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     Tides & Times 
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I hope this finds everyone well and in good spirits. I think we can all agree we are in 

some weird times. Roads are empty, restaurants are shuttered and we are asked to keep 

our distance from the people closest to us. The good news, the “curve is flattening”! 

Hopefully soon restrictions are eased, allowing some normalcy to return to our daily 

lives. It also means that the measures we have been following are working. 

In these times, I’m reminded of something I have taught many times over the years: 

1. Your Ship 

2. Your Crew 

3. You 

So, what does that mean? Well, that is a list of priorities, in the order they should be paid 

attention to. First, your ship. If you ship is floating and is sound, then you are safe, that is your home on the water. Makes 

sense, right? Right. 

Your second concern, your crew. Are they healthy, fed, happy, safe, etc.? A sound vessel and a safe and healthy crew will               

provide for a great voyage.  

And number 3, you… If you have followed the list properly, you will already be taken care of. Your boat is afloat (so you’re 

safe and above water) and the crew you’ve been watching out for is also, in turn, watching out for you.  

I think this teaching can apply during this pandemic as well. Your ship, in this case, is your immediate circle… Your spouse or 

partner, your children or parents, co-workers, those that you still have to interact with regularly. That is your ship, keep them 

safe and afloat. As an example of how to do this, the staff here at Foss Harbor has made a commitment to each other; outside 

of work, we will do our best to mitigate interactions in our home and personal life so as to prevent bringing the disease to the 

marina, allowing us to stay healthy and keeping the business open so that we can continue to provide the services you rely on. 

So, by doing this, we are keeping our ship afloat. 

Your crew, then, is your extended circle. Those are the people, that at any other time, you’d be grabbing happy hour with,  

hitting the gym with, BBQing with… Maybe it is extended family as well. Check in with them, give them a call or send an email. 

I’ve had a couple “virtual” happy hours. Using Zoom and Facetime I’ve been able to connect with many of my friends and enjoy 

a beer together, even if it was over the internet. Our mental wellbeing during this time is going to be dependent, to some            

degree, on maintaining, the best we can, those important social connections. BUT, this also means taking care of those in your 

circle that are most vulnerable. Maybe they are older or have a compromised immune system. Staying away from visiting these 

people in person may actually save their life. On the flip side, these same people need assistance staying away from others, so 

maybe you can offer a grocery run for them, leaving their groceries on their porch or swim step on the boat if appropriate, to 

limit the personal contact.   

We have had a couple tenants who have offered to do grocery shopping for any liveaboard tenants who don’t feel safe                         

venturing out. Please reach out to the marina office and we will connect you with those who have offered.  

Continued on page 2 



FHM Red  

or  

Pinot Gris 

$11.49 ea. 

Try one now! 

OR 

Buy 2 cans of 
any wine and 

get $1 off! 
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We’re Still Open…   continued from page 1 

Keeping your ship safe (immediate social circle, family, etc.) and your crew as well (extended circle of 

friends, family, co-workers and local community members), then, in theory anyway, you should already being taken care of,  

because your “ship” and your “crew” are keeping an eye on you.                                                             

There are a lot of unknowns right now, but one thing that does seem for sure: when this disease gets bad, it gets really bad 

really quick. So, doing all we can to protect ourselves in turn will protect others. Please utilize the spray bottles of sanitizer 

that have been placed in all the common areas at the marina: restrooms, showers, laundry and ramp gates. When visiting the 

office, please utilize our walk-up window for service and practice social distancing while waiting for your turn.  

Together, we will get through this, it will take a little time, but I am confident the marina community can make it through                          

unscathed by COVID-19—if we all do our part.  

Keep a weather eye on your ship and your crew, and be sure to take care of you!  

Stay safe, stay healthy and I will see you on the docks!           

 

Tarin Todd 

Marina Manager 

 

YOUR OWN WINE       
LABEL...                      

WINE NOT? 
 Do you want to salute your beautiful 

boat,  treasured  relationships or favorite 

family member? (your pet, of course!)  

We can make it happen, and for less $ 

than you think… 

Inquire within the marina market, or 

email Melynda@fossharbor.com  



 

  Pets on the Poopdeck 

This is Milton the cat. He is a Chantilly Tiffany Chocolate. With a 

breed name like that, you know he lives nothing less than a 

“Lifestyles of the rich & meowvelous” life.  

