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June 1, 2015 

 

As this newsletter hits the newsstand, emails 

and any other form of distribution, I do 

believe we are within a week of completion of 

the Esplanade, include the new ramp and 

enclosure. Do I hear a big "about time"? 

Getting down to the details now, for all of you 

who are on B-G docks you will need to come 

to the marina office so we can assign to you 

your new gate fob; this will be an additional 

$20 refundable deposit for each. You will 

need to do this ASAP, although your current 

gate keys will still be used for restrooms and 

laundry. We will provide garbage cans at the 

top of the ramp and hope everyone will 

continue to recycle separately in the recycling 

containers just south of the of main building.  

As soon as the new ramp #1 is operational, ramp #4 will be removed. Please respect any 

barriers or caution tape that you may encounter! Also on the "honey do list" is ramp #6, 

which will be down for about a week later in June for repair. For this, we have attached a 

dock connection and everyone from ramp #6 will be able to access docks through ramp #5. 

This will be brief but very necessary to ensure safety and accessibility.    
 

Now for the fun stuff:   

  June 13th-Marina day - watch for flyers; get your raffle tickets in marina office 

  June 15th-21st-US Open will be descending upon Tacoma 

  June 25th– Tacoma Waterfront Association Crab Feed @ The Seaport Museum 

  Season kick off of FOSS HARBOR MOVIE NIGHTS June 27th– we supply the    

kettle popped corn, movie TBD 

 July 18th - FHM Garage sale, which coincides with MARITIME FEST, we’re hoping 

for mucho foot traffic 

 July 18th-19th Maritime Fest @ Seaport Museum and Thea’s Park 

 Summer store hours begin June 1st:   
      Monday– Saturday 8AM -7PM, Sunday 9AM—5PM  
 

Let’s take this boating season by the buoys and make it the best ever!  

 

Lori Natucci, General Manager 

  Tides & Times 
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      First Mate’s Watch  

 

Foss Harbor Marina is somewhat unique in its         
location, being situated in the heart of the  
downtown business district while also providing  
immediate and convenient access to Commence-
ment Bay—the perfect dichotomy of natural 
beauty and fast-paced urban lifestyle.  

One of the challenges presented by the location 
is our proximity to I-5, as well as a heavily-
traversed BNSF railroad track. The majority of the 
traffic to which I allude is of the vehicle and/or 
locomotive variety, but along with that comes a 
sizeable transient and homeless population,    
attracted to the area because of easy access to 
freeways and the railroad—two preferred     
methods of transportation amongst the transient   
community. Unfortunate byproducts of this transient activity include increased criminal activity, panhandling and 
the presence of encampments, especially under bridges and viaducts. One such encampment has been present 
along Dock street (adjacent to gates 7 & 8 at the marina and underneath the 705 ramp) for several months and has 
been a focus of various business owners and waterfront residents. Although Tacoma Police and their homeless care 
team - Positive Interactions - frequently dispersed occupants from the area, a shocking amount of trash and debris 
remained and proved to be a frustration and an eyesore for many who live or work along our waterfront. And       
although this trash-ridden area might not be representative of the waterfront as a whole, it certainly wouldn’t cast 
Tacoma in a positive light to the tens of thousands of visitors headed to town for the US Open. 

After much conversation and many letters sent to various local politicians and business owners, I’m happy to report 
that cleanup of this area has finally commenced. As of June 3rd, much of the trash and debris has been removed and 

the overgrown grass and brush throughout the area 
has been trimmed. Although the immediate concern 
has been addressed, it will be imperative that water-
front business owners and residents work together 
going forward to prevent this type of gross abuse of 
our waterfront from occurring again. One way you 
can assist is by reporting transient activity to the City 
of Tacoma’s Homeless Services Manager, Colin       
Deforrest; his phone number is 253-591-2008.         
Another resource for homeless-related concerns is 
the city’s Positive Interactions program, available by 
phone at 253-382-2677. If trash and debris begin    
accumulating again, it can be reported via the City of 
Tacoma’s TacomaFIRST 311 resource. Go to their 
website, www.cityoftacoma.org, and click the        

TacomaFIRST 311  link at the top of the home page. From here you can submit a cleanup or maintenance request 
directly. Thanks to everyone who has contributed to making our waterfront better!  

