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What an amazing fall we have had. I do love these crisp sunny days. 

That said, the holiday season is right around the corner. With 

Thanksgiving coming up, I want to take a moment and express how 

thankful I am for all of the Foss Harbor Family! I truly enjoy getting to 

see all of our great tenants and appreciate the time many of you 

spend just chatting with us in the office. I always look forward to 

coming to work because of all of you! 

An incident happened to me recently that has caused me to pause 

and consider all of the great people and things in my life. I don’t think 

we stop often enough to appreciate those, at least I know I don’t. Maybe this is a good time to reach out to someone 

who is important to you, maybe someone you have lost touch with. Maybe it’s just reminding your friends and family how 

much you care about them, and remember, “friends are the family you choose”.   

This holiday season, keep yourself safe. Remember when out shopping or running errands, criminals are now watching as 

you pull into a parking lot, watching you walk into the store and then attacking your vehicle. Don’t be a victim: 

• Do not leave anything visible in your car, including phone cords and paperwork 

• Place valuable items in the trunk or out of sight, but remember, most cars can now access the trunk with a lever in-

side the vehicle and so those spaces aren’t as secure as they could be 

• Don’t place items out of sight when someone can watch you placing them there. For example, in the mall parking lot 

before you go into a store. Bad guys will now sit in their cars and watch you do this and wait for you to walk away 

• Be aware of your surroundings. Look at other vehicles and people around. If something doesn’t feel right, it probably 

isn’t… or at least, it isn’t worth chancing it… move your car to a different location, or choose a new path to walk to the 

door, etc. Your safety is more important than the really good parking spot. 

• Park in areas that are busy, well lighted, and if possible, in view of security cameras. 

Keep yourself safe. Don’t approach suspicious vehicles or people, call for help (911) if appropriate. And if the crime is 

in progress and you come upon it, please use your best judgement. Your safety is more important than any items 

that could be taken. 

The holiday season should be about friends and family, joy and memories. Do your best to protect yourself and protect 

what the season should be about. 

I hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving and I will see you around the marina!                           —Tarin 

November 2019 



 

        Tidal Tidbits 
                                        Events, happenings, and info you don’t want to miss!  Here are November’s Tidal Tidbits:   

3 

 

 

 

Join Foss Harbor in helping local                  

Tacoma families in need during this 

holiday season. Holidays can be tough 

when there just isn't enough. We want 

to fill our donation box several times 

over! From now until  Christmas, we 

will be collecting and donating non-perishable food items to Saint Leo Food Connection.  

Simply bring your donation to the marina office, and we will do the rest. Here's an extra  

added incentive: donate a full grocery bag and get five dollars off your next months               

moorage charges (up to $30.00 total). Thanks, everyone! 

 

The Foss Harbor Market and the fuel 

dock will be closing at NOON on the 

27th, then CLOSED on November 

28th and 29th for the Thanksgiving 

holiday.  Warm holiday wishes to all!              

Reminder:  As we start transitioning into colder weather (especially if 

you are a live-aboard), please try to keep your water tanks topped off in 

case we have freezing temps and need to shut the water off to the docks. 

Shutting off the water and clearing the lines keeps the pipes from breaking. 

We monitor the weather and notify everyone in advance as much as              

possible; being prepared will put you ahead of the game if we do have to 

shut down everything due to unforeseen circumstances. Thank you! 

Win a Thanksgiving turkey! Keep your eyes peeled the next time 

you are perusing your Facebook page because Foss Harbor is           

giving away your dinner. For the next 2 Fridays, starting Novem-

ber 15th, we will be giving away one turkey per week to a random 

live-aboard resident. If you haven’t liked Foss Harbor’s page yet, 

you’re missing out on important updates and super fun stuff. 



           Etiquette On The Water  By Tom Neale 

On shore you don't dare honk at another car these days, no matter what 
the "idiot" driver just did. You're afraid of road rage. It can get you anything 
from a middle finger salute to a deadly game of bumper cars. So you look 
straight ahead and grimace, hoping it'll be taken as a smile. On the water 
"honking" has had a very different meaning. We have "sound signals." You 
know what I mean: two whistles if I want to overtake you on your port, and 
that sort of thing. It used to be that folks on the water had a fair understand-
ing of that. But now, more and more of the masses who are bobbing around 
out here don't have a clue about what two whistles mean, much less one. 
Many seem to take offense when you give a sound signal (which to them is 
just "that damn guy honking at me"). A five whistle signal is likely to start a 
war. 

But as modern day mariners enjoy their "access to the water," they've 
bought with them some of the quieter shore side traditions of etiquette. The 
primary mode of responding to a perceived breach of kindness on the water, at least the inland waterways where we're close 
enough to see the message, seems to be flipping the bird ... and I don't mean the parakeet. I suppose this means there's still 
hope. At least it's not a very noisy insult. I think digit flipping is second nature out here where the world is wet and more relaxed. 
It's like flipping on a GPS to see where you aren't or flipping on the depth finder to see why you're not moving or flipping on a trim 
tab toggle to make that bottle of beer slide to your side of the boat so you can reach it without getting up. I can't imagine doing a 
trip up or down the ICW without seeing a few birds of the middle digit type. Never mind that they aren't feathered. Over the years 
I've gotten used to it. And to sweeten the pot, I'm sure that the EPA is delighted to know that the number of birds out here has 
been dramatically increasing with the passage of time and influx of boaters. But times are a-changing. 

