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November 2014 

Construction Update 

 

If you ever wanted to know what the term "a snail's pace" really looks like, just look at our 

parking lot and the (now) non-existent Esplanade! Yes, folks, this is it. We got off to a rather 

slow start (about two years slow), but now we’re finally seeing progress so we can—

hopefully—forget about those delays. This is how it works: the city of Tacoma is spending 

public and government grant money, and they are obligated to award the contract to the 

lowest bidder. I believe the spin is something along the lines of “spending taxpayer money 

wisely”.  In other words, you get what you pay for! In this case, there have been a few delays 

since the project started in early October, some of which is to be 

expected during a municipally-funded project. At this early stage, 

there’s still a bit of “hand holding” by the city, which means that any 

slight obstacle potentially becomes a mountain of red tape and 

requires the assembly of 12 people around a meeting table to find a 

solution.  In all seriousness, however, you will likely see no real activity 

for maybe the next 4 weeks, which was the latest update as of 10/30. 

This, of course, may change by Monday, at which time tenants will be 

notified.  

 

With our new B and C dock construction (and thank you everyone who had to relocate to other 

covered docks; we appreciate the cooperation!) occurring, we are putting in bigger power 

pedestals which is triggering a change in the main electrical panel capacity. This requires a 

modification of the existing plan to find a solution. In the meantime, FHM will continue doing what 

we can, including the relocation of our fuel lines (probably) next week. This will require a fuel 

dock shut down of one week, hopefully not any longer. We do, however, have the new utility 

ramp installed, so we may start to move utilities around to this new ramp. Please stay tuned for 

notices of disruption to service. We will post updates on Facebook, via e-mail, and/or phone calls 

if necessary.  All facilities will continue to remain open 24/7 until further notice. Once you see the 

trailers in the middle lot, we will be close to shutting down restrooms and showers;  again, please 

watch for notifications. Laundry shall remain open and accessible for duration of the entire 

project. Once we get the electrical issues solved, they will move back to the Esplanade and 

construct a platform to hold a pile driving crane, which should only be in place for 3-4 weeks. Yes 

there are many changes occurring, but one day soon (maybe 6 months) we can all look back at 

this as a distant memory and enjoy a new, bright and shiny Esplanade, not to mention 2 new docks 

and wave attenuator!  Until next month's update, hope everyone stays warm and dry and has a 

Happy Thanksgiving!        
 
 

   Lori Natucci, General Manager 
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        Tidal Tidbits  
                                        Events, happenings, and info you don’t want to miss!  Here are November’s Tidal Tidbits:   
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It’s time for the annual Foss Harbor Holiday Food Drive! Foss 

Harbor is rallying other Dock Street businesses to help those in 

need this holiday season.  From now until the new year, we will 

be collecting and donating non-perishable food items to St. Leo 

Food Connection. Just bring your donation to the marina office, and we will do the rest. Here is an extra 

added incentive: Donate a full grocery bag and get $5.00 off of your next month’s moorage charges (Up to 

$30 in total).  Help us fight hunger in Pierce County this Thanksgiving and Christmas! 

The marina store is OPEN during construction.  If parking is ever blocked off to 

the store or you can’t make it in, we will deliver groceries to your boat during the 

construction melee; just give us a call at 253-272-4404! You can also make     

moorage payments over the phone using your Visa, MasterCard, or AMEX.  

Foss Harbor store and fuel dock will be CLOSED on November 27th and 28th for 

the Thanksgiving holiday. Warm wishes to all. Gobble Gobble!! 

Win a Thanksgiving turkey! Keep your eyes peeled the next time you are perusing your     

Facebook page because Foss Harbor is giving away your dinner. For the next 3 weeks, we will 

be giving away one turkey per week to a random live-aboard resident.  If you haven’t liked Foss 

Harbor’s page yet, you’re missing out on important updates and super fun stuff. Check us out! 

Reminder: As we start transitioning into colder weather, try to keep your tanks topped off in 

case of water shut-offs. Better safe than sorry! 

