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Every spring every magazine tells you how to prepare for the 
upcoming boating season. Well, here's how NOT to prepare for the 
upcoming boating season.    
 

  1.  Don't get a bigger beer cooler. First, it'll be heavier 
to carry — especially when it's full. You may even get a 

hernia from the extra stress and be forced to miss some weekends on 

the water. Secondly, the weight distribution in the boat can slowly (or 

maybe not so slowly) shift during the day as you deplete that cooler. 

Thirdly, a smaller cooler makes a better bailer (or as the Coasties call it, 

"a dewatering device") which you are likely to need if you ever drink 

beer while running the boat.   

2.  Don't return that stuff you borrowed last season from your friend who has the boat in the next 
slip at the marina. He's probably forgotten who he lent it to. And if you return it he's going to miss the fun of going to 

West Marine and buying more. And worse still, if you return it, you won't have it anymore and you're going to have to go to 

West Marine and buy replacements. If you're like me, this won't be much fun because I'm a lot poorer than anybody else on 

the dock.  

  3.  Don't change your 4 stroke oil by emptying the old oil out that little hole that some 
manufacturers put in the aft end of the lower unit. No matter how hard you try, you're going to spill it and then 

the EPA and the state environmental people and everyone else will criticize, castigate and penalize you for the transgression. 

Draw that oil out the dip stick hole even though it takes 20 times longer and you're probably going to knock over the bucket 

full of old oil anyway, regardless of its source. Now if you have one of those better designed motors that allow for oil 

extraction without spilling, you're in luck. But I'm not sure there are any. 

  4.  Don't do a radio check on 16. And most of all, don't tell everybody your business on 16 like, "I just got a new VHF 

and I just want to see if it works," or, "this is the first time I've used my radio since last summer and I just want to see if it 

works." First of all, we're not supposed to do radio checks on 16 for many reasons, mostly involving safety and even search 

and rescue. Secondly, if you're doing a radio check, everybody out there knows that you want to see if the thing works. 

  5.  Don't knock down all the wasps' nests that have been constructed under every out-of-the-way 
part of the boat. Learn to live with them. They can bring you luck, like when that thief who comes on the boat doesn't 

know where the nests are hidden.                                                                                                                 — By Tom Neale 

5 Things Not To Do For Spring Commissioning  



 

After-hours Emergency Number  
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   TWA PRESENTS 

                                                                                                                 

Foss Harbor has an after-hours emergency phone number: 253-392-8140. The                    

after-hours emergency phone is for marina-related emergencies ONLY, such as broken 

water pipes, broken gates and minor security issues. This phone number is NOT a             

lock-out service. Please call 911 immediately if you see a crime in progress.   

    WINE? Because wine not? 

EXTENDED SUMMER STORE HOURS BEGIN June 1st  

Monday through Saturday: 8 am - 7 pm                                                        

Sunday:  9 am - 5 pm                                                                        

 

Spring is in the air, and what better way to           
enjoy the season than on your boat with a 
glass of Sauvignon Blanc. Our wine of the 

month, Ava Grace Sauv Blanc, pairs well with a 
wine glass, goat cheese, asparagus, grilled 

fish, seafood, pesto, and dishes seasoned with 
dill or coriander. Only $9.99 at the                                       

Foss Harbor Marina Market! 



 

Marine Head Maintenance 

 
Bathroom talk has been a common topic lately in the Marina Office, more specifi-

cally, maintenance of marine toilets. The head on the boat can be a fickle thing, and 

unlike your throne at home, this seat needs more attention and regular mainte-

nance. This is the first of several articles that will address some of the most com-

mon issues with marine toilets. 

 

*Note: this article is referring to installed Marine Sanitation Devices, which include 

a holding tank and a way to pump-out; we will not be discussing cassette toilets, 

composting or other types. 

 

Marine sanitation systems have a vent, and this wonderful little thing has become 

the number one issue I have experienced in my boating years when it comes to 

head problems. When the vent is working properly, all is well, but when it is not, it 

can lead to smells in your boat, issues pumping out, tanks cracking… It can get bad. 

What does the vent do? Well, as waste in the tank breaks down, gasses are released, and those gasses, and the smells associated with 

them, need to go somewhere, so the vent allows them to exit the boat. Now, when that vent, or the hose going to it, get blocked, it 

forces the gasses to find a new place to go, usually into your boat.  

 

The other thing the vent does is allow pump-outs to go more smoothly. While pumping out, waste is being removed from the tank by 

suction. Air must be brought into the tank, via the vent, so that the waste can flow out. Imagine trying to suck water out of a bottle with-

out letting air in, it gets harder and harder until you finally can’t suck anymore water out. A pumpout will do the same thing. Without the 

vent working properly, waste cannot be removed from the tank.  

 

The two most common blocks of a vent I have seen are 1) At the actual outlet on the exterior of the boat, the metal cover many boats 

have includes a wire mesh screen which, over time, can corrode and close over. Usually a simple poke with a screw driver opens the 

holes back up. If you are worried about bugs crawling into your vent hose, then replace the vent at this point. 2) Some boat manufactur-

ers will run the vent hose in such a way that it gets a low spot where fluid that is sloshed up the hose can get caught, and this, I’ve seen, 

can be enough to make the vent completely ineffective. Solution: make sure your vent hose is no longer than it needs to be to eliminate 

any dips or low spots.  

