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Following Seas 
 

After a long, cold winter and a soggy spring, it finally 
appears as though boating season is upon us. 
Although it’s only about 62 and mostly cloudy as I 
write this, we’ve at least gone a few days without 
rain and have even managed a handful of days of 
sunny days in the mid-70’s—absolutely perfect for 
exploring the Puget Sound. The Pacific Northwest 
offers myriad picturesque and interesting cruising 
destinations, from Poulsbo to Blake Island to the San 
Juan Islands. However,  as fun as these towns can be, 
one frequently overlooked destination is our very 
own Tacoma.   

 

Despite the misconception that Tacoma is still a gritty 
relic of the industrial age, the truth is that Tacoma offers just as many dining, shopping and entertainment options as the 

places mentioned above—only with the added benefit of smaller 
seasonal crowds with which to contend. Whether you’re a foodie who 
likes exploring the latest culinary trends, a museum geek looking to 
soak up as much local culture as possible or a shopping addict, you 
can literally find something for the entire family within easy walking 
distance of the marina. Some of the exciting upcoming events include:  

 The 2018 Tacoma Waterfront Association Crab Feed 
Fundraiser—Located next door at the Foss Waterway Seaport, this 
always fun event features all-you-can-eat crab, a cash bar, wine ring 
toss game, raffle prizes, a silent auction and dessert dash. Tickets are 
currently $50 and can be bought from me directly. June 19th at 
5:30PM. Email me at Ian@fossharbor.com to get yours now!  

 Summer Concert Series on the Esplanade— In conjunction with 
Foss  Harbor Marina, Dock Street Marina, TWA and the Friends of the Foss volunteer group, this FREE concert series 
starts on Sunday, June 17th at 1PM and takes place in the amphitheater along the esplanade in front of Albers Mill Lofts 
and the Museum of Glass. Michael Powers is performing June 17th and Tara Tinsley will be  our  July 15th performer. 
Check our Facebook page for more info.  

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

Join  us at the Seaport on Tuesday, June 19th at 5:30 for the annual Tacoma Waterfront Asso-

ciation Crab Feed Fundraiser. Tickets available in office! 

The 2018 Summer Concert Series on the Foss Waterway Esplanade, start-

ing Sunday, June 17th at 1PM. A FREE event! 



 

After-hours Emergency Number  
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Foss Harbor has an after-hours emergency phone number: 253-392-8140.  The after-

hours emergency phone is for marina-related emergencies ONLY, such as broken water 

pipes, broken gates and minor security issues.  This phone number is not a lock-out 

service. Please call 911 immediately if you see a crime in progress.   

It’s that time again, folks! A FHM   

summer apparel order is going to be 

placed next week, around 5/10. Any 

requests? Please contact the marina 

office as soon as possible. Thanks! 

Foss Harbor Residents, have you ever been in 

the uncomfortable position of having some-

one you don't know waiting outside your 

gate and asking you to be let in? Please do 

not let anyone down to the docks unless you 

personally know them. Even if the person 

looks to be on the up-and-up, unfortunately 

these days, you just never know. The person 

in question should come to the office or call 

the tenant they’re visiting. “But my friend  

isn’t answering, I’m supposed to meet them 

and the office is closed!” To this, the answer 

should always be “Sorry, no.” While it may 

be inconvenient for the visitor at the time, 

you are doing the right thing.  We have 

locked gates at FHM for a reason, which is to 

protect you and your belongings!  

EXTENDED SUMMER STORE HOURS BEGIN MAY 17  

Thursday through Saturday: (Weekends ONLY) 8 am - 7 pm                                                        

Sunday:  9 am - 5 pm                                                                         

June 1st:  Mon-Saturday 8 am - 7 pm & Sunday 9 am - 5 pm 



 

 

 
With the advent of cell phones, AIS and other technologies, 
float plans are not commonly used much anymore; however, 
they are still a good idea and here’s why: An emergency can 
arise where you may not have time to grab your cell phone, 
or, there may not be a signal. A float plan will ensure that 
someone will know where you are supposed to be and can 
make rescuers aware if you don’t check in at previously 
agreed to times. For a short afternoon on the bay, a simple 
phone call to a friend or relative to share your plans would be 
sufficient.  
 
