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Tacoma is home to a unique program called Sea 

Scouts. Sea Scouts is a program of the Boy Scouts 

of America for young women and men ages 14-21. 

Sea Scouting takes the regular scout principles of 

teaching leadership, teamwork, independence and 

self respect and uses the maritime environment as 

the toolbox for teaching and developing those and 

many other skills. I always like to say, instead of 

hugging trees, we hug whales! 

There are 3 Sea Scout programs in Tacoma, but 

today, I’d like to tell you about just one of them, 

Ship 110, the Charles N. Curtis. 

Ship 110 can trace its roots all the way back to 1924, making it one of the oldest continually operating Sea Scout 

programs in the nation. The unit was originally named “Flying Cloud”, but in 1946, when Ship 110 acquired the vessel that 

they still use today, the unit was renamed “Charles N. Curtis” in honor of the Scout Executive who secured the vessel 

for the program. 

Today, Ship 110 continues to operate the 78 foot vessel “Charles N. Curtis” as its primary training vessel. The Curtis can 

sleep 24 officers and crew, boasts a full galley, 2 heads, 4 separate sleeping areas, 2 motor powered skiffs and the ability 

to carry 8 kayaks. The crew stand watches on the vessel while underway. They learn how to man the helm, handle lines, 

learn to navigate first on paper charts and then integrate modern navigation electronics for a well rounded skill set. The 

Curtis still operates with an Engine Order Telegraph, meaning, without a crew person at the engine to shift when 

instructed, the boat isn’t going to move. It truly does take a team to get the Curtis underway and what a great platform 

to emphasize that importance. 

In Sea Scouting, the highest award is the Quartermaster. This is an equivalent award to the better known Eagle Award. 

Nationally, on average, only 30 to 35 Quartermaster awards are handed out, and Ship 110 annually represents about 5 of 

those awards. Something our community should be proud of. 

If you know of a young person with some free time, is interested in the maritime world and over the age of 14, stop in 

and see Tarin in the marina office for more information on joining the Sea Scouts. 

-Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 

  Tides & Times 
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CHARLES N. CURTIS, SEASCOUT VESSEL 110 



 

Spring is right around the corner, and that means spring cleaning! It’s time 

to pop down and check on the ol’ boat, especially if you haven’t had a 

chance during this winter to do so. There are a number of dinghies 

throughout the marina that need some attention as well. 

Besides the moss and other things that grow and collect in a dinghy full of 

fresh water from rain, they can be breading grounds for mosquito larvae as 

well. Pumping out your dinghy and giving it a good cleaning will help prevent 

those little blood suckers from getting a foot hold in the marina. In addition 

to that, clean dinghies, and all boats for that matter, help to make the 

marina shine. Thank you for doing your part to help us keep our boating 

community in tip top shape. Below are links to a couple good articles on 

cleaning your boat.  

https://www.jamestowndistributors.com/userportal/document.do?docId=72 

https://www.deckhanddetailing.com/uploads/1/1/4/8/114833331/nw_yachting_article.pdf 
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It’s Spring Cleaning Time! 

FHM Residents, here the moorage 

rates for the 2019 season, effective 

April 1, 2019. Thank you for being a 

valued part of our community! 

Photo by Kevin “Ramblin’ Hamblin from O-Dock, thank you! 



 

                    Pets on the PoopdeckPets on the Poopdeck 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of 

your four legged family member to 

melynda@fossharbor.com! 
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SAVE THE DATE - April 14th 

You don’t want to miss our annual Pancake and Sausage 

Daffodil Brunch on Sunday, April 14th! Breakfast and mimo-

sas will be served at 11:30am and the Tacoma Yacht Club’s 

Daffodil Marine Parade will be floating by shortly after. This 

year’s theme is “Service with a heart”. As usual, please feel 

free to bring your favorite breakfast dish to share if you are 

so inclined- the more, the merrier. We always look forward 

to a great turnout and nice variety of cuisine made by those 

who attend. Be there!  

                             

 

 

  

Avast!  It’s a stowaway looking to loot all the tuna! Grab that          

scallywag and put ‘em in the brig! Thanks to Dave F. from                 

S-dock for the fun photo of peeping Tigger, the pirate cat.               

Remember, always be yourself. Unless you can be a pirate cat. 

Then always be a pirate cat. 

 

                     YAARG! 

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send submissions to 

melynda@fossharbor.com! 

 

April 27th & 28th, Foss Harbor will be 

hosting a class to get your card! You must 

attend both days, the sessions usually run 

from 9am to 4pm both days. Once again 

we will have the amazing Kevin Pisani 

teaching, he always makes the class fun and 

interesting. The cost of $35 covers the 

class and the card. Stop by or call the           

marina office to sign up.  
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MARINA MARKET 

 Stop on into the marina’s market! Love wine? We have a 

huge selection from a variety of vendors, and lovely accom-

paniments. Pick out a bottle of your favorite wine and some 

antipasti, charcuterie, spreads, take & bake bread, and even 

caviar! Delicioso!  

Make sure you take advantage of our wine of the month 

deals! The Foss Harbor Market also boasts a huge variety of 

local beers. What else could a boater want?   
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Your ad here for FREE Submit to: melynda@fossharbor.com 

Service Hotline: (253) 572-2666 

Call Vonnie today! Engine repair,                                          

electronics, haul outs, bottom                                                     

detailing & more! 


