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Happy fall! It is amazing, the day after Labor Day it was like 

someone flipped a switch on the seasons. I have always loved 

fall in the Northwest; crisp mornings that often lead to blue 

sky days, just don’t forget the coat.  

Fall is a great season to go cruising. Still early enough to miss 

the worst of the upcoming storms and many marinas have 

readily available guest moorage. If you are new to boating, it 

is a great time of year to try your hand at some more 

“reasonable” foul weather cruising with some of the early 

blows that come through. 

For many of us, though, fall means it’s time to put the boat 

away for the year. Often, if you are keeping your boat with us through the winter, that means setting up heaters or               

dehumidifiers. Please ensure you use devices that have safety shutoff switches so that if they tip over, they won’t catch 

fire. I would also encourage you to do a little more prep this year as well. Meteorologists are saying we are coming into a 

“neutral weather cycle”, that is, El Nino and La Nina are not in effect. What that means for us is there is not much             

predictability in the weather cycles through winter. Many of us were around for Snowmageddon in 2011, the inches and 

inches of snow and then the dreaded ice storm that shut down the Tacoma Narrows Bridge. That technically was a La 

Nina year, although it was a weak one and closer to a neutral cycle. What I’m getting at is now is the time to prepare.  

There is a reasonable chance we could see snow in the low lands this year. One meteorologist stated that the storm last 

month that brought excessive rain and thunder to our region, had it been a couple months later, would have dumped 

snow and not rain. So already we are seeing the potential for a, uh, fun winter *wink wink*.  

Take some time to ensure your boat is properly secured, including any tarping or canvas. In doing so, watch for low spots 

in the canvas where water or snow could collect, that weight can cause a collapse of the canvas and be costly to repair.  

Make a plan. If weather hits, do you have food, water, flashlights, blankets, etc. stocked up at home? On the boat? Where 

will you meet your family if roads become too much to travel on? Do you have a plan to check on your boat and make 

sure all is well with your investment?  

These are just a few things to think about as we head into fall and Wwnter. As always, feel free to stop in at the marina 

office. We are happy to offer advice or suggestions to any questions you may have. 

Stay safe and see you around the marina!                                                             —Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 

                              

 



                                                                                                      
 

Gameday wine discount!  
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IMPORTANT CHANGES TO YOUR PUMP OUT SERVICE                                         

Dockside pump-out service will now be performed on Monday 

and Thursday each week. If your regular service days were 

Tuesday, you will now be pumped out on Monday. If you have 

Thursday service, nothing will change for you. Call 253-267-

8791 or e-mail pumpout@fossharbor.com 24 hours in advance 

to have your holding tank pumped. Foss Harbor is thrilled to 

offer this service as a FREE amenity.  

 

Every gameday,  college or pro, we are going to take 

10% off of any beer or wine!  

Try our wine of the month, Merf Chardonnay, just 

$8.99 per bottle. If you like Chardonnay, you'll love 

Merf! Ask us about quantity discounts. Buy 5 or more 

and get them for only 6.99 each!  

Have a favorite beer or wine? We’ll 

order it for you! 

LOCKER SECURITY UPGRADES/
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH MEETING 
 

 Due to the increase of criminal activity along the entire waterfront, Foss 

Harbor is taking action. We will be installing heavy-duty locker hasps & locks 

on all 96 storage units on-site. The new lock will require a deposit of $25.00 

and will include one key; additional keys will each be the standard $20.00 

key deposit. If you have your own hasp installed, you may keep it on as an 

added security measure; however, please make sure the office has a copy of 

your key or combo in case we need to access the unit in an emergency.  
 

All of the marinas and businesses on the Foss Waterway have been experienc-
ing a much higher than normal amount of car prowls, storage locker break-ins, 

as well as people accessing the marinas by dinghy and/or waiting for access through the gate. As a reminder, 
please don’t leave items of any kind in your car, don’t be afraid to deny gate access to strangers and please check 
on your boat regularly. Finally, if you see something suspicious, DO something about it. Don’t engage, call the      
police and the marina office. The more incidents are reported, the more attention and police patrols we will receive.  
We are working with law enforcement to improve the situation, but we need your help. Live-aboards are invited 
to join us at a neighborhood watch meeting on Monday, October 14th from 6pm—8pm. Meeting will 
be held next door to the marina office in the Flagship classroom. We hope to see you there! 
 

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager 



This is Roscoe. Roscoe's breed has a big name (Danish-

Swedish Farm dog), but he lives up to it and then some! 

Abandoned in our neighborhood, he saw Paul out for a 

run, and enthusiastically joined him. He then proceeded 

to let Paul know he would like to join our family 

also.....immediately! 

Malnourished and apparently 
mistreated, he was skittish and fearful 

of people (except Paul, who he loved 

from the first minute!). 

