
 

 MUNI DOCK & ESPLANADE 

DEMO  

 

The City of Tacoma has recently started demolition of two over
-water structures, both of which are adjacent to upland parcels 

owned or operated by Foss Harbor for tenant parking. These 
two structures are the Site 10 public esplanade (known to    

marina residents as the middle parking lot) and the Municipal 
Dock (the wooden pier adjacent to the gravel parking lot just 

north of the 11th Street Bridge). Although these demolition  
projects were originally planned for October 2018, permitting delays at the federal level caused them to be postponed until summer 

of 2019. Construction crews started work on July 1st and will likely be here for the next few weeks. Although we will provide       

additional details in the coming days regarding specifics, it is extremely important that you review the following information: 

 

• There will be no overnight parking in the Municipal Dock parking lot until the project is finished. We have not yet been given a 

completion date by the construction company or the City of Tacoma, although we do expect work to be finished by mid to late-

July. 

• It is anticipated that no vehicles will be permitted in the Municipal Dock parking lot during demolition. Work days will typically be 
Monday through Thursday, from 7AM to approximately 6PM. Once the work week is finished, equipment and materials will be 

consolidated to the extent possible and weekend parking will become available. Again, all vehicles will need to vacate the lot    

before the next Monday morning.  

• There will be no construction work occurring from July 4th through July 6th and all parking areas will be open to marina tenants, 

with the exception of any space needed to stage equipment and materials. Please do your best to observe all signage posted!  

• Removal of the Site 10 (middle parking lot) esplanade is most likely going to begin on or around July 15th.  Any parking spaces     

adjacent to the esplanade will be closed off during this time, as well as several nearby parking stalls needed for proper safety  

clearance. We will do our best to give ample notice to tenants occupying those spaces, but your flexibility and cooperation is very  

appreciated. It is also likely that the drive-through lane leading from the middle parking area to the laundry facilities will be closed 

periodically, although no earlier than July 15th. 

• We understand that the timing of this project is unfortunate, given the time of year. I can assure you that we’ll be working closely 

with the contractor, Quigg Brothers Construction, and the City of Tacoma to minimize any impact and inconvenience to our  

residents. That being said, if you do visit the marina during the work week (Monday through Thursday) between now and the end 

of July, it’s possible that there will be some noise and inconvenience. Please call the office if you need assistance finding parking. 

 

As with many construction projects, there will likely be last-minute changes to the plans we have been provided by the city and its  

contractor. Although we cannot change the less-than-ideal timing, we can and will work diligently to share information with you as we 
receive it. Please stay tuned for subsequent updates, some of which will contain critical details regarding parking, utility service trans-

fers and more. If you have any questions, please email me or call the marina office at 253-272-4404. Please see the next page for a map 

of where to park.  Thank you! 

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  
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Parking Regulation Reminder 

As you learned from reading the previous article, parking will be limited for a while. Please help us to maintain sanity in 

our parking lots. Here are a few reminders of Marina Parking Policy: 

• All vehicles on site must have a current Foss Harbor Tenant or Guest parking pass. All vehicles with-

out a pass are subject to a fine or towing without notice and at the expense of the owner. 

• Vehicles must not stay in a parking spot more than 3 consecutive days. (If you are leaving on your boat 

for an extended period longer than 3 days, exceptions can be made; please check in at the marina office 

for proper parking arrangements.) 

• Leaving your vehicle unattended in front of your storage locker is not acceptable. Marina policy states: 

“No parking in front of your locker unless you are currently in the process of accessing your locker. This 

means that you are physically within 100’ of your vehicle and could move it at a moment’s notice.” 

• Please respect the time-limited parking spots near the office and dock gates as appropriate. 

Liveaboard tenants, you are issued up to two (2) parking passes given that two people reside on the 

vessel. Please be sure that no more vehicles are parked on site than you have passes for and please 

respect our “3 consecutive days” rule. 

With your help in following the marina parking policies, we can together help to mitigate any frustrations over parking 

during the construction period. All of the above items can be found in the “Marina Rules and Regulations” which you 

were issued upon your move in. You are always welcome to stop by the office and pick up another copy anytime. 

