
 

  Tides & Times 
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For me, winter has always been the time of 

year to do needed boat maintenance, to 

squeeze in a couple foul weather (winter) 

cruises and, maybe my favorite, begin plan-

ning for next summer’s cruising. Much of 

my time cruising in the Northwest has been 

on a large boat, which, due to available 

space in marinas, usually means getting res-

ervations early for the summer. We have 

now begun making reservations as early as 

March, to ensure we will have dock space 

in August at the spots we want to visit, so 

that means starting your planning early. Be-

sides that, for me, half the fun of cruising is 

getting to do all the planning and navigation 

plotting. 

 

On November 10th, we are having two great events, our first ever wine tasting at the marina and a cruising 

seminar. I do hope you are able to join us for both. I wanted to talk to you a little about the seminar. I have 

some discussions with some tenants, especially some of our new-to-boating crowd. I began to hear a common 

theme, “Where should we take our boat?” or “There’s places to cruise to in the South Sound?” So, to answer 

those questions and to help you begin your planning for next summer, we will be putting on a two hour cruising 

seminar. We will be covering locations from Olympia to the south all the way up to Princess Louisa, B.C. to the 

north. We will be giving you a small taste of locations to visit, marinas to stay in, restaurants and shops to visit 

and local sights or attractions that you won’t want to miss. 

 

Whether you are new to boating or your looking for a new idea of some place to visit, there should be              

something for every boater! 

 

—Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 

November 2018 

                        Here’s what’s above board today! 



2 EVENTS, 1 FUN DAY!  3pm - 7pm                                                                                   

On Saturday, NOVEMBER 10th, 2018, come to Foss Harbor’s 

NW CRUISING DESINATION SEMINAR NW CRUISING DESINATION SEMINAR   

3pm - 5pm 

New to cruising? Ever wonder where 

to go? Looking for someplace new? 

Come on down to our cruising                 

destination seminar that covers               

amazing sights from Olympia, WA to 

Princess Louisa, BC! Held at the              

Flagship classroom at 821 Dock Street,  

98402. Call 253-272-4404 for more info! 

 

 5pm - 7pm in the Marina Store, Stay for Our  

  Autumn Wine 

Tasting                                                              
Just in time for Thanksgiving, we invite you to 

stop by and try some lovely new wines. Hosted 

by Foss Harbor Marina and Vinum Importing, we 

are in for some unique and delicious flavors, great 

company, and good times. 

No cost to sample wines! 

 

It all happens at 821 Dock Street 

starting at 3pm, November 10th. 

RSVP 253-272-4404                                                    

See you there! 



 

        Tidal Tidbits  
                                        Events, happenings, and info you don’t want to miss!  Here are November’s Tidal Tidbits:   
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Calling all Foss Harbor Marina tenants with boats 32’ and           

larger…  Would you like to be able to take a smaller boat out 

salmon fishing? Don’t have a crew to help you man the ship 

for the day? How about a trip to Seattle’s Bell Harbor in             

under 1 ½ hours and 15 gallons of fuel? Come and get your 

Freedom with a fleet of 7 boats and growing in Foss Harbor 

Marina. We are offering a special deal to current boat owners 

to make having that second run-about affordable!  Call or text 

Sara for our boat owners only offer 253-844-9705.  Check us 

out at https://freedomboatclub.com/locations/200-Tacoma-

wa/ .  The boat is waiting… 

 

The Foss Harbor Market and the fuel 

dock will be closing at NOON on the 

21st, then CLOSED on November 

22nd and 23rd for the Thanksgiving 

holiday.  Warm holiday wishes to all!              

Reminder:  As we start transitioning into colder weather (especially if 

you are a live-aboard), please try to keep your water tanks topped off in 

case we have freezing temps and need to shut the water off to the docks. 

Shutting off the water and clearing the lines keeps the pipes from breaking. 

We monitor the weather and notify everyone in advance as much as              

possible; being prepared will put you ahead of the game if we do have to 

shut down everything due to unforeseen circumstances. Thank you! 

