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September  1, 2019 

 

 

 

It’s hard to fathom, but Labor Day is officially in the rearview mirror, the Pumpkin Spice Latte is back in coffee shops across the country and 

the Green Bay Packers are minutes away from kicking off the 2019 NFL season against their rival, the dreaded Chicago Bears. While it felt 

as though its arrival was later than normal, this summer provided many challenges, opportunities, accomplishments and, as always, left us 

excited for the next adventure to come. Whether you’re one of our annual seasonal guests or a die-hard fall and winter cruiser, there are 

still many gorgeous Pacific Northwest days to come and the Foss Harbor Marina team will be here 7 days a week to help you get out on the 

water. Thanks to all who have visited us this season, as well as those who call Foss Harbor home! Please enjoy this latest version of the 

marina newsletter, which is chock-full of all of the latest and greatest happenings on the waterfront, including the following: 

 Construction activity on the Muni Dock is almost complete and the lot is now open for parking! There are still a few spaces for                    

equipment closed off near the back, but these should open up within 2 weeks or less. 

The removal of the old esplanade near Gates 5 & 6 is almost complete, so we expect the parking stalls adjacent to it to be open      

within 2 weeks as well. Thank you for your patience as the project wraps up!  

 

 Please remember that no guest parking permits will be given out until all construction activity has finished. Do not have guests park            

on-site without passes in the meantime, or they risk getting ticketed or even towed. Once construction finishes in a couple of weeks, 

we will resume issuing guest passes, Monday through Thursday.  

 

 Petty crime continues to be a nuisance along the waterfront, so we ask that all boaters take extra precautions to prevent themselves 

from becoming a victim. Whether it’s your car or boat, please do not leave anything valuable – even small items – in a visible or                  

accessible location. On the boat, always ensure that tackle, electronics and outboards are locked and/or stowed appropriately. A  

neighboring marina has seen several boats get hit over the last few weeks and unsecured boating/fishing gear was typically the target. 

For our storage locker tenants, please do not leave lockers open and unattended. You are welcome to use additional padlocks on the 

door as long as you provide the marina with a spare key, which is needed to access the unit in the event of an emergency. 

 

 After 5 years at Foss Harbor, our store & rental assistant, Madi Larson, has gotten an amazing 

job doing what she loves, which is teaching and educating young children. She’s been a fantastic 

member of the marina team and has grown so much over the years. She will still stop in on 

occasion to see everyone, but she will certainly be missed. Thanks to Madi for all she’s done 

and accomplished! 

 

 On the opposite end of the spectrum, another team member is just beginning their journey at 

Foss Harbor! I’d like to officially welcome Corey Hedgespeth to the marina team and look  

forward to having him around. Originally from Georgia, Corey recently left the United States 

Coast Guard after several years and is excited to learn more about the marina and boating 

industry. Be sure to say hello to Corey if you see him around and make him feel welcome!  

A heartfelt thanks to all for making this summer so amazing, and we look forward to seeing many of 

you as fall cruising begins. Be sure to stay tuned for upcoming events that will be happening, including our next beer tasting later this month!                                                                                                             

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager   

    Corey H, AKA New Guy 



                                                                                                                                                                         
Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your four legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 
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PETS ON THE POOP DECK 
Meet Sterling. He is a 12 week old Silver 
Lab that belongs to FHM employee Madi 
Larson. This is a special post as Madi is 

leaving us to pursue her career as a teacher. 
 

Sterling enjoys a variety of activities, such 
as: chewing on everything, trying to fit his 
beefy little puppy body into areas that are 
too small, and disco dancing. Sterling is  
also a connoisseur of Greek hummus.   

 
Madi, you will be greatly missed. Best 

wishes from us all at FHM.  

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

                  What’s NEW in the Marina Market? 

Beer Tasting  

On Saturday, September 21st, 

please join us in welcoming Silver 

City Brewery to the Marina Market. 

Beer tastings and hors d’oeuvres 

start at 5pm. Jordan, our Silver 

City rep will be serving you up 

some very tasty favorites of  the 

brewery, don’t miss the fun!  

If you haven’t visited the Marina            

Market lately, we’ve got some                

delicious and fun new products in 

stock! Wine and charcuterie, take & 

bake bread, caviar, polenta and    

gnocchi, basic dinner makin’ staples, 

drink mixers, kombucha and so much 

more!  

We also have a great new selection of 

apparel, check out these shirts 

(pictured right) that are just in.  

As always, let us know what YOU, 

yes you, want to see in stock, and 

we’ll order it!  
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End of a Journey, End of a Summer  -By Tarin Todd 

My alarm goes off, it’s 4:45am. It feels like I just crawled into my bunk. 

