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This is always a fun time of year for us here at Foss Harbor Marina, with 

the months of November and December filled with food drives, turkey 

giveaways and the best marina party ever in December. We like to 

contribute directly to the community this time of year through food 

donations, as it’s incredibly rewarding to see our marina community give 

not only to each other but to all who need in Pierce County. I hope 

everyone will contribute; even a little bit helps! The Turkey Day Giveaway 

has become a very popular event amongst our live-aboard residents, so 

pay attention to our Facebook page November 6th, 13th and 20th. I hope 

you are the next lucky person to figure out how to cram a 10-12lb bird 

into your galley oven! This year, our annual Christmas Party will be held on 

Saturday, December 12th next door at the Flagship Maritime Academy. If 

you are new to the marina, this is an event co-hosted by FHM and Skip and Jan 

Anderson of Flagship and is not to be missed. They are gracious enough to open 

their beautiful facility up for all to see and enjoy holiday splendor and great food - 

lots of food! FHM supplies much of the food and drink, but we have been spoiled 

by many who chose to contribute to a "potluck style" feast. So whatever your 

favorite holiday appetizer, main course or beverage is you can be guaranteed that 

not a crumb will be left. This is also where we announce our decorated boat 

contest winners, so start thinking now how to outdo your neighbors! The prizes 

are always great and the raffle is also a blast. Much more to come on this! 
 

In the meantime, batten down the hatches as fall has made its presence known. 

Keep your eyes out for your neighbors, too! Happy Thanksgiving and gobble, 

gobble, gobble! 

 

Lori Natucci, General Manager 

  Tides & Times 
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Foss Harbor’s general manager Lori 

keeping it colorful as we transition to 

fall.   



 

        Tidal Tidbits  
                                        Events, happenings, and info you don’t want to miss!  Here are November’s Tidal Tidbits:   
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It’s time for the annual Foss Harbor Holiday Food Drive! Foss 

Harbor is rallying other Dock Street businesses to help those in 

need this holiday season. From now until the new year, we will 

be collecting and donating non-perishable food items to St. Leo 

Food Connection. Just bring your donation to the marina office, and we will do the rest. Here is an extra 

added incentive: Donate a full grocery bag and get $5.00 off of your next month’s moorage charges (Up to 

$30 in total).  Help us fight hunger in Pierce County this Thanksgiving and Christmas! 

 

Foss Harbor store and fuel dock 

will be CLOSED on  November 

26th and 27th for the Thanksgiving 

holiday. Warm wishes to all.             

Gobble Gobble! 

Win a Thanksgiving turkey! Keep your eyes peeled the next time you are perusing your Facebook 

page because Foss Harbor is giving away your dinner. For the next 3 Fridays, starting November 

6th, we will be giving away one turkey per week to a random live-aboard resident. If you haven’t 

liked Foss Harbor’s page yet, you’re missing out on important updates and super fun stuff. Check us 

out! 

Reminder: As we start transitioning into colder weather, try to keep your tanks topped off in 

case of a freeze and water shut-offs. Better safe than sorry! 

       SAVE THE DATE  

 

 You are cordially invited to join us Saturday, December 12th, at 6pm for our annual Foss Harbor Christmas 

Party and boat decorating contest held at the Flagship Maritime Academy (Next door to the  marina  office). 

This is a great time to meet and schmooze with your neighbors, nosh on delicious food and catch up on some 

fun. This party is potluck style, so bring a dish to share! We will hold a raffle with moorage and storage locker 

gift certificates to be won along with many other special prizes. In fact, they are already rolling in from our   

generous sponsors! For starters, a free haul-out from Commencement Bay Marine Services or a one night stay 

at the luxurious Hotel Murano. Any takers?  

We will also be awarding gifts to the 3 best decorated boats. Sign up for the boat decorating contest in the  

marina office. All the contestant’s lighted boats will be displayed on a big screen at the party.  Cocktails start 

at 6pm on the 12th; you don’t want to miss this, more info to come! 



FREE THIRD THURSDAY!  
 

Visit the Washington State History Museum for free on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month from 2 to 8pm. 

 

1911 Pacific Ave, Tacoma, WA 
Phone: (243) 798-5902 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 

               Flotilla 130-03-03 Tacoma 
 

Well, it’s time to think about the lowest and most unappreciated part of your boat, the bilge. Who  

cares what happens down there as no one can see it anyway, right? Fortunately people like the police 

and the Coast Guard do. There have been a few cases of the bilge discharging oil and fuel overboard 

because the owners aren’t even aware of a leak in the engine or fuel lines. The contaminants float and 

bilge pump will just pump the oil overboard and leave a trail right to you. Fines (depending on who 

catches you) can be anywhere from hundreds to thousands of dollars. Good news, though; there is a 

limit to the fine and that is a paltry 835,000 dollars. This is usually for the commercial freighters.  

