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FALL BACK TO WINTER HOURS—MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th! 

The Foss Harbor store, fuel dock and kayak rental hours will be reverting to the fall/winter 

schedule on September 7th. The hours of operation will be as follows: 

Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm         

Sunday - 9am - 4pm   

Get your Foss Harbor             

Burgee!                       

Act now, limited supply!                  

Photo by Kevin Fleek                     

Although the 

Puget Sound’s 

Opening Day  

feels like it just 

happened       

yesterday, our 

calendars      

indicate that fall 

will soon be 

upon us. That 

being said, the 

forecast calls 

for a few more 

sunny, 75-

degree days, and the Foss Harbor team will be standing by, waiting to assist!  
 

If you’ve been into the office or out on the docks recently, chances are that you’ve noticed some 

new faces. After a lot of searching, we were incredibly fortunate to find two, smiling faces to join 

the marina team, so be sure to say hello the next time you’re here! Sam, who actually lives aboard 

at the marina, is our newest Dock Attendant, while Chelsea is our new Office Assistant. They’ve 

both been here for about a month and have done a stellar job thus far. We’re excited to have 

them here and we know you will be, too.  
 

Speaking of changes, we’re pleased to announce an upgrade to our diesel pumps. We now have 

high-flow pumps, which means you’ll be able to fuel up with our top quality Valv-Tect brand marine 

diesel much faster. Spend more time on the water and less time on the dock! We’re constantly 

looking for ways to improve your marina experience and give you the most value for your money, 

so we hope you enjoy this latest addition. Let us know what you think! 
 

We’d like to offer a heartfelt thank you to everyone who’s helped make 2016 one of the best boat-

ing season we’ve ever had. Having such a great group of residents makes our job so much easier. 

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  



 

  Quartermaster Harbor  Beaches C losed 

for  Shel l f ish Harvest ing    

Sign up for Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department Advisories 

 

Delivered straight to your e-mail, you will receive advisories regarding toxic 

algae and shellfish, spills, and much more for bodies of water in Tacoma and 

Pierce county. For more information, please contact Ray Hanowell at         

(253) 798-2845 (rhanowell@tpchd.org), or Lindsay Tuttle at (253) 798-3530 

(ltuttle@tpchd.org), or visit the website at www.tpchd.org/toxicalgae to get 

signed up.  
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Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) has been detected at unsafe 

levels in Quartermaster Harbor shellfish on Vashon-Maury 

Island.  As a result, the Washington State Department of 

Health (DOH) has closed Quartermaster Harbor beaches to 

recreational shellfish harvest. 

The closure includes all species of shellfish including clams, 

geoduck, scallops, mussels, oysters, snails and other inverte-

brates; the closure does not include crab or shrimp. Crab-

meat is not known to contain the PSP toxin, but the guts can 

contain unsafe levels. To be safe, clean crab thoroughly and 

discard the guts (“butter”). Working with partners, Public 

Health – Seattle & King County is posting advisory signs at 

beaches warning people to not collect shellfish. 

Commercial beaches are sampled separately and commercial products should be safe to eat. 

Anyone who eats PSP contaminated shellfish is at risk for illness.  PSP poisoning can be life-threatening 

and is caused by eating shellfish containing this potent neurotoxin. A naturally occurring marine organism 

produces the toxin. The toxin is not destroyed by cooking or freezing. 

A person cannot determine if PSP toxin is present by visual inspection of the water or shellfish. For this 

reason, the term "red tide" is misleading and inaccurate. PSP can only be detected by laboratory testing. 

Symptoms of PSP usually begin 30-60 minutes after eating the contaminated shellfish, but may take sev-

eral hours. Symptoms are generally mild, and begin with numbness or tingling of the face, arms, and legs. 

This is followed by headache, dizziness, nausea, and loss of muscle coordination. Sometimes a floating 

sensation occurs. In cases of severe poisoning, muscle paralysis and respiratory failure occur, and in these 

cases death may occur in 2 to 25 hours. 

 

If symptoms are mild, call your health care provider or Washington Poison Center (800-222-1222), and 

Public Health (206-296-4774). If symptoms are severe, call 911 or have someone take you to the emer-

gency room immediately. 

Recreational shellfish harvesting can be closed due to rising levels of PSP at any time. Therefore, harvesters are advised to call the 

DOH Biotoxin Hotline at 1-800-562-5632 or visit the Shellfish safety website before harvesting shellfish anywhere in Puget Sound.  

mailto:rhanowell@tpchd.org
mailto:ltuttle@tpchd.org
http://www.tpchd.org/toxicalgae
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/eh/maps/biotoxin/biotoxin.html


                                                                                                                                               
Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your 

four legged family member to         

melynda@fossharbor.com! 
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PETS ON THE POOP DECK 
Apollo was a stray puppy at about six months old when Nick 
took him in. He has some separation anxiety, but he is very 
well behaved and is learning new commands every day. 

