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View From The Pilothouse 
             

 

It seems almost surreal that May is here! Not that I am sad but 

somehow I missed winter all together. Last week we had our annual 

Daffodil Brunch, which was fabulous as always, with great food and 

company; the weather even cooperated, albeit somewhat reluctantly. 

This time of year, we find ourselves busy planning for sunshine and lots 

of activity for the boating season and all that comes along with it. 

Saturday, June 13th, will be our next big shindig, National Marina Day! 

FHM staff is busy searching for donations (do you have something to 

offer?) and support to make this event a real winner! We already have 

the food covered by Drifters Roadhouse BBQ and music by our very 

own resident, Bill Brown and the Kingbees! Thanks to Bill for keeping 

your calendar open for us; it is going to be a buzzing good time! 

 

By the time this comes hot off the press, there will be some significant 

progress made with construction. If all goes well, you will see the majority of 

this wrapped up with just the details left to do. One of the major changes will be 

our new ramp #1, at which time ramp #4 will no longer exist. We will then transition to a 

keyless entry system with key fobs being issued to all B-G dock tenants. As this system gets 

up and running and all the inevitable bugs get worked out we will keep you posted. Your keys 

will still be needed for restrooms and laundry so do not discard them. Stay tuned! One of the 

other exciting construction related items will be the new tenant outdoor seating area. This 

will run along the east side of building, with tables and umbrellas to create a space that is 

"ours" to enjoy as we so desire. If you are not aware as of now, the Esplanade belongs to the 

city, while the driveway is FHM’s. The Esplanade is a public space, therefore FHM cannot just 

put tables and chairs out there and use for events as we want any longer. The driveway is 

rendered useless as there is no parking going forward, so with much consideration we opted 

for a better use of space and a more user friendly pedestrian area with access to showers and 

laundry (no more almost getting T-boned by a car while exiting restrooms or lounge, life is 

good). This will be a nice addition to our facility and we hope you will enjoy the new space 

that we are creating just for you! 
 

Lori Natucci 

General Manager 
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“Oh, you live in Tacoma...Isn’t that close to Seattle?”  

If you’re from Tacoma, chances are high that you’ve heard the above phrase more times than you care to remember. And, let’s 
be honest, you’ve probably made your own jokes about our fair city’s, ahem, olfactory history once or twice, right?  Ten 
years—heck, even five years ago—such jokes would’ve been fairly accurate. It’s difficult to sell others on the benefits of a city 
with a high crime rate, high crime rate, few good jobs and fewer activities or entertainment options.  And, to be sure, our own 
city officials and civic leaders never quite saw far enough into the future to understand why it was important to have a 
waterfront free of lead, arsenic and copper; a place where our children and families could enjoy and a place that shows the rest 
of the country just what Tacoma represents.  

A few decades ago, this is what the world envisioned when Tacoma was mentioned by name.  

In 2015, however, we live in a city that is quickly moving its way up the list of best Pacific Northwest destinations (Huffington 
Post, Feb. 2014), a city with a rapidly-growing downtown core and a city now in possession of one of the most vibrant, unique 
waterfronts on the West Coast (Sunset Magazine, Aug. 2013). Oh, and in case you haven’t heard, our little town happens to be 
hosting one of the most prestigious and highly-rated sporting events in the world, the U.S. Open. That’s right, despite all of the 
years of being considered a second-rate city, with seemingly nothing noteworthy in its history (other than the dubious honor of 
being a federally-designated Superfund cleanup site), our town has an opportunity to demonstrate our commitment to growth, 
development, education and environmental responsibility to an audience of tens of millions of people—not to mention the 
250,000 who will be making the journey to “T-Town”.  

 

        First Mate’s Watch  
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Despite our progress and forward thinking, there 
are many folks still completely unaware of      
Tacoma’s renaissance. Even more puzzling is the 
fact that boaters throughout the region have yet 
to identify Tacoma as a true “boating destina-
tion”. A quick stroll along the Foss, up the 11th 
St. Bridge elevator, down Pacific Ave. and then 
through Antique Row and Opera Alley reveals a  
thriving downtown/waterfront corridor made 
from dozens of unique museums, eateries and 
shops. While it might lack in overall volume and 
number of options relative to Seattle, it still   
retains a small-town charm and laid-back vibe 
you simply won’t find in our sister city to the 
north. To some, we’ll always be “that city close 
to Seattle”. But to those who’ve witnessed our 
transformation and worked to make it happen, 
just maybe It’s becoming the other way around.  

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager  

A few decades removed from the halcyon days of Tacoma’s industrial age, our 

waterfront sits refreshed, revitalized and ready to become a “destination city”. 