 

Take heart, as there are things that you can do to help the tasty fish and crustaceans live in a healthier 

environment. After all, it’s nice when they don’t come to the pan pre-oiled! I can’t personally attest 

to it but I don’t think a salmon would taste good cooked in 30 weight oil.  

 

Here are a couple of items that you can keep on board that will help. One item is known as bilge           

pillow. It can suck up anywhere between 1.5 to 2 quarts of oil or fuel from the bilges but will not           

absorb water. If you have a spill just toss it into the bilge water and let it do its job.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also you can use white pads that will absorb oil and fuels but not water. I line the well under the            

engine and transmission so that the drips will be absorbed before they hit the bilge. You should use 

them when refueling to catch any overspills. These are a couple of good things to keep on hand. Best 

way is to keep the bilges clean in the first place.  

 

As vessel examiner, I fortunately have only had to fail two vessels over the last year because of dirty 

bilges. Thanks for reading!                                                                                 -Jim McGinley    
 

“Spills Aren’t Slick” Hotline 

 

                                      Report any spills 800-OILS-911 and US Coast Guard 800-424-8802 
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Tracy Wright’s Battleship Health  

     Affordable Massage is conveniently located in             

Suite 204, above the marina office. 

Team Backpack is on a mission! For the future 

of the “Forgotten Youth Foundation”                                   

OUR MISSION:  Offering hope and faith to 

homeless high school students in the Tacoma 

Public Schools by: 1. Raising community              

awareness 2.  Generating community support            

3.  Providing basic supplies for life and learning  

4.  Enabling job readiness and self-sufficiency.   

What items do we need for the backpacks? 

Yes, Please:  Empty backpacks-shoulder bags to fill. Personal hygiene items, clothing (coats, hoodies, shirts, socks and         

underwear), gift cards for food establishments (McDonalds, Subway, etc.), umbrellas, lap blankets, movie passes, grocery 

store gift cards, reusable water bottles, flashlight, rain ponchos, non perishable food items, fun gifts like games or mp3              

players, colognes, perfumes, hair accessories, and anything you think might bring a smile! Cash donations are welcome, and 

you will receive a receipt for your records. 

No Thank You:  Perishable food, medicine, matches, lighters, pocket knives. These items are considered contraband!                                                                                             

We appreciate your support for this wonderful project and will be hosting an auction, raffle, and goods gathering 

party Saturday, December 5th, 2015 @ 3pm with live music and door prizes provided by Rock the Dock Pub & 

Grill. For more information on how you can help, contact Nicole Ward (253) 278-2892                                                           

or teambackpack2012@yahoo.com  Thank you! 

Thank you everyone, for your well wishes and positive healing thoughts in my speedy recovery! I’m so glad that is 

over! 

 

Now it’s time for the holidays to begin! With that said, a lot of people have feelings of stress and depression at this 

time of year. Please be thoughtful of others and also take care of yourself. 

 

Cortisol is the chemical released in your body when it is feeling stress. This chemical can wreak havoc in your body 

by raising your blood sugar, suppressing your immune system and decreasing bone formation. It is also the major 

cause of sleeping problems as well as memory loss. Things that help decrease cortisol in the body are: Omega 3’s, 

laughing, music, tea and—you guessed it - massage!  

 

So, if you haven’t scheduled a massage yet, don’t wait! I make massage affordable so you don’t have to only get one a 

year or on a special occasion. I also have gift certificates available which make terrific presents any time of year! 
 

Please feel free to call me for an appointment at 253-203-6784 or check out my web page at                                                

affordablemassagetacoma.com and don’t forget to like us on Facebook! Thank you! 



Rover was adopted a year and a half ago from the 
Yakima Humane Society. 
His origins are up for debate. The experts suspect 
he is a combination of German Shepherd and Jack 
Russell Terrier. After his initial concern over 
not being consulted about living aboard, he has 
started to 
adjust. 
He enjoys the 
feel of the wind 
through his fur 
while underway 
and making sure 
we stay on 
course. Rover 
will happily do a 
trick for a 
treat.  
 
Thank you 
Caroline Spott 
for your 
submission! 

Pets On The Poop Deck 

5 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com    It’s FREE! 

For Sale to loving home, 1955 Chris Craft Corvette.  

 Twin 302 Fords 

 Repowered in 1995 

 New fuel tanks 

 Force 10 stove 

 ACDC propane refrigerator 

$10,000, Priced to sell! 

Call John 

253-278-4839 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck? Send 

your photos to melynda@fossharbor.com 