We have a long day ahead. The crew and I are bringing the boat home 

to Tacoma, after several weeks of adventures in the San Juan’s onboard 

the Sea Scout Ship Charles N. Curtis. I always try to get up a little be-

fore everyone else to get a little quiet time with my coffee. 

I slide out of my bunk and slip on my shoes and grab a fleece. It’s a brisk 

morning and as I step into the wheelhouse, I’m confronted with the fog 

that has settled in Friday Harbor. The rhythmic “wom wom wom” of 

the engines from the morning’s first ferry can be heard as it slides by in 

the mist, the lights reflecting from its upper decks create halos in the 

moisture thickened air. I make my way to the galley and turn on the strategically prepared pot of coffee. While the fluid 

of life is brewing, I step out onto the stern deck. I take a deep breath of the thick morning air simultaneously sending a 

smile and a wave in the direction of another boater making her way up the dock towards shore.            (Cont. on page 4) 

 

Get out on the water one more time before school starts and save $10.00 on a single or             

double kayak, or try one of our SUP’s. Simply mention this advertisement; tell your friends! 

 FALL BACK TO WINTER HOURS—MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th! 

The Foss Harbor store, fuel dock and kayak rental hours will be reverting to the fall/winter schedule on September 9th. The 

hours of operation will be as follows: 

Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm         

Sunday - 9 am - 5 pm   



 (Cont. from page 3)     As I gaze off into the mist, I think to myself, “If this fog sticks 

around, it’s going to be a slow run this morning, probably should rouse the crew a 

little early.” I begin to run through my head the task list we need to accomplish on 

the way home today; pack all gear, clean quarters and bunks, pack up leftover food in 

the galley, clean out the…  

*Beep Beep Beep* Ah, coffee is ready, a happy interruption. It’s a little after 5am and 

still a little early to wake the crew, so I take a walk on the docks. Marina’s seem to 

take on different personalities depending on the time of day. Early mornings, such as 

this, are usually my favorite. The fresh new day makes the marina feel as though it, 

too, is fresh and new.  I make my way up to shore and pause near the fountain and 

the statue of the much-loved seal, Popeye. I sit on a bench and gaze out across the 

water. Not much to see, although; the fog is only getting thicker. In the distance, I can 

hear the ever-watchful sound of a ferry’s fog horn. It’s going to be a long morning.  

I decide to head back to the boat, the fog driving the decision to get moving earlier than planned. It’s just about 5:30 when I 

wake the other adult leaders and let them know about getting underway ahead of schedule. As they begin to get ready for the 

day, I rouse the Boatswain and ask her to get the crew up and moving. The navigator meets me in the wheelhouse and we go 

over our route for the day and discuss what special measures we need to implement for running in the fog.  

A short while later, the boatswain reports that everything, and everyone, is ready to go. The engineers light off the mains, and, 

after a short warm up, we slide quietly away from the dock, turn, and disappear into the fog. Good bye Friday Harbor.  

Uneventful start to the day’s cruise (always a welcome outcome), we remain in the fog until we exit Cattle Pass (the southern 

end of San Juan Channel), only knowing that there were other vessels around us because of their radar blip and the occasional 

horn blast. As we begin heading across the strait, word from the galley comes that breakfast is ready. Great, I am hungry! I wait 

for the crew to get food. Another adult leader comes and relieves me in the wheelhouse and I make my way back to the galley 

and grab a plate of food, not forgetting to top up my coffee cup while I’m there.        

I meander out to the stern deck and take a seat on one of our big white coolers. The air is cool but refreshing. As I take my first 

bite of breakfast, I look up and see we are coming out of the fog, and, like floating islands, the tallest parts of Lopez and San Juan 

Islands are all that is visible. It is now that “sentimental me” begins to take over.  

Bringing the boat home is always a bittersweet act for me. I so love the islands and being on the boat, but I also love coming 

home. My mind wanders to the memories still fresh from the week that is now ending. Our hike out to Turn Point to watch the 

sun set as it sank behind Vancouver Island, the lights of Sidney, B.C. clearly coming into view and getting brighter in the gathering 

dusk. Our campfire, games and storytelling at Sucia Island. Exploring Granville Island in Vancouver and finding that perfect gift for 

everyone back home. And let’s not forget that wonderful dinner at the Cask and Schooner in Friday Harbor, that waiter had us 

in stitches with all those jokes! All the laughter and fun that, even in the dullest of moments, was still ever present. Lost in my 

thoughts and fighting back a tear (I told you I was sentimental), I am startled back to reality when the boatswain walks up and 

asks if we should begin the day’s shipboard chores. So much for reliving the week just then, there’s work to be done, darn-it all!  