 

If you have checked your vent, found that it is clear, and pumpouts are going smoothly, 

yet you are still getting a smell in your boat, another potential spot to check is your 

waste hoses. There is special hose that is designed so that smells will not permeate. Hose 

not designed for waste will allow smells to “leak” through. Waste hose is generally white, 

so if you have hoses that aren’t white, start there. Waste hoses will need replacement 

periodically, they don’t last forever. A way to tell when it is time to change hoses: take a 

clean rag, wrap the hose, wipe it, remove and smell, if there is no unpleasant smell, then 

you’re good to go. If there is a smell, plan to replace sooner than later.  

 

One other thought on smells in your boat; I have often been on boats that have been 

closed up for sometime, that have a pungent sulfur smell. This smell, if you have ever en-

countered it, is very distinct. This comes from the saltwater that many marine toilets uti-

lize. The organisms in the saltwater die and breakdown in the holding tank creating this 

smell. It usually clears out quickly when venting the boat and after the head gets some 

use, but there is a way to help prevent this. If you will be putting the boat away for a 

while, ensure the tank is completely empty. If you don’t have time to pump out, keep a 

“digester” or an odor killer like “Aqua-Kem” on board. Both are available in the marina 

store. Pumping either into the tank before tieing up for a while will help keep things fresh.  

 

Next month we will discuss the basic mechanics and minor maintenance of the head itself.  

—Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 
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Meet Chester and Kayla, the guardians of Geraldine and their person, Shannon. 

Found on the streets of Mexico City, both Chester and 

Kayla had a tough start. We moved to Tacoma in 2014 and 

moved on to Geraldine in 2016. As you can see, they have 

a happy life aboard the Geraldine. Chester is happiest 

when he can patrol the dock and chase off visiting 

felines (especially Tigger).               

Kayla loves a boat ride, any boat 

will do. Her favorite thing to do 

is eat everything and hang out with her human friends at 

the Tacoma Community Boat Builders. She has two four-

footed friends: Chester and El P (who lives over on F 

dock).  

 

Kayla and Shannon need some help from the community. Sadly, Kayla has no love for other 

dogs. It does not matter to her if they are friendly, for her they are all the same: a potential 

attacker. She's had lots of coaches, trainers, classes, introductions, and even medicine. 

We've tried everything. When you see us coming, please remember: Before Kayla was 

rescued, she had to fight it out with other dogs just to survive. On the outside she is a 

silly old lab who barks to say hi to everyone, but on the inside she's a scrappy old 

street fighter with a will to live and protect her person. If another dog comes too 

close, she fights first and asks questions later. If you are a human with treats, she's all 

about it. But well meaning folks with "easy going" dogs, especially those off-leash or 

allowed to come near, are a real challenge for us.  

 

Kayla wants to be good. She wants to be friends. But she doesn't know how. Cutting us 

a wide berth and understanding when we wait for you to pass by from a distance is 

what keeps everyone safe. We'd really appreciate the help! 

 

 

Pets on the Poop Deck 

There is nothing more frustrating than doing some sort of delicate work on your boat, when all of a sudden, everything starts 

rocking! You come up on deck to see that another boater has very willingly shared the experience of their wake with you, and 

everyone else too. Did you know, you can be held responsible for damages or injuries resulting from 

your wake? Even a small wake can have impacts that you may not imagine. I can remember once working 

on a head system, with a full holding tank (we were working on getting it pumped out), when a wake was 

thrown which then sloshed the contents of the full tank onto myself and my engineer and all over our 

bilge. What could have been a ½ hour fix turned into a 4 hour fix and clean. It’s simple common                  

courtesy, slow down near others, turn your head and look aft and ensure you are not leaving a wake. 

Certain instances of excessive wake can be considered “Negligent” and can carry a fine from law                

enforcement. Leaving a wake near a fuel dock also carries a fine, usually much more than just “negligent 

boating”. For more on wakes, see the following articles: 

 

https://www.boatus.com/magazine/2011/august/seaworthy.asp 

https://www.boatingmag.com/how-to/tips-navigating-no-wake-zones                              —Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 5 

Tigger, the arch enemy 

Thank you Shannon Shea from P Dock for your submission! Do 

you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send a picture of your furry 

friend to Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

https://www.boatus.com/magazine/2011/august/seaworthy.asp
https://www.boatingmag.com/how-to/tips-navigating-no-wake-zones


This photo was taken right 

under the Narrows Bridge. 

How much better could our 

back yard possibly get?  PS. This 

little maneuver is called a 

spyhop.  It is believed Orcas do 

this to spot prey.  

Thank you Lisa Johnson from J 

dock for sharing your 

adventures with us.   

   SAVE THE DATE- June 8th 2019 
Celebrate National Marina 

Day at Foss Harbor 

 
 Live music  

 Free vessel safety checks 

 Raffle prizes—WIN FREE MOORAGE and 
much, much more 

 Foss Harbor is BBQing for you!  

 Blindfolded dinghy races 

 AND MORE! 

 

Foss Photo of the Month 
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Do you have a beautiful or unusual photo of Tacoma, the marina or the sound? Send submissions to Melynda@fossharbor.com 

COME for the National Marina Day            

Celebration and STAY for a musical          

freestyle JAM SESSION… bring your          

instrument (weapon of choice...) and 

yourself at 7pm. Meet at the patio area 

outside of marina office. For more info 

contact: Judy 509-942-9357.  



  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

 