When Milton isn’t eating caviar and chocolate covered mice, he 

loves spending time on his boat here at the marina with his pet, 

Matt.  

Milton also enjoys chauffeured car rides, being handfed turkey 

while sitting on his lounge bathed in sunlight, and meeting new 

people.                                                                                                           

While he leads a very prestigious  life, Milton has remained humble, is a philanthropist, and 

can often be found working in community gardens and helping at local shelters for displaced cats. 

Thanks Matt for your submission!               Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send pics to Melynda@fossharbor.com 
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Following Seas 

The first few months of 2020 have been interesting, to say the least. The 

last 30 days, in particular, have been unlike anything that most of us have 

ever experienced – or will ever experience. Each new day brings a new 

set of astonishing headlines, the majority of which are dedicated to         

updates regarding the worldwide coronavirus pandemic. Millions have 

lost their jobs, at least temporarily; airports and highways are veritable 

ghost towns and the world’s most powerful economy has ground to a 

halt. And yet, despite the constant inundation of conflicting information 

and negativity, hope and optimism are at an all-time high on the         

waterfront. The latest reports indicate that our collective efforts in    

social distancing are proving effective and at least slowing the spread of 

this insidious virus. Washington State, once the epicenter of the United 

States Covid-19 outbreak, has fallen out of the top 10 states by number of cases. As a result, the marina and the Foss Waterway are 

again bustling with activity, with excited and anxious boaters preparing for the season to come. Things would almost seem normal, if 

not for the fact that the majority of us are walking around with masks, gloves and wearing the unmistakable scent of Purell hand   

sanitizer!  

Many of you have asked whether it’s safe to visit the marina or to take the boat out. The short answer is “yes”, but I do want to 

reiterate the need to continue observing all social distancing and safety guidelines. This means frequent hand-washing and sanitizing, 

wearing a mask and maintaining a 6’ distance between yourself and others at all times. If you do elect to take your boat out, please 

refrain from having any large social gatherings or rafting with other boats. If you need anything from the marina office or market, we 

are still open 7 days a week; just remember that all transactions will be done through the side window. We’re working diligently to 

maintain our stock of important items such as toilet paper, cleaning supplies and paper towels, but please let us know if there’s                 

anything that you need! 

As an essential business to Tacoma and our surrounding community, our commitment to you remains. Our diverse and passionate 

boating and live-aboard community gives us purpose in a time of uncertainty. I want to express our gratitude for those of you that 

have been so diligent in adhering to the guidelines outlined above, as it demonstrates how much care you have for the health and 

well-being of your friends and marina neighbors. We will get through this pandemic, but it will take all of us working together and 

watching out for each other. Safe boating to all of you, and I look forward to seeing you around the marina – from a distance, that is!   

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

                                           



Wave Wrap And Angle Anchoring Tom Neale  

There are certain times when your perfect anchorage unexpectedly turns into 

something far less than perfect. Your boat starts rolling from side to side. 

Sometimes it's pronounced, sometimes it's barely noticeable, but it's usually 

unpleasant or at least annoying. You check the wind direction and see that the 

bow is pointed right into the wind. So there should be no problem. But you 

check the surface of the water and see swells, perhaps large, perhaps hardly 

noticeable, coming at your beam. As they reach your beam they're definitely 

noticeable in effect if not in appearance. Here's why this may happen and how 

many experienced people deal with it. First, it helps to understand the nature of 

the problem.  

 

WAVE WRAP 

Waves coming from open water can actually wrap around an island or what seems to be a great protective 

point of land. Often that protective barrier may even be very long, giving you a great feeling of security as you snug up far away 

from open water. But this feeling of security may be false. The result is that even though you're swinging to the wind, the waves 

are coming at you from the side. They've changed direction from the direction they were traveling out in the open. Several 

things may cause this. 

The contours of the bottom and the shore can play a role. In theory, if waves are traveling in a somewhat straight line and they 

run into an island or long point of land they should continue to travel in that straight line outside of the protection of that              

obstruction but stop inside it. In actuality they seldom do. Water is fluid, as we know, and as the wave sweeps past the                        

protruding point some of it wraps around that point, coming inside the protected area. 