Thanks for your assistance and we will see you on the docks, 

Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 
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 Site 10 Public Esplanade – Adjacent to  

middle lot & 3 southern rows of storage 

lockers. Removal expected to start 7/15 

and will require adjoining parking spaces to 

be empty. Stay tuned for updates! 
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HARBOR HAPPENINGS 
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             Marina Happenings 

 

Foss Harbor’s  ANNUAL 

GARAGE SALE and MOVIE 

NIGHT July 27 & 28 

We have 96 storage units on site here and you 

never know what treasures you can buy, sell or 

trade. The garage sale will be July 27th & 28th, 

10AM to 4PM. If you do not have a storage unit at the marina and want to                         

participate, come on in to the office and sign up. We will make a space for you!  Stick 

around after the garage sale on SATURDAY THE 27th FOR MOVIE NIGHT!  We are 

breaking out the 12’ inflatable movie screen and giant speakers for your enjoyment. 

Bring some blankets, munchies and cold beverages of your choice! The feature starts 

at dusk (around 9ish) and we will have a vote on Facebook to select the movie, so 

keep your eyes peeled and cast your vote! 

A HUGE thank 
you to everyone 
who came out to 
play on National 
Marina Day, 
June 8th! We 
had so much 
fun! The Happy 
Sinners rocked 
the stage and 
we all ate and 
drank way too 
much. We gave away hundreds of dollars in moor-
age and storage locker gift certificates and many oth-
er local businesses partnered with us to deliver awe-
some prizes to you! We couldn't have done it without 
our magnanimous sponsors, who we would like to 
take a moment and extend our gratitude to:                                                            
Rock The Dock Pub & Grill, Tacoma Devils Reef 
Cocktail Lounge, 7 Seas Tacoma, Commencement 
Bay Marine Services Inc, M. Rainier Railroad, Pacific 
Parasail,  Brandy's Attic, Wax Works Yacht Detailing, 
Tacoma Little Theatre, Canvas Loft, Reinhaus, and 
NW Float Center.  You guys are amazing!                                                                                     

These just in! We have some BRAND NEW 

apparel in stock in Marina Market. We have 

vests, ombre windbreakers, polos, hats, sweat-

shirts and leggings. Stop by the main office to 

collect something comfortable to wear on 

the water and rep 

FHM. If there is 

something you 

would like to per-

sonally order or  

request please let 

us know and we 

can make sure to 

add it to our next 

apparel order!  

https://www.facebook.com/RockTheDockPub/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tacoma-Cabana-and-Rum-Bar/525493067464995?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tacoma-Cabana-and-Rum-Bar/525493067464995?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/museumofglass/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/CBMSI/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/CBMSI/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PacificParasail/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PacificParasail/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Brandys-Attic-404618842971247/?fref=mentions


This is Skittles. I rescued her from the Kitsap shelter 
in 2014 or 15 after our awesome dog died. I didn’t ever 
wanna go through that grieving process again so I got a 
kitten thinking it would outlive me. I was rather couch
-ridden at the time and wanted some lap time and 
company.  
 
She took to live-aboard life really fast! She hates the 
ride; but she loves looking at new ports once we’re 
back on the dock.  
 
Her claim to fame is falling off the boat in the middle 
of the night without us hearing. We searched high and 
low for a week but couldn’t find her anywhere. So, 
thinking she was dead and gone we tossed all her stuff- 
food, toys, litter box, all of it. Three weeks later to 
the day Scottie the ops manager at Foss Harbor ran by 
and said “I think I found Skittles!” 
 
Thinking it was the now three week old corpse of a 
drowned cat I told my wife Kristi to wait at the boat while I went to collect her. 
Nope. Skittles had crawled up into the float of S Dock and was meowing her head off! 
Scottie unscrewed the boards and I scooped her out. Skinny as could be, but alive and 
well according to the Vet. Who also complained that she was purring too loudly for 
them to really hear her heart/lungs.  
So that’s her. She’s lived aboard 
for almost 3 years now and loves it! 
  
Thank you Drew from P-Dock for your submission! 
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Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four 

legged family member to Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

                            JAM SESSION? 

