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 Fall has arrived at Foss Harbor. There is now a chill in the 

morning air, and with it, wet weather too. On a  recent 

dock walk, I noticed many of the hatches and windows 

that had been propped open all summer on boats     

throughout the marina, have now been secured shut. 

There is a sense of quiet here too. It’s as if the marina be-

comes anew with the change of the season. People’s de-

meanor change as well, it’s as if those who hang around 

through the colder months at the marina have a sort of 

camaraderie that seasonal boaters miss out on. 

I have always enjoyed visiting places in the offseason that I 

have spent plenty of time at during the peak-season. Roche Harbor is a perfect example. What is normally a 

highly congested harbor and marina during the summer is all but shuttered in the fall and winter months. Very 

little, if any, boat movements occur. The hustle and bustle of the customs dock is absent and the boaters com-

ing and going have faded from the marina’s docks. In the place of all that summer time activity, a tranquil calm 

has settled. You can walk the docks or explore the rest of the marina and it’s as though you are there all alone. 

If you have never considered it, I would encourage you to explore a “cold weather cruise”. Puget Sound and the 

San Juans have so much to offer year round, and, in the off season, getting reservations is much easier. Yeah, 

there won’t be the warm temperatures, but that’s what heaters and foul weather gear is for. Not to mention 

the hot cocoa!  Additionally, you may find you will need to use skills that the summer doesn’t always require, 

such as more precise navigation, securing your vessel for rougher water and getting underway or landing in 

more extreme conditions, but, isn’t that part of the fun of boating? 

If you have always shied away from fall and winter cruising, I want to encourage you to reconsider. When prop-

erly prepared, cold weather cruising can be some of the most rewarding cruising you will do. Until then though, 

we are glad that you have chosen Foss Harbor for your “safe harbor” to come home to.  

 

See ya around the marina! 

Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 

 



                                                                                                      
 

Gameday wine discount!  
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Did you know that there is VHF Marine Radio Etiquette? Yes, it’s true; there is a right way and a wrong way to talk on the Ma-

rine VHF Radio. Occasionally, you will even earn a rebuke from the Coast Guard if you stray too far from the proper radio 

etiquette, such as the Creole captain that I met who received a $500 fine for speaking “in a language other than English on the 

VHF radio in the U.S.”. 

Additionally, I am a firm believer that everyone should hear what their boat name sounds like on the radio BEFORE you actu-

ally name your boat. Take for example the folks who named their presumably fine vessel “Nice Aft”. What they failed to fore-

see is the static that is often present with radio communication muffled their transmission, making it sound as though their boat 

name was “Nice …”, well, you get my point. Let me tell you, I have never heard the Coast Guard go off on someone on the 

radio in quite the way they did that day. Take-away: have a friend hail your boat on the VHF using the name you want to use so 

that you can hear exactly what you will sound like, before committing to a name. 

How about the channels? Do you know the different channels available to recreational boaters and what the different channels 

are used for? Have you practiced making an emergency call? During an emergency, there is information that you are always 

going to want to transmit: Name of vessel, length, color, number of people on board, nature of distress, injuries, etc. It is good 

to practice those things so that in the moment, you already have prepared that info and don’t have to think about it or search 

for it. 

It’s also good to know what constitutes an emergency, like the sailor in the summer of 2000 I listened to on the radio. He 

called mayday… ready for it?... because his sail was stuck up. The Coast Guard, as I recall, didn’t even answer his call, however, 

the woman a half hour later who was dead in the water, caught in a rip current and taking water over her transom did get a 

response, but that’s a story for another news letter. 

The point is, VHF radios are one of the most useful pieces of marine technology available to the average boater, but knowing 

how to use it is just as important as owning it. 

For more info on Radio etiquette, see the following articles: 

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=mtBoater 

 http://www.boatus.com/boattech/casey/vhf-basics.asp 

https://www.boatus.com/magazine/2015/december/vhf-radio-protocol.asp 

Every Sunday the Hawks play we are going to take 10% off of 

any bottle or can of wine!  

 Don’t miss our featured wine sale! Every month we will         

present to you a different selection to             

satisfy your palette. Have a favorite wine? 

We’ll order it! 

