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PLEASE REPORT CRIMES 

Crime has been more prevalent in Tacoma during the pandemic. Just 

two weeks ago I witnessed a purse snatching at the Fred Meyer in 

University Place. Something didn’t feel right about the way the perp’s 

vehicle stopped next to an elderly lady putting her groceries in her 

car. I stuck close by just to be sure, and I’m glad I did. Moments later, 

a passenger got out, walked over to the lady’s cart, grabbed her 

purse and began walking away. Luckily because there were enough 

people witnessing, the perpetrator reluctantly returned the purse 

without incident, but it was broad daylight, 2 in the afternoon—just a 

brazen criminal act.  

We must all do our part to protect ourselves: limit the number of personal items we leave visible in our vehicles, be 

aware of our surroundings and pay attention to those things or people that seem out of place, alternate our routines 

so as to not give an opportunity to a criminal who is watching our schedule, etc. These things are true of anywhere 

in our lives, not just on the waterfront.    

If you are a victim of a crime, even if it’s just a broken window, please, PLEASE report it. I’ve heard several times 

from crime victims something along the lines of, “Why should I report it? The police won’t do anything anyway!” 

Well, you are partially correct. In many cases of “petty” crime, such as car prowls, there is very little evidence, if 

any, to work with. Hard to catch a criminal if there is no evidence that can lead to them. However, there is some-

thing the police can do, and that is by increasing patrols in an area with a spike in criminal activity. Here’s the catch, 

though: if they don’t know that there is a spike in crime, then they don’t know that they need to increase patrols. 

Police departments use metrics, that is, data from crime reports, to make decisions on where to patrol and where 

to spend efforts in crime prevention. If they look at crime reports and they don’t see any reports for one area, but 

they see a large number of reports from another area, where will they logically put their efforts? Based on the type 

of crimes they may also explore other options beyond just patrols, but again, they first need to know that a crime 

occurred. Every crime needs to be reported, no matter how small. It will help everyone in the end.  

During a recent conversation with our Community Liaison Officer with Tacoma Police, we were informed that alt-

hough he knows that there is crime happening along the waterfront, those crimes are not showing up in reports at 

the department which means they are not being reported. He said he constantly pushes for more patrols of Dock 

Street, but without that data being submitted, they don’t have the justification to do so. Frustrating, I know, but 

there is a fix: REPORT ALL CRIMES!                                                                                           Continued on page 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

 Crime Con’t from page 1                                                                                                                                                                                                           

In the past as patrols were increased in the Dock Street area, we have seen a drop in 

crime. Criminals watch for this; these are not stupid people, as this is how they make 

their living. Our security footage of past crimes shows that it is usually a team: A driver, 

a spotter and one or two individuals who do the work (do the actual crime). In the 3 

years I’ve been at the marina, there has been only one instance that we know of that a 

crime was committed by a homeless person. So, these are people that have made a                

profession out of committing crimes. They know what to watch for so as not to get 

caught. An increase in police patrols is something they watch for, and the only way we 

get the increase in patrols in our area is to REPORT ANY AND ALL CRIMES!! 

When you are at the marina (or anywhere for that matter), pay attention to your                 

surroundings. If someone is waiting by a gate at 2 am and states they are waiting for their 

brother to go out on their boat, stop and ask yourself, does this make sense? This                     

actually happened here awhile back: the perp, after our tenant walked away, hopped a gate and stole a bunch of    

fishing gear. Had that tenant stopped and realized how odd a situation this was, several thousand dollars’ worth of 

equipment could have been preventing from being taken.  

If something doesn’t seem right, or you are getting that bad feeling in your gut, pay attention to it. There is no harm 

in having a situation checked out by Marina Management or Law Enforcement. If the situation turns out to be legiti-

mate, no harm done and everyone can go about their day. If a situation, however, is not legitimate, then there’s the 

potential to stop a crime.  

A recent report detailed that Catalytic Converter thefts are up 1000% in the   

Seattle area. Another report stated that over 70% of those thefts are from   

Toyota Prius’ and similar hybrid vehicles. As a result of the influx, a task force has 

been created with partners from the Federal, state and local law enforcement  

officials. Every report they get will further help their efforts to stop what now  

appears to be an organized effort to steal and ship catalytic converters out of the 

country. 