Apollo has a stoic air about him and is super loveable. As you 
see on the left, Apollo’s stoicism comes in handy as he safely 
navigates s/v Hoot through all weather conditions. Calm, cool 
and collected, Apollo will get his family home safe every time!   

Ways To Keep Your Dog Happy and Healthy on the Water                  

With a little planning, you and your four-legged crew can have great fun on the water. Here are six simple tips to 

help your pooch feel safe, comfortable, and happy on your boat.  

1. Dogs, like people, can get seasick. Hide a capsule of powdered ginger in a chunk of cheese to settle a 

queasy stomach. Doggy ginger snaps are an effective treat that help to prevent mal-de-mer while doubling as a 

reward for great behavior. See sidebar for a recipe. 

2. If your dog swims in saltwater, take a moment to give her a freshwater rinse at the end of the day.  Pay 

attention to her paws. Salt irritates the webbing between dogs' toes and may cause cracking or bleeding.  

3. Dogs are safer if they're wearing a life jacket onboard, and easier to rescue.  Avoid the styles with only 

one or two straps, as they can be unstable and pinch or cut skin. Select a style with full coverage under the belly 

to provide greater protection, and increased buoyancy. 

4. To lift large or elderly dogs aboard, consider a Rappel Sling. Designed to lower rescue dogs into remote 

areas, these heavy-duty slings attach easily to hardware on your boat. They will reduce strain on your back, pro-

tect your pet, and can be used to lift other heavy items on board as well.  

5. Train your dog to poop on a square of Astroturf on deck. Always keep the grass in the same spot so she 

understands that this is an OK place. Add a grommet to a corner of the turf and thread a line through it for easy 

rinsing. Solid materials should be collected and disposed of properly ashore.  

You can save the work of toting dog chow down the dock each weekend by storing kibble on board in an 

airtight plastic box. Add several bay leaves to the dry food to deter bugs. Remove the leaves before feeding 

your pet. 

By Jessica Stone 



Boating Distance from Seattle to Nearby Harbors 
My name is Kevin Curran. I’m writing to share a local boating resource I 
recently created.  

I wrote an article that shares all the cruising distances between Seattle and 
other popular harbors around Puget Sound. This is something I was always 
looking for when I was getting to know the area. I figured it would be helpful 
to put all this information in one place. Here’s the link. 

  

http://www.captaincurran.com/2015/01/boating-distance-how-many-miles-from-seattle.html  

 

It’s a free resource and hopefully it helps you plan out your trips. I plotted all 
my info the old fashioned way!  
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                  CLASSIFIEDS 

Mini Fridge  

$20.00 

Call Paul 

253-254-1161 

 

1976 Classic Cal 29’ Sloop 

Well loved and maintained.                      

Mechanically sound, Yanmar diesel 

with under 50 hours. Good sails, 

great custom canvas, dodger, cabin, 

cushions, accessories. Ready for final 

touches and a new life of great sail-

ing.  Motivated seller; serious inter-

est only please.  

$10,000 OBO 

Chris: 253-229-8625, leave message 

Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com. 

It’s free! 

http://www.captaincurran.com/2015/01/boating-distance-how-many-miles-from-seattle.html
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Do not disturb! Seals & Sea Lions Need Time Ashore                                               

 

 Marine Mammal Stranding Network Hotline at 1-800-853-1964 

Contact if a pup is unattended for 48 hours or is clearly in distress (injured). 

 

NOAA Fisheries Enforcement Hotline at 1-800-853-1964 

Contact if you observe incidents of people or pets tormenting, disturbing or 

attempting to remove a seal from the beach. Seals are federally protected from 

harassment and capture by the public. 

 

Things you can do to promote responsible wildlife viewing: 

Approach no closer than a distance of 100 yards. This will minimize the potential for disturbing a resting ani-

mal and/or reduce stress for an animal that may be recovering from illness or injury. 

 Dogs should be leashed and kept away from seals on the beach. Baby seals can easily fall prey to 

dogs. Older seals may bite in self defense. Some diseases are infectious to dogs, seals, and humans. 

 A minimum undisturbed observation period of 24-48 hours is recommended to determine whether a 

pup is being attended by a female. Seal pups need time ashore. Mother seals will not return if people or dogs 

are nearby. The pup's best chance at survival is to be left alone on the beach. Please stay at least 100 

yards  away from seal pups. Signs of an attendant female would include sightings of seal(s) in the water nearby, 

tracks near the pup, and movement of the pup up or down the beach or in and out of the water. 

 Do not handle, cover, pour water on, or attempt to feed seal pups. Feeding seals in the wild is a form of 

harassment and is harmful. Seals that are fed by humans quickly learn to seek humans for feeding opportuni-

ties. Unfortunately, the next dead fish they find may have a hook in it. 