Win a Thanksgiving turkey! Keep your eyes peeled the next time 

you are perusing your Facebook page because Foss Harbor is           

giving away your dinner. For the next 2 Fridays, starting Novem-

ber 9th, we will be giving away one turkey per week to a random 

live-aboard resident. If you haven’t liked Foss Harbor’s page yet, 

you’re missing out on important updates and super fun stuff. 

https://freedomboatclub.com/locations/200-Tacoma-wa/
https://freedomboatclub.com/locations/200-Tacoma-wa/


Winter Preparations  

  With falling leaves and the cool to colder temps that come with this time of year, now is a good time to make a full 

inspection of the items and systems that are most subject to failure in winter’s harsh conditions. Many of you have 

already begun bringing additional heaters and dehumidifiers to your boats. Our #1 concern with this increase in 

power demands is your shore power electrical system. When was the last time you took a good look at your power 

cord?  Please take the time to inspect both ends of your cord and the pedestal plug as well as the point of connec-

tion on your boat. ANY discoloration is, at the very least, a reason for further inspection. Male tangs that show signs 

of patina (which will generally be yellow to green in color) is an indication of moisture. If minor, these can be cleaned 

but remember that the female end of this same connection will be similar in condition and is much more difficult to 

correct. Dark brown or black discoloration (see photo 1) to the surrounding material is a sign that resistance is  

present and in turn heat which, left unchecked, will even-

tually result in a shorted out connection at the least and 

potential fire hazards. If you see evidence of heat, put 

your nose to the device in question.  Electrically burnt 

cords and plugs have a very distinct smell.  

If this is present, the cord or plug has been compromised 

and needs to be repaired or replaced. This is true even if 

the item(s) in question are still functioning (See photo 2).  

I realize that there is a price tag attached to these things 

but consider the bigger picture. Boat fires or even the 

loss of AC equipment due to electrical shorts are far 

more expensive then a new cord. The average life expec-

tancy of marine shore power cords is 5 years. If your 

cord is getting increasingly stiff it’s time to budget a new 

one. 

How about those dock lines?  Every winter we can                 

expect a couple of wind/wave events that will put                

exceptional strain on your dock lines and the cleats on 

your boat. This is another item that often goes                   

overlooked; chafed or stiffened lines need to be                

replaced or modified. Move your dock lines from time to 

time to change the area where they wear. Also, buy lines 

designed and sized for the boat in question. The Home 

Depot economy line should not be your first choice.   

Remember to properly spring your vessel forward and 

aft. Sailboat owners put a couple of extra wraps on your furling head sails and mains.  A loosely furled headsail can 

easily be pulled out during a wind event and the potential damage to the sail and rigging hardware can be costly as 

well as dangerous to anyone trying to secure it. Thanks for reading and have a safe winter! 

—Scottie, Operations Manager 

This is the same cord as above, and it was still           

functioning! Did you think that there would be this 

kind of damage inside?                           (Photo 2) 

(Photo 1) 

4 



 

5 

SAVE THE DATE                                                                                    

You are cordially invited to join us for our biggest event of the year on Saturday, December 8th, at 6PM for our an-

nual Foss Harbor Christmas Party and boat decorating contest! Event will be held at the Flagship Maritime       

Academy which is located next door to the marina office. This is a great time to meet and schmooze with your 

neighbors, nosh on delicious food and catch up on some scuttlebutt and fun. This party is potluck style, so bring a 

dish to share! We will hold a raffle with many special prizes, such as $100.00 off your next month’s moorage. Any 

takers?  

We will also be awarding gifts to the 3 best decorated boats. Sign up for the boat decorating contest in the marina 

office! As per usual, all of the contestant’s lighted boats will be displayed on a big screen at the party. Cocktails start 

at 6PM on the 8th; you don’t want to miss it, this is our biggest event of the year! More info to come, stay tuned... 

 

Hello, my name is Kaylee. I was 

born in Canyon City, Co. I love 

chasing seagulls and long walks on 

the beach (or the Esplanade). I 

love dog treats from the marina 

store - and love living on a yacht.  

And I would like to be the first 

female dog President... Vote for 

me! 

Thank you Keith & Kathy for your                      

submission! 

Pets on the Poopdeck 
 



                              

 

 

 

Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com    It’s FREE! 
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Tracy Wright, L.M.P.  

Affordable Massage has moved! Same great 

prices and service, new office. Now located 

at 502 North “L” Street, Tacoma, WA 98403 

253-203-6784 

“It’s not just a luxury, it’s health care.” 