I pause before reluctantly answering in the affirmative, as though beginning the chores is an acknowledgment that the cruise is 

actually coming to an end.  As she walks off, I gaze a moment longer in the direction of the islands, say a quiet, “farewell, until 

next time” and let that tear I was holding back slide down my cheek.  

I make my way back to the galley and return my plate and coffee cup to be cleaned. Already the crew is preparing the boat for 

her arrival home in Tacoma, getting everything packed and cleaned. Stepping into the wheelhouse I take my place in the captain’s 

chair. For the remainder of the journey home, I choose not to think about the islands, I’ve said my goodbye. It’s time to focus on 

the present: get the boat and her crew home safe, and leave the boat ready to get underway again the next time she is used, and 

already, I’m thinking of next summer’s cruise… 
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Saying goodbye to the islands... 



  BOATING & EARTHQUAKE SAFETY                                                                                                                                 

I was recently asked, “What do we do if we are on our boat or in the marina during an 

earthquake?” 

To answer this, I will include some information regarding Tsunamis as well, since one 

causes the other.  

First, as with any earthquake, be sure that during the shaking, you move to a safe loca-

tion. Some schools-of-thought now recommend moving outside of buildings, if reasona-

ble. If you are on your boat, you likely won’t feel the actual shaking, however you may 

visually notice buildings or even pilings moving if you are in the marina. When underway, you likely will hear an                     

emergency announcement on VHF channel 16 (because we all have our radios tuned to that channel, right? RIGHT?) Of-

ten, the Coast Guard may use channel 22a as well to send out information, leaving channel 16 clear for boating emergen-

cies and hailing. Depending on where the epicenter of the quake is will dictate how much time you have before a tsunami 

may hit. Some estimates give up to 2 hours from a quake off the coast before the waves impact the Tacoma area, howev-

er, if the epicenter is located in Puget Sound, that time may be only minutes.  Immediately following an earthquake, it is 

suggested to do one of a couple things: 

A) If you are underway, move to deeper water, as soon as possible. Depending on the source, it is advised to get to 

300 feet to 1200 feet deep if possible. That depth will help absorb any energy from a tsunami as it passes by you. 

You may not even feel it. That said, Puget Sound is a different story. Although there are some deep areas 

(Commencement Bay in Tacoma can get up to 600 feet deep), the geography of Puget Sound creates a different 

problem. The land mass will funnel and guide any tsunami, squeezing the energy together and releasing it out as 

the energy moves through the Sound. It is suggested that if you are close enough to land, get to shore, tie up and 

head for higher ground. The close proximity of land could create a sloshing effect (think sloshing water in a bath-

tub) where the wave energy would bounce back and forth repeatedly. If you cannot reasonably make it to shore 

before the tsunami hits, stay in as deep of water as possible and as far away from land as possible.  

 

B) If you are at the marina and not underway, it is advised that you move to higher ground. The stairs at the 11th 

street bridge being your quickest route to a safe elevation (Note: use of the elevator is discouraged following an 

earthquake until it can be inspected for damage). Before climbing the stairs, be sure to check that the stairs and 

the bridge are safe to ascend, otherwise head for Schuster Parkway or 15th Street overpass and get up into 

Downtown as quickly as possible. If you are on the boat but at your slip, it is advised you grab your registration 

and insurance paperwork, but only if time permits this to be done safely. The theory is if the boat gets moved by 

the force of the tsunami, you will have documents to help ID the vessel and prove it is yours.  

 

C)    If you are not at the marina, then stay away for at least 12 hours. 12 hours is the estimated safe time needed to 

allow for tsunami wave energy to completely subside.  

After an earthquake, cell phone lines are liable to be jammed or down completely, so keep your radio or tv tuned to 

news stations or listen to your NOAA weather radio for regular updates on any tsunami warnings. Until you hear an “all 

clear” from one of those sources being relayed from NOAA or another government agency, then assume that a tsunami 

is still likely.  

You boat is a big investment, but your life and safety are priceless, be sure that after an earthquake you take all the neces-

sary precautions to keep yourself and your family safe.                                                                                                                           

-Tarin Todd, Marina Manager 5 
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                  CLASSIFIEDS 

 

YOUR AD HERE FOR FREE!  Send your submissions to melynda@fossharbor.com 

I am looking to purchase a dock box 

(rectangular/fiberglass) and stairs for 

my boat.  

Please call or email            

Jason 253-310-3265 

konnig10@gmail.com 


