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Impacts of Marine Debris 

What are the impacts of marine debris? 

Marine debris not only damages important habitats including coral reefs, 
shellfish and sea grass beds, but also causes significant harm to wildlife, 
including sea turtles, whales and birds. And plastics are not only toxic 
themselves, but they act as sponges absorbing toxins and chemicals in 
the water. When marine creatures consume the small plastic debris and 
plastic bags that resemble their food sources, the plastics and toxins enter 
the food chain and may eventually end up on our dinner plates. Marine 
debris can also be quite large and difficult to see in the ocean, especially if 
it’s floating just below the surface. Accidently striking debris can severely damage or sink your vessel. 

As boaters, there are many ways we can keep our oceans clean and prevent debris from entering our waterways. 

Before you leave the dock: 

- Buy products in bulk to reduce the amount of packaging you need to discard. 

- Remove packaging from products before you carry them onto your boat. 
- Choose products sold in recycled and recyclable containers. 
- Use reusable containers and items whenever possible. 
- Reuse items numerous times – bags, containers, boxes, etc. 

Onboard: 

- Don’t throw any trash overboard. 
- Secure possessions below deck before the seas get rough, so nothing is accidentally lost overboard. If gear is lost, try to recover it by  
making it a man-overboard drill. 
- Cut six-pack rings and similar items so that they do not become a noose for wildlife. 
- Practice Plus One Boating by bringing back whatever you take out, plus one trash item you find. 

Back on land: 

- Take all trash ashore and dispose of it appropriately, either by recycling what you can (paper, plastic, glass, cans, plastics, antifreeze, 
oil, lead batteries, fishing gear and fishing line) or by placing it in the correct marina dumpster, or as part of your home waste system. 
- Encourage marinas to offer recycling facilities if they don’t already. 
- Use the mobile app Marine Debris Tracker to report debris you collect from the environment. 

Did you know? 

- An average of 8 million metric tons of plastic waste enters the ocean from land every year. 
- 693 different species have encountered marine debris, with many of them suffering from entanglement and ingestion. 
https://www.sailorsforthesea.org/programs/green-boating-guide 

Plastic pollution is one of the largest threats facing our oceans. Plastics are used in an enormous and expanding range 
of products due to their relatively low cost, ease of manufacture and versatility. Most are petroleum-based plastic, a 
product designed to last forever. They pose an ever-increasing problem to aquatic environments, as they don’t                 
biodegrade. Plastics breakdown into smaller and smaller pieces, 
but don’t get absorbed into our natural systems and therefore 

never disappear.  

http://www.marinedebris.engr.uga.edu/
https://www.sailorsforthesea.org/programs/green-boating-guide


 

Pets on the poopdeckPets on the poopdeck 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of 

your four legged family member to 

melynda@fossharbor.com! 
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Here are the              

moorage 

rates                  

for the 2018 

season. 

Thank you 

for being a 

valued part 

of our                  

community! 

This is Otis. Otis is a boat dog that hates swimming. In his 

free time he likes to knit. Otis also loves to play with his 

toys, but only by himself. He will get his ball and throw it 

for himself to fetch. Last year, Otis was awarded the Presi-

dential Plaque of Outstanding Heroism for saving his pet             

marmoset.  You may also               

recognize him from the canine 

TV series spinoff  of                          

“The Bachelor”. Otis loves long 

walks on the beach with 

moonlight snacks.   

Thank you, Tarin Todd, for your 

submission! 

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send submissions to melynda@fossharbor.com! 

Wow! These cranes tower above the                

Tacoma Skyline! 

After a long journey from Shanghai across 

the Pacific Ocean, the West Coast's largest 

container cranes arrived at the Port of            

Tacoma on Feb. 24. Did you see them?  

 

Photo: Northwest Seaport Alliance’s Facebook page. North-

west Seaport Alliance/Port of Tacoma staff took this photo 

aboard Citizens for a Healthy Bay’s bay patrol vessel. 
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https://tacomawaterfront.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b4396837ba7f7c76d41ccc9&id=c52b2b1206&e=d6c8adb3ad
https://tacomawaterfront.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5b4396837ba7f7c76d41ccc9&id=c52b2b1206&e=d6c8adb3ad


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marina Store Newly Remodeled!             

 

SAVE THE DATE - April 15th 

You don’t want to miss our annual Pancake and Sausage 

Daffodil Brunch on Sunday, April 15th! Breakfast and                

mimosas will be served at 11:30am and the Tacoma Yacht 

Club’s Daffodil Marine Parade will be floating by shortly 

after. This year’s theme is “Traditions in Bloom”. Please 

feel free to bring your favorite breakfast dish to share if 

you are so inclined- the more, the yummier. We always 

look forward to a great turnout and nice variety of             

cuisine made by those who attend. Be there!  
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Yes, your heard correctly, we have 

re-vamped our look and our stock! 

We have a wide variety of wines & 

accoutrements, snacks, deli            

sandwiches, marine supplies,            

toiletries and more. As per usual, if 

you don’t see what you want or 

need, let us know and we will order 

it for you! 

Have you heard about our              

concierge dockside delivery service 

yet? If you are in a hurry to get          

underway, we will bring your               

groceries to your slip or down to 

the fuel dock. WOW! We are   

stepping up our game to give you 

the best service in the Puget 

Sound. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These just in! FHM hot & cold           

tumblers. These attractive stainless-

tumblers will keep your drinks hot for 6 hours and 

cold for 12 hours. Get yours now for $18.99 + tax! 
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FHM Residents, 

 

I wanted to take a moment and say thanks to all of you 

who have made my first couple of weeks very warm 

and welcoming. I am very excited to be a part of the 

great Foss Harbor community. For those of you who I 

haven’t yet met, I look forward to making your ac-

quaintance very soon. This summer is looking to be a 

great one here at Foss Harbor, with tenant events such 

as the popular movie nights and the Daffodil Parade 

brunch. As always, this is YOUR marina and YOUR  

community, so, if you ever have any suggestions for  

tenant events, items you’d like to see stocked in the 

store or any other ideas that could improve your time 

here at Foss Harbor Marina, please don’t hesitate to let 

us know. 

 

See you on the docks! 

Tarin 



 

S/V “Willows” 30’ Catalina 1979 sail 

boat + 10’ inflatable dinghy 2005 

with Mercury Motor 6 horsepower                                              

We are willing to entertain any    

reasonable offers.  Those interested 

can contact me:                                                              

Zamari Lopez 787-649-4458 or                                                                

zlopezg@yahoo.com 

Brand new in the box Force 10/Eno 3 burner propane drop 

in cook top. Galley design changed, too much $ to ship it 
back. Fisheries Supply wants $386+tax for this item, but 

they are out of stock. Copy and paste the address below 

into your browser for more information. 

www.fisheriessupply.com/eno-stove-lpg-cooktop-stove-3-burner 

 

Call or text Jack  

(253)973-0019 
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YOUR AD HERE 

FOR FREE! 
                                                                                            

Send submissions to melynda@fossharbor.com 

mailto:zlopezg@yahoo.com
http://www.fisheriessupply.com/eno-stove-lpg-cooktop-stove-3-burner