There are other features that can exacerbate the problem. Wave wrap may particularly be a problem if the open water on the 

outside is deeper than the relative shallowness of your "protected" harbor and its surroundings. For example: big swells in deep 

water may hump up as they reach shallow water and this rising may flood around so-called protective land barriers, essentially as 

waves. Many a boat has been trapped by this phenomenon in bad storms, sometimes with dire consequences. During a wave 

wrap, your boat may be hanging to the wind, which is probably blowing off the island or point. But the waves may be hitting the 

boat on the beam, sometimes creating horrible rolling. 

 

ANGLE ANCHORING 

People sometimes handle wrap by what I refer to as "angle anchoring," or "cocking your boat." You first set your anchor                

securely, in good holding bottom, giving perhaps extra scope. If you don't have an all chain rode (something which I prefer) you 

deploy as much chain as practical between your anchor and the rode leading to your bow roller. You're going to be stressing 

that gear more than usual, and you're going to be giving extra challenge to its ability to hold in the bottom. Next, you run an 

"adjusting line" (for lack of a better term) from a strong amidships cleat or even from your stern, up to a point on the anchor 

line below the bow. It will be important for that cleat to be strong with proper backing and have a good fair lead forward. An 

amidships cleat should be able to withstand the stress of warping onto or off a dock and thus should be robust, but check it out. 

Usually an all chain anchor rode is better for this because it's easier to secure the "adjusting line" into it. In this case all you need 

is a good chain hook at the end of the "adjusting line." If you must connect that "adjusting line" to a rope rode you have to use 

one of several types of knots in the anchor rode. These may weaken the anchor rode and could become "stuck" if you have too 

much wind. 

Typically the boater will usually attach the "adjusting line" to his anchor rode first, just below the roller. Of course, you have to 

do this by making the attachment close to the prow so that you can reach it. Then you let out more of the anchor rode so that 

the "adjusting line" attachment is somewhere down the rode, perhaps even under water. To a certain extent, the effectiveness 

of your "adjusting line" increases as the point of its attachment to the anchor rode is farther away from the bow. This gives you 

a broader more flexible triangle. (The three sides of the triangle are your "adjusting line, your rode and your boat.) Then you 

run the "adjusting line" back outside your stanchions (making sure of a fair lead) to the amidships or aft cleat and experiment 

with that line, pulling it in or letting it out to get the right angle. You also may want to pull in or let out the anchor rode to help 

achieve this result. Sometimes a lot of experimentation is needed to find the right length of the anchor rode, the right cleat on 

your boat, and the right length for the "adjusting line" in order to comfortably cock your boat so that its bow faces into the 

swell instead of the wind. Also, as wind and waves veer, as they will, you may need to re-cock your boat by lengthening or 

shortening the "adjusting line."                                                                                 Continued on page 5                                                                             

4 



Wave Wrap And Angle Anchoring  Continued from page 4 

POSSIBLE PROBLEMS 

As with most "neat tricks" at sea, there are usually potential 

problems. As mentioned above, these include greater strain on 

your cleats and more pull on the anchor (perhaps pulling it out). 

Also you must think it through for your boat and circumstances 

and plan carefully because the extra stress and activities can lead 

to safety issues. Start practicing this in rather benign conditions. 

Another serious problem can be the difficulty of quickly getting 

away from your anchorage if you're dragging or if another boat 

is dragging down on you. You may even have to cut the 

"adjusting line" and sacrifice it. Be sure that it doesn't get into 

your prop if you do and remember that you may have to                   

disengage it from the anchor rode as you retrieve that rode. If 

your anchor rode is all chain and you've used a chain hook, this 

shouldn't be a problem. Chain hooks are inexpensive. But                 

usually, if there's need for hurry or if it's dark, people will simply uncleat the "adjusting line", bring it aboard and leave it attached 

to the anchor rode, having it come back parallel to the rode, to a spare cleat on the bow. Or, if there is need to retrieve the 

anchor rode in a hurry and it's tied to the rode, it may make sense to just pull the "adjusting line" in, alongside and with the 

rode. 

This is not the way to ride out a storm, high winds or any extreme conditions. It's simply a way of dealing with a fair weather 

wrap to make yourself more comfortable. I've used it and I've seen others use it for days at a time, but only when it's safe and 

convenient. 

Good anchorages are getting harder to find these days. But you can still find them and, when you do, a little understanding of 

the overall situation will help you to enjoy them better. It's always good to know your anchorage, get local knowledge, or at 

least try to figure out how the waves might behave. 
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Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 