I know firsthand how disheartening it can be when it feels like there is nothing 

that can or is being done. In November of 2019, I was held up at knife point in the 

REI parking lot at the Tacoma Mall. My total loss amounted to over $3500 in 

climbing and hiking gear, and of course, not enough evidence to find who did it. It 

is very frustrating, I know.  

Please help yourself and everyone else out by reporting crimes when they occur. If you are witnessing a crime in 

progress, call 911 immediately. Keep yourself safe; if you don’t feel that the situation is appropriate to approach, 

then DON’T! Call law enforcement and let them handle it. If you need to report a crime after the fact, use the non-

emergency number: 253-798-4721. Please note, no one can report a crime after the fact (such as a car break in)             

except for the victim. The marina cannot make a report for you. Anyone, of course can report a crime actively in             

progress. 

Please stay safe and I will see you on the docks, 

Tarin 
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The roots of many phrases and words we use every day can be 
traced to a life afloat. Here's a smattering of nautical sayings that 

have come ashore over the years. 

 

A Cup of Joe 
The nickname for coffee came about due to the reforms initiated in 1913 by Jose-
phus Daniels, then secretary of the United States Navy under President Woodrow 
Wilson. One such reform was the elimination of the officers' wine mess, a policy 
received less than enthusiastically by many. Since that time a cup of the strongest 
drink allowed on board U.S. naval ships has been referred to as "a cup of Joe." 

Bigwigs 
Strangely enough, this is one bit of seafaring lingo that pretty much means what it 

says. Senior officers of Britain's Royal Navy at one time actually did wear                          
bodaciously large wigs after the style of the day. 

Bootleg 
This term for the smuggling of illegal liquor was derived from the sailors' ruse of bringing in contraband by 

hiding it in the tops of the sea boots.  

Footloose 
Uninhibited or spontaneous. The bottom of a triangular sail is called the foot, and a "loose-footed sail" is 

one attached fore and aft, but unsecured along the boom itself and 
able to dance freely in the wind if the clew (aft end) is freed.  

Hard up 
Destitute, fallen on hard or trying times, this is derived from "hard 

up the helm," an order to place the tiller as far to windward as pos-
sible during difficult weather, thus turning the ship's head away 

from the wind so she might ride easier.  

Touch and go 
Often used to describe a tricky or delicate situation, this phrase     

refers to a ship touching bottom with her keel but being able to continue without grounding solidly. It espe-
cially highlights those suspenseful few seconds all boat owners experience at some point — that period of 

alternating curses and prayers between touching bottom and reaching the safety of deeper water.  

 

Posh 
The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed the birth of the golden age of travel. Huge, opulent luxury 

liners began crossing the globe, all constructed to provide the wealthy of the day a means of traveling 
about in style — meals equal to the world's finest hotels, orchestras for dancing, a small army of stewards 

to wait on passengers hand and foot. One perk available for those willing to shell out a little extra was 
found aboard the P&O steamship line, a major shipping company of the day serving China and India. Well-
heeled travelers always requested the cooler cabins located on the shady side of the ship while crossing 

the Indian Ocean, cabins that P&O charged a premium for in addition to the already substantial fare. 

As port was the shady side on the outbound leg (with starboard being the sought-after side on the return or 
inboard portion of the trip) passengers who requested such cabins had the letters POSH (port outward, 
starboard homeward) printed on their tickets, introducing a new word for elegant or fashionable into the 

English language. 



 

FHM Red  

or  

Pinot Gris 

$11.49 ea. 

Try one now! 
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NEW FHM TEAM MEMBER 

Please join us in welcoming our new bookkeeper, 

Sandra Davis. Our previous bookkeeper, Mailene 

Smith, has moved on to bigger and better things, 

and we wish her all the best along the way!  

When Sandra is not keeping the checks checked 

and the balances balanced, she enjoys crafty            

hobbies such as embroidery and sewing.  

And just like all of us, Sandra enjoys relaxing on 

the water.  We are very happy to have her aboard! 

accounting@fossharbor.com 

 

YOUR OWN WINE       
LABEL...                      

WINE NOT? 
 Do you want to salute your beautiful 

boat,  treasured  relationships or favorite 

family member? (your pet, of course!)  

We can make it happen, and for less $ 

than you think… 

Inquire at the marina market, or email 

Melynda@fossharbor.com  



 

             FHM Residents, We Need Your Help!  