Say you have a boat, and say that the gelcoat has some flaws in it.  These might be caused by, say a dock that 

approached too quickly, or a wayward buoy.  Never fear... you don't have to live with those flaws. 

 

Gelcoat is simply polyester resin with pigment and some flow modifiers added to it - there is nothing magic in 

it.  The magic *is*, however, in getting the right mix of pigments so that it matches the gel coat on your boat.  You 

can do this (I have), but it is a truly tedious process and, for me anyway, 

very very challenging.  Instead, I have an alternative for you. 

 

I wonder if you knew that Fiberlay will make up a quart (minimum size) of gel 

coat to match your sample.  They scan the sample using not one, 
but three different light sources, take the average of those three results, 

and use that as a starting point for a manual match.  You even get a custom 

label! 

The cost is surprisingly reasonable:  $73 tax included.  That compares to a quart of 

off-the-shelf Interlux Brightsides urethane paint which pushes $50 pretty hard.  Not 

bad at all. 

 

Now, here's the tricky part - how do you get 

them a sample to scan?  If you have something 

that can be taken off your boat that has 

representative gelcoat on it (a lazarette hatch for 

example), then you are in good shape.  If not, 

then I hope you have saved all those plugs you 

cut out when installing instruments, etc.   

But even failing that, for an additional charge, Fiberlay will send a technician to 

your boat to do the scan - but I expect that the additional charge is not 

necessarily trivial, skilled labor being the most expensive commodity in today's 

world. 

 

Next, you will have a choice to have the gelcoat mixed up with or without wax. 

 

Wax?  Why wax? 

 

You see, oxygen is a chain stopper for the polymerization reaction  that turns liquid polyester resin into solid 

polyester resin.  That means that the surface of a gelcoat application will not cure where it is exposed to air.  When 

you are making a boat in a female mold, this is a good thing, insuring that the next layer to be applied will bond 

chemically with the uncured surface of the gelcoat.  When patching this can be handy too, especially since gelcoat 

shrinks some while curing, and thus will likely require more than one application to a given patch.  

But eventually, you will want the final layer to cure.  That's where the wax comes in.  If the gelcoat 

has wax mixed into it, the wax migrates to the surface as the cure progresses, sealing off the surface 

from the air and making a complete cure.  This is what you would want if, for example, you were 

spraying gelcoat onto a finished lamination on a male mold.  Or if you were willing to scrupulously 

dewax the surface before applying another layer of gelcoat. 

 

I chose to have the wax left out.  And I bought a small bottle of PVA (polyvinyl alcohol).  This is a 

water soluble plastic that can be painted over the final layer of gelcoat to exclude air from the 

surface.  A simple water rinse removes it.   

                                                                                 http://windborneinpugetsound.blogspot.com/2015/04/i-wonder-if-you-knew.html 

 Ho w  to  f ind a  perfec t  mat c h fo r  yo ur  g el  co at   
b y  R o b e r t  S a l n i c k ,   W i n d b o r n e  i n  P u g e t  S o u n d  B l o g s p o t  - L i f e  a b o a r d  s / v  E o l i a n   
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PVA 

(Pay no attention to the gel coat 
smeared on the outside of the can, and 
don't let the can fall out of your car 
onto the pavement - the lid will proba-

bly come off) 

Always save those plugs 

http://www.fiberlay.com/


We’re just weeks away from the official start of the boating season and with the increasingly good weather many of us are 

getting out on the water already. What can be more enjoyable than a day of sunshine and the blue water of Puget Sound?  

You’ve gone through your early season check list; everything mechanically on your boat is a go. What could possibly interrupt 

your enjoyment? Then, that “1 in 1000” event occurs. You’ve just been hailed by either loudspeaker or VHF radio that you’re 

going to have the pleasure of being inspected by one of the local authorities. Why? What are they looking for? Do you even 

know their basic check list?  

 Aside from the most obvious, your boat’s current registration, here is a short list of what they’ll be looking at for 

compliance. LIFE JACKETS – One wearable PDF per individual onboard. If your vessel is 16’ or over you must also have a 

throwable (Type IV) device. Keep in mind that if you’re not wearing them at the time they need to be readily accessible. If you 

have inflatable PFD’s they only count if you are wearing them. In other words, if you have 4 souls on board and you have 3 

standard PDF’s and an inflatable sitting on the settee, you’re short one PDF. They all need to be in reasonably good condition 

or, again, they may not be considered viable. It’s best to get a couple of new ones if yours are looking worn.                       

