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 PARDON OUR MESS 
 

As some of you may or may not know, we developed a sink hole back in early   
August between lockers 73-81, caused by a failed storm drain line in several places.  

It was determined pretty early on this would be up to the city to repair, and with 

that comes progress at snails’ pace, due to a backlog of red tape and subsequent 

delays. You would think we would be used to this by now at FHM! Active        

Construction Inc. (ACI) was awarded the contract and has just started the repair 

as of 9/24. This will be about a two week project with the whole area between the 

row of lockers dug up from the street to the edge of esplanade. They have to dig 

down very deep - 15' to be exact - so please observe and respect any barriers or 

caution tape in place, as this could be a potentially dangerous area. They have a lane 

blocked off out on the street for equipment and access, which is a small inconven-

ience but absolutely necessary. They will not repair the old line as it is broken in 

too many places, but will rather back fill and install an all-new storm drain system. 

Hopefully we will no longer have "Lake Dock Street" in the middle of the 

road during heavy rains, which will in and of itself be a vast improvement. 

 

We are also doing some additional work along B & C docks installing the cable for 

TV and running this to every power pedestal. Somehow this failed to get done  

during construction of docks due to a manufacturer error. Please be careful as 

boards may be loose and could become a trip and fall hazard. 

 

You will see us very busy around here this fall & winter with many more projects 

lined up to keep our marina in tip top shape. If you ever have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to call the office so we can be of help. Thank you in advance for 

your understanding and cooperation.    

 

Lori Natucci,  

General Manager 

 

  

   
 

 

 



 

    First Mate’s Watch   
 

As this article nears completion, the calendar has flipped to October and the vast majority of 2015 grows ever smaller in our rear view  

mirror with each passing day. 2015 has flown by at warp speed, bringing with it many opportunities, challenges and dozens of new members 

to the Foss Harbor Marina community. For the first time in our long history, Foss Harbor reached its maximum capacity of live-aboard resi-

dents, which feels incredibly rewarding when considering some of the challenges we've faced over the last couple of years - not the least of 

which being a seemingly never-ending schedule of construction! In fact, not only have we filled every live-aboard slot, we have a lengthy  

waiting list of folks standing at the ready, in hopes of enjoying the increasingly popular Foss Harbor lifestyle. As it was so accurately depicted 

in our recent promotional community video (easily viewable on the marina Facebook page and homepage of fossharbormarina.com), life 

at the marina is convenient, relaxing, rewarding and brings boaters of all ages and walks of life together. However, as great as it can be,  

having so many folks calling Foss Harbor "home" also presents new challenges, such as more limited parking, increased use of shower & 

laundry facilities and a greater number of pets on the docks. 

If you've lived here for any period  of time, chances are high that you now have more live-aboard neighbors than you've ever had before. 

Chances are even higher that they're great folks who share your love of boating and need for adventure out on the water. As with any  

community, however - even those dreaded landlubber neighborhoods - being a good neighbor sometimes requires some common courtesy 

and the occasional compromise to keep everyone happy. Here are a few tips to help keep your life easy, stress-free and ensure that you're 

the best dock neighbor around! 

1. Finger Piers & Shared Spaces - As tempting as it can be to treat dock finger piers as your personal porch and/or storage area, they 

are a common area between slips. Crab pots and boat gear shouldn't be stored here.  

2. Pets, Pets, Pets - We all love our pets. In fact, if you bring your furry pal into the marina office, they'll get all the treats their hearts 

desire! However, when they're outside on the docks or other common areas, they always need to be on their leash. We also provide doggy 

waste stations throughout the marina, so please clean up after them at all times. 

3. Showers, Laundry & Restrooms (oh my!) - As mentioned above, the higher number of live-aboard tenants means that more folks 

are using the restroom, shower and laundry facilities. Showers and bathrooms will experience higher traffic in the mornings as people get 

ready for work, while the laundry room will be quite busy on weekends and when people get home from work Monday-Friday. Consider 

showering aboard during the weekday morning rush hour. The washers & dryers tend to be available more frequently in the morning and 

early afternoons on weekdays; try doing laundry during these time periods, if possible. 

Thanks to each and every one of our residents; we feel fortunate to have such a great group of people as part of the Foss Harbor family. If 

you think of any ways that we can improve your marina experience, you can always reach me via email at Ian@fossharbor.com. See you 

next month! 