For a longer cruise, such as a transit to California, a more  
detailed plan would be needed with names of people on 
board, locations of planned stops with dates included, a     
description of your vessel, your planned route, as well as 
other pertinent information rescuers may require. DO NOT 

FILE FLOAT PLANS WITH THE COAST GUARD. The Coast Guard does not accept float 
plans, so you should leave yours with a friend, family member or with your marina. The float 
plan is shared with the Coast Guard only when it is needed for emergency purposes. For a 
template you can use for your float plan, visit:                                                                                                  
http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf 

 

 

One of my favorite times of the day and favorite places to be is the morning 

time at a marina, especially in the summer. You have woken early, those 

darned seagulls’ squawking or maybe it was the seal slapping the water. 

Whatever it was, you’re now awake, and it’s only 5:30. The sun is beginning 

to light the world. The air is cool and crisp, dew has settled on everything. 

You step off of your boat onto the dock. The water reflects the marina scene 

like a mirror. The memory of yesterday’s busy harbor with its boats coming 

and going and the crackle of the harbormaster on the radio directing the in-

coming boats seems to be a world away. For now, it is a foreign scene, one 

that only the early risers get to take in. 

Flip flop, flip flop, here comes the gentleman whom you helped dock yesterday. He smiles, says good morning and lifts 

his coffee cup to you in a gesture of goodwill. Slowly, more and more people begin to emerge from their boats. The 

day is starting, slowly, calmly. You smile at the woman returning from the showers. “No lines this early for a shower” 

she says to you as she meanders past. 

 “Where are you off to today?” you hear someone ask. You fail to hear the response; the question has caused you to 

focus on your own plans for the day. You’ve got to run to the hardware store for that part you discovered last night 

that you needed. Better grab a bag of ice for the cooler while you’re at it. The next few days you’ll be “on the hook”, so 

this morning will be the last time to be sure you have everything you will need while anchored out. 

All of that, though, can wait. It’s only 6 am, the coffee is done brewing. You grab a cup, take a seat on your transom, 

and take in all that a summer morning in a marina can be!! 

-Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 
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http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf


 

We just got a brand-new selection of boating safety items in the store, such as men & women's auto-inflating life 

vests, hand-held VHF radios and the amazing electronic flare from our 

friends at Weems & Plath. Get this USCG-approved device and never 

worry about expiring flares and pesky flare disposal 

again!  

 

You will not believe the wine selection we have 

now, it is out of control! We also have brought in 

fancy chocolates, olive tapenade, and a variety of 

cured meats. Get in here and check this out! As 

per usual, if you want us to order something 

for you, let us know! 

 

 

NEW WINE SELECTION AND SAFETY EQUIPMENT IN STORE NOW! 

 The Tacoma Waterfront Association is having its 4th Annual Crab Feed Fundraiser June 19th! Support TWA and 

our waterfront community while stuffing yourself with all you can eat Dungeness crab, salads and bread! Come on 

down and you will also enjoy: 

—Wine ring toss games  

—Cash raffle  

—Silent auction with dozens of valuable items  

—Dessert dash  

 

Proceeds go to contributing to a great cause; making 

and keeping Tacoma's waterfront accessible to          

everyone for business, trade and recreation.  

Early-bird tickets will be on sale for $50 until end of 

May, at which time tickets will increase to $55.     

Tables of 8 can be purchased for $400. Tickets avail-
able at www.tacomawaterfront.org; you can also 

purchase from Ian in the marina office. Email 

Ian@fossharbor.com for more info or sponsor     

opportunities.  
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All You Can Eat Crab! 

https://www.facebook.com/WeemsAndPlath/?fref=mentions


Big thanks to Nick 

Richards for this 

fantastic photo of 

sunset out on 

Commencement Bay.  

Isn’t #boatlife grand? 

   SAVE THE DATE- June 9th 2018 for 

Marina Day at Foss Harbor 
 
 

 Live music by The Fun Police 

 Coast Guard Auxiliary—free vessel safety 
checks 

 Raffle prizes—WIN FREE MOORAGE and much, much more 

 Foss Harbor is BBQing for you!  

 Blindfolded dinghy races 

 AND 
MORE! 

 

 

Foss Photo of the Month 
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Send submissions to Melynda@fossharbor.com 
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Why mow the lawn when you can be on your boat?!! 

What are ya'… a land lover? 

Call Geoff with Green Cuts Lawn Service; He will do it for 

you, and so much more. 

Green Cuts Lawn Service: 

Reliable, Friendly, Affordable. 

Servicing the greater Tacoma area. Licensed and                            

professional. 

Call for a free estimate! 

Geoff Farren: 253-227-2603 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

 

Contact Morris @ mfadams4@gmail.com or call                 

206-348-7632 to inquire about books/charts, Thanks!  