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS - Boats 26’ and under must have 1 B-I; Boats over 26’ but less than 40’ need 2 B-I or 1 B-II; 40’-65’ 

boats require 3 B-I or 1 B-II and 1 B-I. POLLUTION REGULATIONS - Vessels over 26’ must now display both Waste Oil 

and Garbage placards. We have these available in the marina store should you need them. Marine Sanitation Devices—If 

you have a fixed head on your boat that has the capability of pumping directly over board, make sure that the Y-valve is in the 

proper position and that it is in some way disabled (I.e. zip tied, small pad lock etc.). 

 There are obviously many other regulatory items on vessels but these are the most commonly cited infractions and the 

easiest to avoid. The marina store has free publications on hand with the full description should you desire. Happy and safe 

boating! 

 

 

 

                        Scottie’s Scuttlebutt  

 

                         Bay Patrol Moment 

 

Spring is upon us, and with spring comes “spring cleaning”. As we all prepare our boats for the coming season, let us 

remember that there are often safer and more environmentally friendly alternatives to some of the typical cleaning 

products we currently use. House hold items such as lemon juice or vinegar can take the place of glass cleaner and 

surface cleaner. Some of the alternatives can be found on Citizens for a Healthy Bay’s clean boating page at 

www.healthybay.org. Occasionally, though, there are cleaning jobs that may need a little more scrubbing power, but 

how can we make sure we are still using an environmentally friendly cleaner? Well, the EPA has come up with a pro-

gram to help with that. 

 

The Program is called “Safer Choice” and more details can be found on the EPA’s website by searching for “EPA 

Safer Choice Program” in your preferred search engine. On the site is a searchable list of all the products that the 

EPA has recognized as safer and environmentally friendly alternatives. Additionally, the EPA has created a logo that 

companies can put on their products to easily identify a “safe” product. As of printing, we had not received permis-

sion to reprint the logo, but it can be seen on the EPA website. The logo will normally be found on the back of 

products near the bottom of the label. It appears rather small, so you will need to look close. Many of your com-

monly used products may already be certified under this program. Look for the logo as it rolls out later this spring, 

until then, check the EPA’s website for the list. 

  

Happy Boating! 
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http://www.healthybay.org/


Maritime Fest 2015: Call for Volunteers and Quick & Dirty Boat Building Contestants 

TACOMA (April 14, 2015): Tacoma Maritime Fest is coming up fast! On July 18 and 19 

this year, Tacoma’s only free celebration of our city’s waterfront and maritime heritage is 

coming back to Dock Street. We are working hard to make it the best festival ever, and we 

could use your help! There are a couple of ways you can get involved: 

Event Volunteers: Maritime Fest always needs volunteers to help out at the festival, so if 

that’s something that interests you, please contact us at http://maritimefest.org/volunteers.  

Quick and Dirty Boat Building Competition: Think you can build an effective boat? Think you can do it in six hours? Think 

you can win a race in your boat? You and two friends can form a team and join the QDBB contest, which has always been a 

guest favorite during Maritime Fest. For more information or to sign up visit: http://maritimefest.org/quickanddirty/. We thank 

Belina Interiors for their generous support of Quick and Dirty and Maritime Fest! 

If you’d rather sit back and watch the action unfold, participate in the free activities, watch the live music and entertainment, visit 

the museum (also free!), eat the food and shop the goods, you are more than welcome to do just that. Maritime Fest is FREE to 

enter, family-friendly, and more than anything, it’s about getting people from all 

walks of life out to the waterfront. We hope to see you in July! Save the date for 

marina day!  Contact: Sue Schaeffer, Maritime Fest Director  

sue@schaefferresources.com,     253.297.0510                                                                                                                 

             Happenings 

The Tacoma Waterfront Association is hosting its first ever 
Waterfront Crab Feed fundraiser at the Foss Waterway       
Seaport on June 25th! Doors open at 5:30 pm for the all-you-
can-eat event and there will be many chances to win great 
prizes at the silent auction, various raffles, and the ring toss. 
This fundraiser is open to all crab lovers and supporters of 
TWA, which works to promote Tacoma's waterfront and the 
community and businesses within it, as well as provide      
leadership on the issues that affect it. Guests will also hear 
from prominent figures in the waterfront community to learn 
about the latest happenings and plans for the future.  

There is a lot to love about Tacoma's waterfront, this Crab 
Feed fundraiser will allow TWA to continue its mission, making 
the waterfront enjoyable and accessible for all! 
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This dashing and mighty          

sea-going dog is Chopper, 

captain of the Vessel Assist boat 

here in Tacoma. When 

Chopper is not saving 

distressed boats from 

dangerous waters, this playboy 

is cavorting with beautiful canines 

and enjoying martinis. Shaken, not 

stirred! 