Ian Wilkinson, Marina Manager 
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 States Coast Guard Auxiliary -  Flotilla 130-03-03 Tacoma 
The chilly weather and winds are coming our way once again, which means it’s time for the electric bill to go 

up. As we increase the amperage draw on our shore power cord, it is time to check to see if it is still seaworthy 

or current (pun intended) worthy. A lot of boat fires are caused by the hull inlet and the plug at the end of the cord. The proper 

way to attach the plug is to make sure you insert the plug and give it a small turn. This locks the plug in place. There is also a 

screw ring around the rubber boot that covers the plug. This is a strain relief for the plug - 

since most times it just hangs there—but it also weather-proofs it. It is very tempting to 

not use the ring since it is a bit of a chore to start but it is important. It helps to keep your 

plug from looking like the one in the picture below. So, time to go out and unplug the hull 

inlet and inspect it to make sure it doesn’t look like this. If it does it is time for a new con-

nector. This creates a resistance and resistance creates heat and, oh yeah, heat creates 

fires! This is actually the connector that was on my boat when I first bought it. Luckily 

the boat didn’t catch fire before I took possession. So CHECK THOSE  PLUGS at both 

ends. If it is possible, have a look at the backside of the hull inlet also and check for 

blackening. Have a good and safe winter.  
-Jim McGinley 



With the closing of one season comes the opening of another.  

Boat gear and summer clothing are being stowed away once again 

and what better way to make room for one thing then to take 

something else out. Now what might that be???? Hmmmm, let me 

think. I’ve got it! Starting each Friday from now until say, 

sometime in January, let’s all break out those jerseys of our 

favorite gridiron loyalties - whether professional or collegiate.   

We know there are always plenty of those local fans who seem 

to only have two color choices in their wardrobe this time of 

year, but there are also plenty of supporters in the FHM family 

with ties to other “contenders”. Maybe it’s your alma mater or 

the home team from where you grew up or maybe you just like being for the “other guy”.  Whatever your 

motivation, let’s have some lighthearted fun in the neighborhood and see those fighting colors on your 

shoulders every weekend!                                                    

    Scottie’s Scuttlebutt “FALL COLORS” 
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Crabbing Season is Not Over!  

Recreational Crab Fishing Marine Area 11 Tacoma-Vashon Island OPEN 

Rules: CRAB:  Dungeness and Red Rock Crab, all fishing methods.  

Seasons:  Open for a winter season from 8:00 a.m. on October 1, 2015 through 5:00 p.m. December 31, 2015. During this time it will be open 
seven days a week. 

 

                                                                  

 

Dockside pump-out service is back to 

Tuesdays and Thursdays! Call               

253-267-8791 or e-mail 

pumpout@fossharbor.com 24 hours 

in advance to have your holding tank 

pumped. Foss Harbor is thrilled to     

offer this service as a FREE amenity.  

Species Min. size Limit Season Additional Rules 

Dungeness Crab 6.25" 5 Males see above Must retain back shell 
while in the field. 
Must release 
all softshell, females 
and undersized crab. 
Catch record card 

required. 

Red Rock Crab 5" Six crab 
Either sex 

see above Must retain back shell 
while in the field. 
Must release all soft-
shell crab. 

For more information go 

online to: 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/

fishing/shellfish/crab/18/ 

(Please keep your finger pier free of crab pots,  

line and the like as it is a tripping hazard) 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/identification.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/softshell.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/crc.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/crc.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/identification.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/softshell.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/softshell.html


This is “Bear”, faithful companion 
and first mate aboard S/V Grey 
Goose. Bear loves traveling and 
sailing but hates to wear his PFD!   

 Thank you Jim Raymer for your 
submission! 

Do you have a pet on your poop 
deck? Send your submissions to 
melynda@fossharbor.com! 