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=mtBoater
http://www.boatus.com/boattech/casey/vhf-basics.asp
https://www.boatus.com/magazine/2015/december/vhf-radio-protocol.asp


As chilly weather sets in, why 
not take advantage of our 
tenant lounge DVD & book 
library? We have many popular 
titles and a great selection of 
books for 
those 
evenings when 
you are 
hunkered 
down on your 
nice warm 

boat.  
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 FHM book & movie library  

Batten down the hatches, fellow boat owners!                

It’s time to  remove any old, ripped and loose tarps.  Check your vessel often 

to make sure lines are tight and ready to handle any wind or storms that 

pass by.  Please do not chain and padlock your dinghy to anything but your 

own boat.  Give the office a call if you have any questions about dinghy stor-

age; we have plenty to offer at a nominal charge. Check your power cords to 

ensure they are not burned or frayed and are maintaining a watertight seal.  

Crab pots, kayaks and fishing gear should be stowed on your vessel or in your 

dock box.  Please make sure your finger pier is free of debris, boat cleaning 

supplies and gear. For all unattended sinking dinghies that have to be 

pumped out, a charge of $25.00 will be assessed to the tenant’s account. 

 

Take one, leave 
one, trade one! 



10 Tips To Keep Your Boat Safe This Winter 

You know how boats are. Little problems compound quickly into big ones. If we 

had to give only one piece of advice this winter, it's this: Visit your boat. 
Snow, ice, wind, rain, and damp air can take their toll on both of you. If guilt is 
a good motivator, think of it this way: You can sit by a warm fire drinking hot 
cocoa while winter rages, but your boat has to be outside, enduring winter's 
worst, so make some time to visit. Here are 8 tips from the BoatUS Marine In-
surance claim files that can help prevent damage to your boat over winter. 

1. If your boat's in the water, take a walk around it at the dock. Are there 
any changes in the waterline? If so, check the bilge for water, a good practice 
at any time. If you find any, locate the source. It might be a leaking thru-hull or 
stuffing box, or be coming from the deck through a hatch or portlight. 

2. Verify that all seacocks are closed, except for the cockpit. Also check 
that leaves don't clog the cockpit scuppers, which could fill the cockpit and 
force drains underwater, back-flooding the boat. 

3. Check your docklines for security and chafe. Winter storms can put a 
lot of strain on docklines so make sure you use a good chafe guard, and make 
sure the boat is tied so it can't get caught under the dock during tide changes. 

4. Check the operation of the bilge pump. It should work even if the battery switch is off. Manually turn on the switch to 

verify the pump comes on. 

5. Inspect the shore power cord for damage and make sure the battery charger is operating. Verify the battery 

electrolyte hasn't evaporated and add some if needed. If you spot corrosion on battery terminals, clean it off now. 

6. Look for fuel, oil, or coolant leaks. You don't want your bilge pump to spew oil into the water. In addition to polluting 

the environment, you could be in for a big fine. 

7. Make sure the boat is well-ventilated. Air circulation prevents mold and mildew from forming down below and keeps 

the boat smelling fresh. Treat any mold that you find now, before it gets worse. 

8. Make sure that water isn't pooling on deck or in the cockpit. Nothing good ever comes from standing water 

inside or outside a boat; water can damage the gelcoat and cause stains.  
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Save the date!!  

Saturday, November 10th we will hold a NW Cruising Destination 

Seminar followed by a wine and cider tasting. Seminar starts at 3pm 

followed by the tasting at 5pm.  Stay tuned for more details. 



 

~~Powermatic Model 66 table saw - 3hp - $850 

- table saw - extra blades, dado set, Kreg miter 

gauge, lots of magswitch accessories 

~~8x8 outfeed / working table - $100 - must take 

apart                        

~~Marine plywood 6- 8x4 - 1/4 - scraps - $200 

Email: danajgillette@gmail.com 

 

 

Bob & Carol Dick (P20) have a 2011 Honda 15HP 4stroke 

outboard w/ battery & gas can for Sale or trade for a newer 

10 HP 2 Stroke outboard. We want a lighter outboard for 

our dinghy. Call 253-318-9939  

 

Tracy Wright, L.M.P.  

Affordable Massage has moved! Same great prices 

and service, new office. Now located at 502 North 

“L” Street, Tacoma, WA 98403 

253-203-6784 

              “It’s not just a luxury, it’s health care.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

mailto:danajgillette@gmail.com