                                      

   SAVE THE DATE- June 13, 2015 for 

Marina Day at Foss 
Harbor 
 
 

 Live Music by Bill Brown and the Kingbees 

 Coast Guard Auxiliary—Free Vessel Safety Checks 

 Raffle Prizes—WIN FREE MOORAGE and Much, Much More 

 Drifters Roadhouse BBQ for You!  

 Blindfolded Dinghy Races 

 Affordable Massage Chair Massages 

 SO MUCH MORE! 

 
 
 
 

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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Do you have a pet on your poop deck? Send submissions to Melynda@fossharbor.com 



YOUR AD HERE FOR FREE! 

Advertise your marine       

related business, help or 

services wanted, for sale 

and free items.  

Send your submissions to 

Melynda@fossharbor.com 

Want a good nautical read? 

Blue Water Blues should be high on your 

list. Local sailor (slip S-10 right here at 

FHM) Jim Muri wrote this fun and 

engrossing tale. Sailing adventure, bad 

guys, pirates, mermaid, romance, storms... 

you get the idea. Get it on Amazon.com 

for your Kindle, or on Jim's personal book 

sales site for every other                                      

device in the 

known universe. 
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As I write this newsletter, it is a beautiful & sunny 69 degree day! Don’t forget to hydrate (And no, unfortunately 

brown water doesn’t count)! 

 It is also a great time of year to invite your friends and family down to hang out on your boat. Another great 

thing to do is to invite them down for a massage; I do 20 minute chair massage for only 15 dollars. Kids in sports or 

kids that play a lot of video games can really benefit from a chair massage. We can work on their sore muscles and 

help them relax their minds to help alleviate the stress of the school year. My son has been getting massage since he 

was 7 years old and he finds it helps to keep his muscles loose and flexible. Chair massage is fully clothed, a shorter 

time period and manageable for everyone. 

 I am just finishing up my 2nd year here at the beautiful Foss Harbor Marina and am looking forward to my 3rd! 

Have you come up to see me yet? If not, there is no better time like the present. I also carry some aromatherapy 

essential oils and a new line of handmade earrings.    

 Please feel free to call me for an appointment at  

253-203-6784 or check out my web page at affordablemassagetacoma.com and don’t forget to like us on Facebook! 

Thank you! 

Tracy is located just upstairs from the Marina store and office. So, get a massage, meander into the store for some 

goodies, then off to the boat for some relaxing! 

Author          

James Muri 

EXTENDED SUMMER STORE HOURS BEGIN MAY 15 

Thurs through Saturday: 8am-7pm 

Sunday:  9am-5pm 

June 1st: Mon-Saturday 8AM to 7PM & Sunday 9AM to 5PM 

Battleship Health  



 

 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Flotilla 130-03-03 Tacoma 
 
It’s  time to talk about the noisy thing on your boat— no, it isn't Uncle George; it’s the horn. The sound producing device—

whether it be an electric horn or handheld air horn - must be audible for a half mile. 

 

All vessels less then 65 ft. in length—including personal watercraft, sailboats and manually-powered vessels—must have on 

board a mouth, hand or power-operated whistle or horn or some other efficient sound device (no sirens can be used unless law 

enforcement). Bells are no longer required on vessels under 65 ft. 

 

Unlike a car, the horn is used to signal intentions. It tells other boater know that you are going to do something that they should 

be aware of. 

 

When you are going to pass another boat, you should tell them which side you are going to be passing on so they don't do 

anything erratic and have to explain to the insurance company how two boats become one. 

 

When you are going to pass a boat on your port side, give one short blast of the horn. 

 

When you are going to pass a boat on your starboard side, give two short blast of the horn. 

 

When you are in restricted visibility and can't see another boat unless it is really, really close (not good) you need to let 

other boats know you are there. 

 

If you are underway in this condition, then you need to sound one long blast at intervals not more than two minutes when under 

power. 

 

When underway as a sailing vessel, you should sound one prolonged blast followed by two short blasts at two minute intervals. 

 

It can also be used as a general warning, such as when coming around a blind bend in a river. 
 

One prolonged blast is used to announce you are coming around the bend. 

 

If you hear five short rapid blasts, this is telling you that someone you warned is not understanding your intentions or disagrees 

with your intentions. They may be unable to comply with your request, at which time you might have to change your intentions 

to avoid a collision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and visit us at 

https://www.facebook.com/flotilla33tacoma 
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