  

 Pets On The Poop Deck 
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    Where did all the starfish go? 
 After months of research, scientists have identified the pathogen at 
the heart of the wasting disease that’s been killing starfish by the millions 
along the Pacific shores of North America.                                                      
 They said it’s a virus that’s different from all other known viruses 
infecting marine organisms and they’ve dubbed it “Sea Star Associated              
Densovirus.” To find the culprit virus, an international team of researchers 
from more than a dozen universities, aquariums, government agencies and 
other organizations worked together with the help of the National Science 
Foundation’s coordination network for marine infectious disease.                                                       
 Figuring out what brings on marine diseases is rare, especially among invertebrates. And identifying what virus is 
to blame is particularly difficult because a drop of seawater contains about 10 million viruses. Tissue samples of sick and 
healthy starfish were analyzed for all the possible pathogens associated with diseased starfish. The team then conducted 
DNA sequencing of the viruses and compared them to all of the other known viruses. Once they had identified a leading 
candidate, they tested it by injecting the densovirus into healthy starfish in an aquarium. Then they watched to see if the 
disease took hold. And sure enough it did. When inoculated, they died within about a week to 14 days, whereas controls 
that had received viruses that had been destroyed by heat, did not become sick.                                                                                     
 When researchers tried to figure out where the virus may have come from, they learned that West Coast starfish 
have been living with the virus for decades. They detected the densovirus in preserved starfish specimens from as far back 
as the 1940s. Scientists don’t yet know what sparked the seemingly benign virus to transform into the perpetrator of 
what’s considered the largest marine disease outbreak ever recorded. What they do know, is that for about a decade before 
the first signs of sea star wasting syndrome were reported in the Pacific Northwest, starfish populations here were consid-
ered to be overabundant. Because viruses often spread by physical contact, when host populations mushroom, there’s 
greater opportunity for viruses to circulate. There’s also a greater chance that a virus can mutate and become more lethal. 
Densoviruses don’t usually cause their hosts to die. What seems to be happening, is that the sea star associated densovirus 
weakens a starfish’s immune system. It may be possible to use antibiotics to help starfish fight off those bacterial              
infections. Scientists will also be watching to see what happens to the next generation of baby starfish that have sprung up 
in some areas along the Pacific Coast.                                                                                                                                                                           
 Scientists say it may be possible to use antibiotics to help starfish fight off those bacterial infections. It’s not a great 
strategy for the entire ocean or even small bays and inlets, but It does give scientists some ability to keep them in captivity 
and potentially grow up resistant stocks in aquariums. Scientists will also be watching to see what happens to the next  
generation of baby starfish that have sprung up in some areas along the Pacific Coast.  Do the stars have potential for to 
develop resistance to this outbreak? The only way forward and to have sea stars in the future is for them to develop             
resistance and having new stars to propagate.                                                                                                                                                           
 The research team also plans to continue investigating environmental factors such as warming water and 
ocean acidification that may have caused starfish to be more susceptible to the viral infection. 

PBS.ORG 

http://www.eeb.ucsc.edu/pacificrockyintertidal/data-products/sea-star-wasting/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/scientists-zero-whats-causing-starfish-die-offs/


Foss Harbor Marina residents, we are 
tremendously excited to have partnered 
with Dockwa and Boat US to become the 
first marina on the West Coast offering 
quick, easy transient moorage 
reservations through the Dockwa mobile 
app and website. The easy to use mobile 
app - shown in the photo on the right - 
lays out hundreds of marinas nationwide 
in easily navigable regions. It also 
securely saves your boat information, 
contact details and payment information 
so that you can make slip reservations in 
a matter of seconds!  
 
We highly encourage all of our boaters to 
visit the site and download the FREE app 
for I-phone and Android smartphones. 
This is an ingenious app dedicated solely 
to boaters, especially those of you who 
like to visit different ports and marinas 
throughout the year. Let us know what you think!   
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 Foss Photo of the Month 

From Kevin Hamblin 

Send your photos to Melynda@fossharbor.com! 

Batten down the 

hatches, fellow boat 

owners!  It’s time to   

remove any old, ripped 

and loose tarps.  Check 

your vessel often to make sure 

lines are tight and ready to handle 

any wind or storms that pass by.   

DO NOT chain and padlock your 

dinghy to anything but your own 

boat. With the amount of traffic 

coming and going, a new arrival 

won’t have a place to tie up if your 

dinghy is randomly locked down 

and we will be forced to cut your 

lock! Please give the office a call if 

you have any questions about    

dinghy storage. Check your power 

cords to  ensure they are not 

burned of frayed.  Water + elec-

tricity = BAD.  For all unattended 

sinking  dinghies that have to be 

pumped out, a charge of 

$50.00 will be assessed 

to your account. 

https://www.facebook.com/Dockwa