       SAVE THE DATE  

 

 You are cordially invited to join us Saturday, December 13th, at 6pm for our annual Foss Harbor 

Christmas Party and boat decorating contest held at the Flagship Maritime Academy (Next door to 

the  marina  office). This is a great time to meet and schmooze with your neighbors, nosh on          

delicious food and catch up on some fun. This party is potluck style, so bring a dish to share! We will 

hold a raffle with moorage and storage locker gift certificates to be won along with many other     

special prizes. We will also be awarding gifts to the 3 best decorated boats. The judges will be touring 

the docks looking at the vessels entered in the decorating contest the day before the big party,             

December 12th, at 5:30pm.  Sign up for the boat decorating contest in the marina office.  All the   

contestant’s lighted boats will be displayed on a big screen at the party.  Cocktails start at 6pm; you 

don’t want to miss this! 



Now that fall is upon us, the boater’s 
mindset shifts gears from relaxed 
summer fun to preparation for the 
cold and wet months ahead. 
Winterizing the engines, covering the 
boat and stabilizing the fuel are all 
items of high priority, as we 
scramble to batten down the 
hatches—lest the first winter squall 
catch us underprepared. One item of 
consequence that needs revisiting, 
however, remains the relative 
security of the boat, as well as that of 
the vehicles we use to get to the 
marina.  
 

To be sure,  a substantial portion of a 
vessel’s value lies in the onboard 
gear and ancillary navigation equipment/electronic components, often accumulated over the years at great cost—
not to mention the countless hours spent researching, installing and maintaining said gear. Furthermore, being a 
part of a tightly-knit boating community builds a sense of safety and belonging, if not outright trust that your vessel 
and its contents are inherently secure, which can lead many boat owners to become somewhat complacent when 
addressing the accessibility and security of their vessels. Unfortunately, many marinas—those in downtown 
Tacoma, in particular—are located in highly visible and heavily traversed areas populated by folks who aren’t 
boaters and who aren’t necessarily looking out for your—and your vessel and/or vehicle’s—best interest. Almost 
certainly, your slip neighbors would return a smartphone or wallet (and its contents) to its rightful owner, should 
you unsuspectingly drop either item out of your pocket on your way up the dock; there’s a sort of unwritten code of 
honor amongst boaters that governs how we conduct ourselves and look out for each other. That said, the nature of 
our location and the large contingent of seasonal and transient traffic—both at the marina and otherwise—suggests 
that not everyone we come into contact with will abide by this “code”. Keeping this in mind, it’s best that we keep 
the honest folks honest and, to all others, at least give the appearance that any “bounty” to be had for the taking 
pales in comparison to the hard work required to obtain it. Here are a few common sense tips on how to best keep 
your boat and its gear safe this winter (These apply both to your boats AND vehicles when they’re at the marina):  

1. Keep all windows/hatches closed and locked, and all doors kept locked at all times. This is a must. 

2. Secure and/or hide anything of even moderate value: bags, merchandise, boating gear, etc.  

3. Install a locking fuel cap. You paid dearly for that gas or diesel; why not keep it in your tanks, where it belongs? 

4. Remove any portable electronic devices: GPS, fish-finders, radios, stereos, etc. Any of these kept onboard or in 
parked vehicles should be kep out of sight and locked away.  

5. Do not leave any wallet, cash, loose change or any other type of currency visible anywhere on your boat or vehicle. 
This merely incites more curiosity to those with ill intentions.  

6. Keep any blinds or shades on the boat drawn. Also consider leaving a small light on when you leave.  

7. Get to know your neighbors! If you are going to be out of town or absent for an extended period of time, let 
someone know to keep an eye on your boat and/or vehicle. It’s also a good idea to notify the marina office, as we 
will do the same.  

8. Do not prop dock gates open, even for loading or unloading. This invites unwanted traffic and attention onto our 
secured docks. Also, don’t let folks without gate keys onto the docks!  

We’re all working to keep our marina safe for everyone, but we can’t do it without your help!  
 

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager                                                                         Comments? Email: Ian@Fossharbor.com 

        First Mate’s Watch     
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Did you know that Foss 
Harbor is involved in the 
Boat US lifejacket loaner 

program?  We have all sizes - from 
infant to adult - ready for you to 
borrow. If you have an unexpected 
guest or realize you just don't have 
the appropriate PFD for the day, 
stop on by the office and we’ll make 
sure you get safely underway!  