 Points to remember to help you share the shoreline habitat: 

Haul-outs: Harbor seals utilize specific shoreline locations on a regular basis as resting places (haul-outs). Haul

-outs include beaches, rocks, log booms, floats, buoys, or any other shoreline or floating feature with easy ac-

cess to the water. Harbor seals rest out of the water for several hours every day to regulate body temperature, 

interact with other seals and sleep. Harbor seals are vulnerable on land and are therefore wary of being ap-

proached while out of the water. Some seals, however, may tolerate activity close by. The most frequently re-

ported encounters with seals out of the water involve pups that are too young to have developed protective wari-

ness (escape response). 

 Pups and Pupping: Pups are born in the spring and summer and the timing of the peak birth period varies 

geographically: coastal estuaries (Columbia River, Willapa Bay, Grays Harbor) from mid-April through June; 

Olympic Peninsula coast from May through July; San Juan Islands and eastern bays of Puget Sound from June 

through August; southern Puget Sound from July through September; and Hood Canal from August through 

January. The majority of pups are born at protected haul-out sites (rookeries), but a female may give birth any-

where with easy access to the waters edge. Nursing pups remain with their mothers for 4 to 6 weeks and then 

are weaned to forage and survive on their own. Up to 50% of the pups born will not survive the first year of life. 

Contributing factors to pup mortality are conditions associated with fetal development or premature birth, preda-

tion by shoreline predators or domestic dogs, infection, dehydration, or starvation. 

 Human Interference: Harbor seals are less mobile and therefore more vulnerable to disturbance or preda-

tion while out of the water. Adult seals are more wary and escape to the water more quickly than pups. Females 

will flee to the water if disturbed or approached and may leave their pups behind. Please stay at least 100 yards 

away. Although the percentage of successful female/pup reunions has not been documented, anecdotal reports 

indicate that pups have successfully reunited up to 48 hours after separation. A female seal is more likely to re-

turn to reclaim her pup once the disturbance near the pup goes away. If activity continues near the pup, the fe-

male may eventually give up trying to return. A nursing pup that is separated from its mother will not survive. 



A Decade on, the Foss Cleanup Shines                          
DERRICK NUNNALLY  

From the mouth of Tacoma’s Thea Foss Waterway, between a leafy park and a dock 

that draws a steady crowd toting fishing poles, it’s hard to conceive today of bygone 

canal conditions that observers likened to a “marine garbage dump” and “the largest 

septic tank anyone had ever seen.” 

These days, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards glide through the gentle current, 

rented an hour at a time from companies doing brisk business. Schools of orange 

minnows nip along the edge of docks. 

A decade has passed since the EPA finished its in-water work on the Foss, the finger 

nearest the city center of the immense, multipart Superfund project to repair the 

bay. That cleanup along the fringe of downtown helped spark a renaissance that has brought hundreds of millions of dollars of develop-

ment toward building something cosmopolitan out of industrial decay.  “It’s what many would call Tacoma’s greatest historic achieve-

ment,” said Bill Baarsma, the society’s president. The transformation process was unprecedented, said Baarsma, whose 2002-09 run as 

mayor and earlier years on the City Council overlapped with much of the Foss work. “We’ve come a long way in 35 years,” he said. “In 

fact, we’ve come a remarkable distance during that time.” 

Before the EPA made the spoilage of Commencement Bay national news, a litany of polluters had made muck of it for close to a century. 

More than 150 potential pollution sources were identified, and more than 1,000 man-made compounds and metals were detected in the 

bottom sediments. Directly on the Foss, the problem sources included a coal gasification plant that ran from 1884 to 1924. It left toxic 

muck that still must be contained. Seven major city storm drains also piped in untreated water. 

For decades, the assumption of Tacoma’s industrial heyday was that ocean tides would flush pollutants out of Commencement Bay and 

into safe Pacific dilution. That didn’t happen in City Waterway, which 

was the Foss’ name during that time. 

Because salt water is heavier than freshwater, the inland streams that 

drain (now through pipes) into the waterway from land are lighter 

than the ocean water that flows in, explained Mary Henley, of the 

city’s environmental services division. The result: pollutants that built 

up in the waterway’s sediments never got flushed out. 

Mary Henley, the city’s longtime manager for the Foss project, said it 

takes about a decade for an ecosystem to stabilize after a  significant 

change.  A round of testing this fall, she said, could help confirm that 

the waterway’s new life is for real. Initial signs are good, she said. “It appears pretty stable physically,” she said. 

The waterway is “pretty impressive to take a look at” now, said Bill Ryan, the EPA’s project manager for Commencement Bay since 

2012. After this year’s tests are complete, he said, the agency will decide how closely its long-term monitoring plan should scrutinize 

conditions in the Foss. “The first 10 years of monitoring has shown that the work looks like it’s pretty successful,” he said. 

Read more here: http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article96913742.html#storylink=cpy 
6 