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager                                                                                                          email: Ian@fossharbor.com 
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This recent photo shows the trail of trash and debris left by     

transients under the 705 ramp 

This photo from 6/3 shows vast improvement; all trash and    

debris has been removed from the encampment 



If your windows are already scratched or looking foggy, can 

transparency be restored? Maybe. Damage occurs first on the 

surface of the vinyl, so if it is not too deep, you may be able to 

remove the damaged layer with an abrasive. Start with a 

plastic polish, something like Meguiar's PlastX, and see if you 

can buff a small corner to clarity. If the answer is yes, you can 

restore the whole panel the same way. 

Vinyl beyond the repair capacity of polish can be compounded 

— just like dull paint. For this you need a very fine glazing compound — 3M Finesse-It II or equivalent. You 

will also need an electric polisher or a variable-speed drill fitted with a rotary backing plate, plus a couple of 

foam polishing pads. Wash and dry the vinyl, then place it on a flat table padded with a bedsheet. Apply a 

squiggle of compound to the vinyl, then machine polish a small area, keeping the polisher moving and the 

pressure light. Use a trigger bottle to keep the compound moist. This is a learn-as-you-go process, so get 

your practice in on your least conspicuous window. 

Wash the vinyl thoroughly to remove all compound residue, then do it all again with a clean foam pad, only 

this time use your plastic polish and do not moisten with water. The polish will leave behind a haze that you 

will need to buff off with a soft cotton cloth. If your polish does not provide UV protection, finish 

with an application of 303 Aerospace Protectant. 

      Saving Vinyl Boat Windshields 
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         Tidal Tidbits               
Parking:  

Foss Harbor Marina does not give out guest parking passes on the weekends, Friday - Sunday. Please      

carpool if possible. Guest parking on the weekends is located in the Republic lots, either by Rock the Dock 

or on the other (south) side of the former Sea-Scout building beyond gate 8. Pricing is very reasonable, 

about $3 for many hours. We don’t give out guest passes on weekends because more of our own tenants are 

here, and we are facilitating more parking for YOU!   

Package Delivery: 

We accept Fed Ex, UPS and USPS packages in the office for our tenants, mostly live-aboards, but we also 

get the occasional part for a boat. We do our best to call people when packages arrive, as a courtesy. We 

may not always be able to do so, so please be proactive and track your package. You are welcome to call the 

office and see if your special delivery has arrived.  

http://www.meguiars.com/en/automotive/products/g12310-plastx-clear-plastic-cleaner-polish/
http://www.westmarine.com/buy/303-products--aerospace-protectant--P004_129_002_506


The U.S. Coast Guard launched a free safety app recently that should 

help all boaters be a little safer while enjoying time on the water. 

With features that assist you in filing float plans, reporting hazards, 
scheduling safety checks, requesting emergency assistance and much 
more, it seems like a must have for the avid boater. 

Features of the app include: state boating information; a safety 

equipment checklist; free boating safety check requests; navigation rules; 

float plans; and calling features to report pollution or suspicious activity. 

When location services are enabled, users can receive the latest weather 

reports from the closest National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration weather buoys as well as report the location of a hazard 

on the water. 

The app also features an Emergency Assistance button which, with 

locations services enabled, will call the closest Coast Guard command 

center. 

The Boating Safety Mobile app was not designed to replace a boater’s 

marine VHF radio, which the Coast Guard strongly recommends all 

boaters have aboard their vessels. The app was mainly designed to 

provide additional boating safety resources for mobile device users. 

The app is self-contained, so personal information is stored on the phone and is not sent to the Coast Guard 
unless the user chooses to send it. The Coast Guard does not track a user’s location, and the app 
does not track a user’s location unless the app is being used. Download and try it! 

     Foss Harbor Recommends 
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                         Pets On The Poop Deck 

 

Buster (L) and Apple (R) are the mightiest members 

of the Seabear crew.  Both were rescued a year ago 

so this is their first sojourn into boating.  They love 

all their new FHM friends, both human and 

furry.  Maybe soon, they’ll be ready to pull away from 

the dock! 
 

 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four-legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 



With live music by special guests, back by popular demand! 
 

JUNE 13th, 12-4PM 
 

Join us this year for National Marina Day as we 

celebrate the summer boating season and show 

our appreciation to our tenants for making Foss 

Harbor the best marina in the South Sound! 