The city of Tacoma may decide to take our big blue                 

recycling bins away if trash and other non-recyclable 

items continue to be put inside! Ever see the recycling 

truck come through, yet the recycle dumpsters remain 

full? This is because they will not separate our trash for 

us. Despite our best efforts to sort and separate just 

before the trucks come, if trash is put on top in the 

meantime, they won’t pick it up. Please read the section 

below to help understand what is recyclable.  

Here are the major issues we've been                                 

experiencing. Numerical designation refers to city                

provided info card, shown at right. 

• Drink and food canned goods MUST BE RINSED 

OUT. This applies to glass recycling as well.              

Remove any metal lids from glass containers and dis-

card. 

• Soiled paper products ( i.e. napkins, paper plates, 

paper towels, tissue, pizza boxes, etc.) are                         

considered garbage. These items should go in with 

normal trash. 

• Scrap metal, wood products, Styrofoam and foam rubber, garden hoses, cloth items. Cardboard shipping 

containers must be devoid of foam-type packing materials which are garbage.                                                     

• NO LOOSE PLASTIC SHOULD BE PLACED IN RECYCLE BINS—No plastic bags, no plastic 

garbage bags, no plastic wrappings, no plastic soda rings.  

We realize that these extra steps take up time. Not doing so, however, results in bigger issues that extend to all 

the users of this service when the containers are not emptied on the scheduled pick-up days. With just a small 

amount of pre-planning from all of us, we can continue to utilize this important service. Losing our recycling 

bins will harm the environment and significantly increase the utility fee paid by every slip holder, due to the 

higher cost of trash disposal. Please review the additional information provided and if you have any questions, 

feel free to ask. Thank you!             
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These items will not be accepted in the big blue recycle bins: 

1. Garbage 

2. Ashes (any type) cigarette butts, briquettes, or c at litter 

3. Glass. Clean bottles and jars go into glass recycling bins 

4. Non-recyclable glass (ceramics, baking dishes, light bulbs,    

mirrors, drinking glasses, etc. go in the garbage) 

5. Pizza Boxes, food contaminated items or non-recyclable paper 

products (paper plates/cups, napkins, paper towels, etc.) 

6. Clothing/fabric, shoes or toys 

7. Diapers or feminine hygiene products 

8. Garden hoses, pet food/cement bags, FOAM or STYROFOAM 

9. Scrap metal, wood or yard waste 

10. Hazardous waste or automotive containers (oil, transmission 

fluid, antifreeze, etc.) 

11. Medical or biohazard waste (needles, bags, tubing, etc.) 

12. Loose shredded paper (must be bagged in a paper bag in order 

to be recycled)  

NOT ACCEPTED 
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Are you ready to get 
out of your slip? 
Do you happen to have 
the quarantine blues? 
You have vacation to 
use from work but  
unsure how to use or 
when you will able to travel? 
Are the San Juan Islands on your bucket list or may 
just want to go back with new friends? 
 
Please join Brandon and Dayna Bergstrom as they are 
planning to visit the San Juan’s at the end of July 
for 2 weeks! If your interested in joining them, 
feel free to give them a text or call. Tentative 
travel plans consist of heading north on the 24th of 
July. Stops along the way will include the Ballard 
locks, lake Washington, Port Ludlow, Port Townsend 
and Anacortes. They will be then hitting Friday  
Harbor, Roche Harbor and Lopez Island before heading 
back south.  Traveling south will include stops at 
La Conner, Everett and Poulsbo before making their 
way back to FHM.  
 
Many of you might know that Seafair 2021 is the 
weekend of August 6-8. So before heading from  
Poulsbo back to FHM, This would be a good time to 
make one final appearance in Lake Washington to           
enjoy some fresh water fun as the Blue Angels are 
flying high!!! 
 
Again, if your interested in traveling at trawler 
pace with a group of people that enjoy boating, have 
vacation/time to burn and want some sort of                     
socializing, give the Bergstroms a call                             
@ 206-450-8993. 

                                                                                                                   

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

1982 Kent Ranger 8.5 sailboat - $5,500  

For more info, please go to: 

https://seattle.craigslist.org/tac/boa/d/tacoma-1982-kent-ranger-85-

sailboat/7300378914.html  

Or email: svrubicon31@gmail.com 

 

 

West Marine storage box, asking $300.00.  

(Same boxes new sell for about $650.00.) Please email or call:     

mjmilburn1@gmail.com - 425-736-2962 

Thanks! 

 

  


