au-Mont-d'Or, France - he wanted to see what everyone who 

resided there saw and lived every day. Even more impressively, not only did he make us want to visit these often lesser-known 

locations ourselves, he made us care about them.  

 

Traveling the world for a living sounds glamorous and exciting and is something that, quite frankly, most of us have probably           

fantasized about at one point or another. In truth, however, many of us often get so comfortable and content in our daily             

routines of working, commuting, running errands and watching TV that it becomes far too easy to never venture outside of our 

familiar comfort zone. How many times have you postponed that family vacation or the summer trip to the San Juan Islands? 

How many times have you passed up that hip, new sushi joint down the street in favor of the same bland cheeseburger that 

you've had 100 times? Yes, if you take that summer vacation, there may be a few emails that go unanswered; that hip, new sushi 

place might be strange and unfamiliar and you could hate it. But you know what? You'll remember that experience a hell of a lot 

more than the cheeseburger.   

 

In the immortal words of a fearless, enlightened and adventurous soul who left this world better than he found it: "Your body is 

not a temple; it is an amusement park. Enjoy the ride".  

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

 

  Tides & Times 
July 1, 2018 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Collonges-au-Mont-d%27Or+France&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MM4oKrZU4gIzC3PMzMu0xLKTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VUn5RHgDaLQkvMQAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjI2-mNg4ncAhWDGDQIHbZrAJkQmxMIpgIoATAc


 

Parking Regulation Reminder—It’s summer time! Everyone wants to be on their 

boat, and for good reason! We want to make sure everyone is up to speed on parking proce-

dures. Monday –Thursday we are more than happy to write you ONE guest pass for the day/

night. Friday through Sunday and holidays, NO guest passes are given out, which helps ensure 

that all residents have a parking space during the busy summer months. Offsite parking in one 

of the neighboring Republic lots is only a couple of bucks for around 10 hours. Please direct 

your friends to the proper marina guest parking areas (this would be ONLY in the GRAVEL 

LOT by Gate 6, again, Monday through Thursday) and it is very important to make sure they (and you) are dis-

playing a proper parking pass. We will have unauthorized cars without current parking permits towed. 

The lot at Rock the Dock restaurant (535 Dock Street, about 1 block north of  Foss Harbor) 

has both inexpensive parking ($3 for 10 hours) AND a public dock. This means you can tem-

porarily tie your boat up on the public dock and have your friends park and load up right 

there on weekends! Of course your comrades are welcome to load up at the marina using a 

15 or 30 minute parking zone and then go find public parking, but by using the public dock, 

you can do it all in one shot! 

If you have questions or concerns, please come see us in the marina office before parking somewhere                          

questionable.  Thank you! 

You want my insurance, again?! 

                Yes, and here’s why: 

                For a number of years, the State’s list of derelict vessels to be 
removed from our waters has sat at around 250 vessels. That number didn’t 

fluctuate much. As soon as the state removed a vessel, another one popped 

up to be added to the list. So even though vessels were being removed, the 

problem was just continuing. The Department of Natural Resources, the 

agency whose job it is to remove derelict vessels, regularly maxes out their 

$2 million budget dealing with other people’s abandoned boats. 

                So, in 2014, the Washington State Legislature passed a round of 

Derelict Vessel Legislation intended to prevent vessels from getting to the 

point that they are abandoned and left for state tax payers to clean up. Part of that legislation included an insurance 

requirement for all vessels floating on state waters to carry a minimum of $300,000. 

Additionally, the state legislature included a requirement that, “Every private moorage facility operator must: 

Require as a condition of moorage, all vessels other than transient vessels to provide proof of marine insurance to 

the moorage facility.” 

Now, here’s the catch, any marina facility that fails to comply with this law becomes a secondary liable party 

to any vessel that becomes derelict after being at that marina. In other words, if we don’t require you to give us in-

surance documentation, and then you let your boat go derelict, Foss Harbor Marina can be forced to help pay for 

the removal of your derelict boat. 

So, to comply with the law, and to protect the marina that we love so much, we will continue to contact you 

annually for updated insurance paperwork; it’s just a part of being a boater in Washington and we appreciate you 

working with us to stay in compliance. Food for thought: if you ask your insurance company to add Foss Harbor as 

an “additional insured”, many insurance companies will send us a copy of your updated insurance docs each year 

automatically, so you don’t have to worry about it. You can check out the law for yourself by Googling  “RCW 

88.26.030”. 

—Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 
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             Marina Happenings 

 

Foss Harbor’s  ANNUAL 

GARAGE SALE and MOVIE 

NIGHT July 28 & 29 

We have 98 storage units on site here and you 

never know what treasures you can buy, sell or 

trade. The garage sale will be July 28th & 29th, 

10AM to 4PM. If you do not have a storage unit at the marina and want to partici-

pate, come on in to the office and sign up. We will make a space for you!  Stick 

around after the garage sale on SATURDAY THE 25th FOR MOVIE NIGHT!  We are 

breaking out the 12’ inflatable movie screen and giant speakers for your enjoyment. 