 

 

 

 Join us for ‘Fun at Foss’(It’s kind of a big deal) 
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 Bill Brown                                             

and the                                        

Kingbees 

 

RAFFLE PRIZES INCLUDE 

 $100.00 Moorage Voucher 

 $50.00 Storage Unit Voucher 

 Pacific Parasail Tandem Parasail Ride 

 KK Sews Recycled Sail Tote Bag  

 Mt. Rainier Scenic Railroad Ride 

 Affordable Massage 1-Hour Massage  

 2-Hour Charter Cruise Aboard the ‘Island Lady’ 

 Free Haul-Out from Commencement Bay Marine 

Services 

 Beautiful Glass Art Piece by ‘If Wishes were Fishes’ 

 Various Restaurant Gift Cards from ‘The Social’, 

‘Rock the Dock’, ‘Paesan’, ‘Dorky’s’, ‘Pacific Grill’ 

Raffle tickets $1.00 each, get ‘em 

now in the marina office! 

 Drifter’s Roadhouse BBQ  

 Blindfolded Dingy Races 

 Free Kayak & SUP Rentals 

 Courtesy TPD Vessel Safety Checks 

 15-minute Chair Massage from         

Affordable Massage 



Battleship Health  
Wow, is it summer already? I love all the events that happen in the  

summer: food festivals, art festivals and, YES, National Marina Day!!!    

 

I will be doing chair massage again this year and will have a special guest with me, Dr. 

Aaron Tohler, chiropractor extraordinaire. We have talked about chiropractic quite a bit 

because it is so complimentary to massage. I loosen up the muscles and chiropractors 

put the bones back where they belong. Every muscle is attached to a bone and 

sometimes they need a little extra coaxing to go back in place. When a bone is out of 

place, it can affect your nerves and the flow of spinal cord fluid which can be disastrous 

to your health. With chiropractic adjustments, sometimes you will feel instantaneous 

relief and sometimes you won’t feel anything at all. This doesn’t mean it doesn’t work! 

Don’t give up! The flow of spinal fluid isn’t something you will feel but trust me, it’s 

necessary!  

 

Stop by and say hi on Saturday June 13th, get a 15-minute chair massage for only $10 and 

ask Dr. Tohler anything about your health and chiropractic care! 

 

Please feel free to call me for an appointment at 253-203-6784 or check out my web 

page at affordablemassagetacoma.com. Don’t forget to like us on Facebook! Thank 

you! 
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Call Nate 253-275-7577 1965 30’ 

Chris Craft— Twin 350 V8's with          

opposing motors. Runs beautiful 

(purrs like a cat). Very low hours 

on both motors. You can turn her 

on a dime. Starboard engine needs 

very little work (call for details). 

$15,000.00 

 

YOUR AD HERE FOR FREE! 

Advertise your marine       

related business, help or 

services wanted, for sale 

and free items.  

Send your submissions to 

Melynda@fossharbor.com 



Here Fishy, Fishy, Fishy… 
Break out your fishing poles, stop by the marina store for some bait and tackle 

and catch you some dinner (Catch us some too, while you’re at it..)!                    

Stop by the marina store to see our brand-new 

selection of gear!  

 

What:  Ling Cod -Where: Entire Puget Sound 

Find Them:  Narrows/Toliva Shoal/Blake Island 

When: Until June 15th 

 

What: Chinook Salmon 

Where: Area 11 & 13 Open Now 

When: June 1st to  30th 

Find Them: Commencement Bay/Puyallup River 

Watershed closed from Sperry Ocean Dock across to  

The Cliffhouse Restaurant until August 1 

    

What: Pink Salmon (Humpies) 

Where: Entire Puget Sound 

When: Mid to late August 

Use: Cast a pink buzz bomb or a pink skirted jig along  

Shorelines, look for jumping fish. A great Challenge  

On light tackle or fly rod. Average size 4-5 lbs. 

Great way to get kids hooked on fishing. Good  

Smoked or canned. 

 

Crab opens July 1st. See WSDFW regulations 

To find out what days of the week are open. 
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What: Flounder 

Where: Quartermaster Harbor/Owens Beach/

Steilacoom 

When: Year round 

Try jigging a buzz bomb, dart or leadhead J’s off 

the bottom in 20-25’ of water, or use a piece of 

bait at the bottom.  