It didn't take long for Roscoe to forget 

his past. He is now such a happy little guy; always willing to share love and attention 

(and treats!) with all of the sweet people at the marina. We look forward to many 

adventures (sailing and otherwise!) with him, and are proud of him for being able to 

bring a smile to the face of almost everyone I see that notices him :)  

 

Thank you Colleen & Paul for your submission! Everyone at the marina office 

absolutely adores Roscoe!   

 

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send your submissions to Melynda@fossharbor.com 
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PETS ON THE POOP DECK 

It’s that time of the year again... It’s time to     

remove any old, ripped and loose tarps.  These will quickly                     

deteriorate in any upcoming weather. Check your vessel often to 

make sure lines are tight and ready to handle any wind or storms that 

pass by. Give the office a call if you have any questions about dinghy storage; we have plenty 

to offer at a nominal charge. Check your power cords to ensure they are not burned or 

frayed and are maintaining a watertight seal.  Crab pots, kayaks and fishing gear should be 

stowed on your vessel or in your dock box.  Please make sure your finger pier is free of     

debris, boat cleaning supplies and gear. For all unattended sinking dinghies that have to be 

pumped out, a charge of $25.00 will be assessed to the tenant’s account. 

 

 

Save the date! Join us Saturday, November 

30th for a Bellevue Brewery Beer tasting and 

VHF radio etiquette class. Useful information, 

tasty food and free BEER? Um, YES please. 

More info to come, stay tuned….  



Sign up now for our next 2-day Washington Boaters Safety 

course happening the weekend of November 23rd & 24th. The class will go from 9AM 

to 4PM both days, with an hour for lunch. The cost will be $25, plus the $10 fee for the 

safety card application. Call or stop in the marina office to sign up! 
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Get your Boaters Education Card 

Fog can develop quickly, reducing visibility to just a 
few yards and leaving you confused about your boat’s 
position and the obstructions around you.  Limited visi-
bility raises the risk of a collision, so it’s important to 
adapt to the conditions and take preventive                        
action. Here are 5 steps to remember when the  
weather closes in: 

1. Slow Down or Stop. You need to be able to avoid 
what appears in front of you, and you won’t be able to 
do that if you are zooming around. The old saying, “Be 
able to stop in half the distance of visibility” is very 
good advice. Remember, slower is better! 

If you find yourself with virtually no visibility and don’t feel confident of your ability to navigate through the 
thick stuff, there’s only one appropriate strategy: stop. If you’re in a high-traffic area, in shallow water close 
to shore, or in a shipping lane, then you should almost certainly proceed slowly out of harm’s way, plotting 
and following a compass course that will take you directly to safer and, ideally, sheltered water to drop                
anchor. Don’t forget to ring your bell for 5 seconds every minute while at anchor. Post as many lookouts as 
you have on board and listen intently for the sounds of other vessels.  If you hear a vessel approaching, 
sound the optional one short – one prolonged – one short blast to notify them of your presence. 

2. Make Your Presence Known. Turn on your navigation lights and make some noise. Fog signals must 
be sounded, the time interval specified in the Navigation Rules is the minimum: 

Vessel                                                                                          Required Sound Signal 

Power-driven vessel making way                                          One prolonged blast every two minutes 

Power-driven vessel not making way (stopped)                 Two prolonged blasts every two minutes with 

                                                                                                            a one second interval between them 

Sailing Vessel, vessel restricted in ability                             One prolonged blast followed by two shorts 

3. Post a Lookout. A crew member on the bow has the advantage of not looking through clear curtains or a 
windshield. Plus, he or she is closer to any boat, marker or flotsam you might encounter so will see it first. If 
possible, post a lookout at the stern as well, and have them swap locations periodically to keep them sharp. 

4. Listen.  Boats, buoys and lighthouses all make noise, and you’ll hear them before you see them.                
Slamming screen doors, crashing surf or the music of an ice cream truck can help you zone in on land. Of 
course, you can’t hear any of this with the motor roaring, so slow down. If your engines are noisy,                   
periodically shift into idle, or even shut them down for a minute to listen for faint fog signals. The                                  
transmission of sound in foggy conditions is tricky, so if you hear something don’t jump to a quick                             
conclusion about its direction and distance. Listen some more. 

5. Radar. If you’ve got it, know how to use it. Practice working with your radar while moving about in good 

weather so you won’t be fumbling with it when you really need to know what’s around you in the fog. 

 

TIPS ON BOATING SAFELY IN THE FOG Scott Zeien  

https://www.kingmanyachtcenter.com/author/scottzeien/


 

 

 

 

Tracy Wright, L.M.P.  

Affordable Massage has moved! Same great prices and service, new office. 

Now located at 502 North “L” Street, Tacoma, WA 98403 

253-203-6784 

        “It’s not just a luxury, it’s health care.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 
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 I have a 7/2012 Revere Offshore Commander 4  

person life raft that hasn’t been used but needs               

servicing. Asking $500 but the buyer should know 

the servicing is in the $700-1000 area. A new 

raft  will cost near $2000.        Fred (253 226-0212) 