While we are on the Boat US 
subject, did you know that if you are 
a member, and present your Boat 
US card on our fuel dock, you will 
get $.10 cents off per gallon of 
gasoline or diesel?   

                                    Foss Photo of the Month 
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Battleship Health  

 

Happy November! As we move into fall and winter, we have shorter darker days in our future. 

This is a time when some people suffer from depression. Did you know massage can help with that? Massage helps 

to increase serotonin and dopamine, neurotransmitters that help reduce depression.  

 Many of you have also asked me about supplements. This can be very confusing as there are many out there. One 

way to take a closer look at what your body might be lacking is to schedule an appointment with Angela Toler at 

Tacoma Chiropractic Health Center, 253-272-9500. She will do something called a Zyto scan. This is an electrical 

biochemistry scan that looks for areas in which you might be lacking certain vitamins and minerals. It’s really quite 

fascinating!  When your scan is complete a report is generated that provides you with helpful information and insight 

to a closer look at specific organs and body systems and explores your biological preference for nutritional             

supplements that you could benefit from. The brand of supplement that she sells only has food in them, not      

chemicals and fillers. (I take these!) 

 In the meantime please feel free to call me for an appointment at 253-302-6784 (I’m right upstairs from the marina 

office) or check out my web page at affordablemassagetacoma.com and don’t forget to like us on Facebook.      

Thank you! 

Tracy Wright, Affordable Massage 

Photo taken by Point Ruston Development     

Do you have a beautiful, unusual, or unique photo of the ma-

rina or waterway you would like to share? Send your submis-

sions to  Melynda@fossharbor.com! 



This is Sunshine and Murray on their sailboat for 
the weekend. Hoist the mainsail; let’s get 
underway! Thank you to the Morrisons!   
 
Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send 
photos to melynda@fossharbor.com 

Pets On The Poop Deck 
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Why didn't I think of that?        

By Hira Barbara Reid 

BIJABOJI by Betty Loman Carey 

This addition to Shatoosh's 

library is a fantastic read. After      

graduating from the University of 

Washington, Betty Lowman rowed her 

Indian carved canoe from Guemes    

Island, Washington to Ketchikan, 

Alaska in 1937, where her father was           

commercially fishing. The journey takes 

over 60 days and she endures all kinds 

of weather, seas and meets fascinating 

people who help her complete the journey. Betty is a determined 

young woman and her spirit engages the reader with each pull on 

the oars as she plies through the winding waters north to Alaska. 

 Her story is beautifully written and her journey is very exciting. I 

couldn't put the book down once I started reading it. This has got 

to be a classic Pacific Northwest read and should be in every boat 

library. It ranks up on the list with the classic, A Curve in Time. 

You may purchase BIJABOJI on Amazon. 

 

GALLEY SLAVE  

The Galley Kitchen 

Cooking while at sea is part of the adventure 

Prepare for your voyage as if you were camping in the woods: space is limited, as are fuel and refrigeration, so   

planning ahead is critical. In a galley kitchen, you will be lucky to get two burners on the stove, let alone an oven or a 

microwave. A tiny sink will give you barely enough room to wash a cup--large pots and pans will act as washbasins 

by themselves--so plan your menus accordingly.  

U s i n g  S p a c e  W i s e l y  
 

B r i n g  o n l y  t h e  m i n i m u m  o f  c o o k i n g  e q u i p m e n t :  1  s k i l l e t ,  1  p o t  o r  s a u c e p a n ,  c u p s ,  p l a t e s ,  b o w l s  

a n d  s i l v e r w a r e .   

 

There may be an icebox, but you should pack a cooler for drinks and any food overflow. The cooler also makes a nice chair to sit on, or a 

table to set your cutting board on while preparing food  

There are a lot of storage accessories available at boating stores. Pockets for organizing can be attached to the wall for storing silverware, 

spices and tools such as bottle or can openers. Hanging nets can hold fresh produce. 

Attach lids of jars to the underside of the cupboard with screws: the jar can be screwed on or off for storage and access. (This is great for 

spices.) 

Cooking Tip: 

Galley kitchens are not the life of the party that a home kitchen can be. The best cooking in a galley is quick, with minimal 

prep and clean-up. Safety is very important when out on a boat, as the doctor may be some distance away.  

 