               Pets on the Poopdeck 

 

 

   

 July 20th at 7pm, you are invited to bring your favorite instrument (or musical weapon of choice) 

and play freestyle music with a lively bunch of salty boaters. Bring snacks and beverages or even use 

the BBQ outside! For more info or to RSVP, contact Judy! 509-942-9357 

 



 

In May’s edition of Tides & Times, we discussed a little about smells and vent issues with marine heads. This month, 

we will be talking a little about the mechanics and maintenance or cleaning of a marine toilet. 

  

*Note: this article is referring to installed Marine Sanita-

tion Devices, which include a holding tank and a way to 

pump-out; we will not be discussing cassette toilets,   

composting or other types. 

  

Macerator-style (often known as electric heads), use a 

pump of sorts that grinds up any waste into smaller bits so 

that it breaks down quicker and so it is less likely to clog 

hoses or valves etc. Often times, these heads will have 

some sort of sanitation ability by using chemicals or elec-

tricity to kill bacteria helping eliminate smells. In years 

past, grinding up the waste also allowed it to disperse   
better when pumped overboard. Pumping overboard is 

now a big no-no. 

  

Generally, macerator-style heads will have a motor on the base of the bowl which grinds and pumps waste into the 

tank. This motor can easily be clogged, so it is important to minimize the amount of toilet paper used, flush often, 

and nothing other than human waste and toilet paper should go down the hole. Usually, there is a front cover plate 

which can be removed to clear any clogs that a plunger can’t. Be prepared though if the bowl has contents in it, it 

will drain out when you open the cover plate, so try to remove some of what is in the bowl first. The best way to fix 

a clog is to prevent it; small amounts of toilet paper, only human waste and remembering to flush often will help  

mitigate any clogs. 

  

A vacuum style head uses suction instead of a macerator to move the waste into the tank. A clamshell valve will  

usually be present in the bowl, activated by either a button or a foot pedal. When flushing is activated, the clam shell 

opens, and suction created by a pump and slave tank in the system suck the contents of the bowl down and into the 

holding tank. Often these systems may also have a macerator in line somewhere to help process the waste. Vacuum 

systems can be very easy to clog. They generally have smaller openings for waste to go through. I have found a long 

screw driver (so you don’t have to touch the water in the bowl) is enough to push clogged paper through the small 

opening in the bottom of the bowl when it is clogged. The most common issue I have found is the duck bill check 

valves wearing out. Usually a simple fix, I suggest keeping a couple spares onboard.  

  

I have plenty of time working on head systems, and maintenance is usually needed at the most inopportune times, 

like being anchored at Sucia Island, in 90 degrees! It will rarely be convenient, so I suggest trying to be prepared as 

much as possible. We now carry spare pumps on board for both of the heads, as well as spare valves. Being without 

a head for a couple days is way worse than a couple hours. Take sometime to look at the schematics for your sys-

tem. Review how it works so that when you need to, you can tear it down and get it back up and running in no time.  

  

Just a quick note on cleaning products: The materials used in head systems are specifically designed to prevent smells 

and odors from escaping. Certain chemicals, like bleach, can harm seals and hoses and cause them to wear out soon-

er than they should. Check your manufacturer’s recommendation on cleaning products so that your head serves you 

well. Happy boating! 

Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 6 

Marine Sanitation, Part 2  
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Your ad here for FREE—melynda@fossharbor.com 

KRIS R. HUBER IS READY  

TO ANSWER YOUR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS! 

Your local Realtor right here at Foss Harbor Marina. 

KRIS R HUBER IS READY Are you thinking about selling your home? Are you interested 

in buying? Accurate pricing is key to selling quickly and getting top dollar. Contact me if 

you have any questions about your home’s value. Located on 2nd floor of marina office. 

Kris R. Huber 

Windermere Real Estate   Direct line: 253-777-5976 

kris.r.huber@gmail.com  

LEARN TO SAIL! 

1976 San Juan 26 for sale. Average to good condition, a nice 

starter sailboat for single-handed or a couple. 3+ years at Foss 

Harbor. $2,000. 

Charles.  253 459 3319 

mailto:kris.r.huber@gmail.com