Most of the time in the near past, the birds have been associated with another more unique maritime phenomenon. It's called a 
huge wake. This is not the kind of wake where you have an unseemly party over the departure of a dearly deceased, or a nearly 
extinct creature (like me). This is a manmade phenomenon which has evolved as part of the process of natural evolution. These 
huge wakes come from boats, all travelling at just the wrong speed. And paradoxically, as pleasure boats have gotten bigger and 
faster, many of those operating them have gotten more and more like the dodo bird in terms of intelligent operation. Whether you 
have a big or little boat, there's a speed that's going to throw the boat's worst possible wake, and that's typically perceived as the 
ideal passing speed. But it's gotten so bad it's made flipping the bird often out of the question because you're usually holding on 
for dear life with everything you've got if you're the victim of a huge wake. Your flipping finger is tightly curled around the stan-
chion or the wheel. This is unfortunate because the bird was a kinder more genteel insult, usually seen only by the intended re-
cipient. 

But don't be discouraged, because as progress has prevailed we boaters have developed a better weapon of choice to voice 
discontent: the VHF. The internationally recognized bad wake signal of the VHF is the phrase "you a**hole" resonating on 16, 09 
or whatever other channel the skipper or his guests forgot to switch off from. I suppose this is the weapon of choice because it 
"gets even" with not only the waker perp but everyone else, women and children included, within VHF range. But the march of 
etiquette evolution has dampened the effectiveness of even this time honored manner of insult. For it to be effective, your target 
has to be listening to his radio. 

But everyone on the water now seems to be so occupied with cell phone calls and texting and "apping" that they're often not lis-
tening to the VHF and can't hear the insult they've just received. And wake victims certainly don't know how to call the perp on 
his cell phone unless it's maybe a fellow member of the yacht club. A wasted insult is a sad thing. We're losing a bit of our bond 
of humanity when we can't insult effectively. We need an app for this. You touch the app button and your phone insults all other 
cell phones within range, much like the old days of mass VHF insults. 

On the brighter side, as boating has developed, there have also developed many new opportunities for etiquette in boating. Any 
time one gets a chance to be polite, one ought to avail himself of the opportunity. Take, for example, docking etiquette. There are 
several rules. The first is that you never watch the other guy from your safely docked boat, unless you really hate him. Another is 
that, while not watching, you stand on the dock ready to take his lines or help fend him. This is particularly helpful because it 
gives the docking skipper the opportunity to scream at you instead of his wife when he creams the boat in the next slip. Of 
course, if that's your boat, it gives you extra opportunity to show your charm. 

In modern times, the crowning challenge and thus achievement — if you get it right — is pump-out etiquette. The problem is that 

there's some issue as to getting it right. For example, how do you hand the hose to the guy in line behind you? Surely you don't 

hand over the business end first, perhaps as you're explaining, I forgot which way to turn it off — you might want to check... Or 

do you try to turn slightly, sidle up to him, and hand him the handle first as he's desperately trying to avoid getting too close to 

you because he was watching you do your business and saw the mess you made all over your boat, the dock, yourself and eve-

ryone around you? Obviously, the ultimately polite thing to do would be to say: Would you like to share my gloves? But I've never 

gotten a yes to that. Actually, come to think of it, I've seldom seen anybody waiting in line behind me to do the pump-

out. What a wasted opportunity! 
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SAVE THE DATE                                                                                    

You are cordially invited to join us for our biggest event of the year on Saturday, December 14th, at 6PM for our 

annual Foss Harbor Christmas Party and boat decorating contest! Event will be held at the Flagship Maritime       

Academy which is located next door to the marina office. This is a great time to meet and schmooze with your 

neighbors, nosh on delicious food and catch up on some scuttlebutt and fun. This party is potluck style, so bring a 

dish to share! We will hold a raffle with many special prizes, such as $100.00 off your next month’s moorage. Any 

takers?  

We will also be awarding gifts to the 3 best decorated boats. Sign up for the boat decorating contest in the marina 

office! As per usual, all of the contestant’s lighted boats will be displayed on a big screen at the party. Cocktails start 

at 6PM on the 8th; you don’t want to miss it, this is our biggest event of the year! More info to come, stay tuned... 

 

Meow! This is Leia, born in Phoenix, 

AZ. She spent the first 4 years of her 

life as an inside cat. She moved aboard 

M/V Enigma in February this year and 

kept guard until we obtained live aboard 

status in October. Since then she has 

become an inside/outside cat. She has 

become SO much more social since 

moving aboard and always asks passersby 

for a pet. She loves sitting on the bow 

watching for other cats or where the 

next treat may be coming from.  

 

Thank you Andrew & Jordan for your                      

submission! We love seeing Leia on our 
dock walks!                                                        
Send your pet pic to Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

Pets on the Poopdeck 
 



                              

                                              LEARN TO SAIL! 

1976 San Juan 26 for sale. Average to good condition, a nice starter                       

sailboat for single-handed or a couple. 3+ years at Foss Harbor. $1,000 

Charles.  253 459 3319 

 

 

 

Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com    It’s FREE! 
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Tracy Wright, L.M.P.  

Affordable Massage has moved! Same great 

prices and service, new office. Now located 

at 502 North “L” Street, Tacoma, WA 98403 

253-203-6784 

“It’s not just a luxury, it’s health care.” 

31’ 1977 Bombay Clipper pilothouse sailboat. Recent 10kw 48 volt Electroprop 

Islander electric engine conversion. Helm inside and in cockpit. Roller furling 

main and head sail, self tending storm jib. Large v-birth, roomy head, wide open 

pilothouse views. Unique solid built sailboat with much potential. Perfect NW 

cruiser.   $9999 /obo       Dale  253-951-3775 

 