Bring some blankets, munchies and cold beverages of your choice! The feature starts 

at dusk (around 9ish) and we will have a vote on Facebook to select the movie, so 

keep your eyes peeled and cast your vote! 

Foss Harbor 

Marina is               

hosting a                      

blood drive on                   

Wednesday, 

July 18. You 

may donate 

from 11am to 2pm. Give the of-

fice a call to get scheduled, if 

you prefer, or show simply up 

and save lives! 

253-272-4404 

These just in, Foss Harbor 

logo’d medium sized dry bags! 

Get yours for only $10.99 

 

 



Hi my name is Elouise but you can call me Ellie. I am relatively new to the docks 
and the state of Washington. In my free time I like to sail, take long walks on the 
beach, read and hang with my sister. 
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Do you have a pet on your 

poop deck?  Send a photo of 

your four legged family      

member to 

Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

 

               Pets on the Poopdeck 

For larger vessels transiting Puget Sound, there is 

a service called Vessel Traffic Service, or VTS for 

short. VTS is based in Seattle and acts almost like 

air traffic control for the water, but a little differ-

ent. VTS monitors vessel movements and helps 

facilitate the safe passage of vessels. It is also a 

service that YOU can use! In foggy weather, for 

example, when you know you will be crossing a 

busy traffic area, you can call VTS for a traffic re-

port for the area you are in, thus giving you more 

information about other vessels allowing you to make better decisions with your navigation in 

regards to other vessels. Be sure though to only contact them if it’s important; they will not take 

lightly to simple chatter on their frequencies. Check out this article for some basics on commu-

nicating with VTS, or Seattle Traffic as it’s known on the air waves: http://

www.threesheetsnw.com/blog/2013/12/the-ins-and-outs-of-seattle-vessel-traffic-service/ 

And check out this link for a great video that explains VTS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Fs2fUCzi6h4.  This has been your aid to navigation for July! 

http://www.threesheetsnw.com/blog/2013/12/the-ins-and-outs-of-seattle-vessel-traffic-service/
http://www.threesheetsnw.com/blog/2013/12/the-ins-and-outs-of-seattle-vessel-traffic-service/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fs2fUCzi6h4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fs2fUCzi6h4


A HUGE thank you to everyone who came out to play on National Marina Day, June 9th! We had so much 
fun! The Fun Police rocked the stage and we all ate and drank way too much. We gave away hundreds of 
dollars in moorage and storage locker gift certificates and many other local businesses partnered with us to 
deliver fabulous prizes to you! We couldn't have done it without our magnanimous sponsors, who we would 
like to take a moment and extend our gratitude to:                                                                                                                         

The Social Bar and Grill, Rock The Dock Pub & Grill, Affordable Massage, Henry Earl Estates, Tacoma 
Devils Reef Cocktail Lounge, West Marine Fife, Commencement Bay Marine Services Inc, Pacific 
Parasail, & Brandys Attic. We also want to give a big shout-out to Dave's Dive Services LLC,  Savi Day Spa 
at Hotel Murano, Lemay Car Museum, Tacoma Art Museum, Dawg Town Tacoma, and Courtyard Marriot 
Downtown Tacoma. You guys are amazing!                                                                                     

Murray Morgan Bridge Upgrades and Closures  

Tacoma Power is upgrading its power lines attached to the 11th Street Bridge to support economic 

development in Tacoma’s downtown Central Business District and revitalization along Dock Street.  

The bridge will close from July 9th through August 17th.  Access to the elevator will remain open 

during the closure. The bridge will be open between July 26th & 29th for Maritime Fest. Between  

August 20th and the end of September, the bridge will be open to one lane of traffic. Vehicles will 

need to take turns across the bridge in either direction using one lane. The sidewalk will remain 

open.  

Boats will continue to have access beneath the bridge with a two-hour notice.  Call 253-627-4655 

for bridge access. 

For more info, such as detour and access maps, stop by the marina office and pick up a flyer on 
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IT WAS A MARINA DAY EXTRAVAGANZA! 

https://www.facebook.com/thesocialbarandgrill/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/RockTheDockPub/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Affordable-Massage-512374992160465/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Henry-Earl-Estates-510660712414040/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tacoma-Cabana-and-Rum-Bar/525493067464995?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tacoma-Cabana-and-Rum-Bar/525493067464995?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/museumofglass/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/CBMSI/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PacificParasail/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PacificParasail/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Brandys-Attic-404618842971247/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Daves-Dive-Services-LLC/160827410608518?fref=mentions


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR AD HERE FOR FREE! Send 

your submissions to                             

melynda@fossharbor.com 
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NORTH SLOPE                      

HISTORIC DISTRICT                  

GARAGE SALE JULY 14TH 

ONLY, 9AM TO 4PM! 

COME AND SEE WHAT 

TREASURES YOU MAY 

FIND! (NEIGHBORHOOD 

JUST BEHIND FRISKO 

FREEZE, NORTH SIDE) 

Asking $6000.00  

Call Michael               

-253-324-3652 


