
Following Seas 

It’s difficult to believe that we’re already well into August, with some 

boaters already putting in their move-out notices for season’s end. It 

truly feels like just yesterday that we were planting flowers, scrubbing 

the docks and preparing for summer. Even in the midst of a major 

worldwide pandemic, time flies when you’re on the water. Although the 

end of summer is visible over the horizon, cruising season is just 

beginning for many. With two of the major boating holidays behind us 

and the kids soon heading back to school (well, sort of), the pristine 

waters of the Puget Sound will be calm and much less crowded than 

they were just a few short weeks ago.  

 

Last weekend, one of our long-time live-aboard couples started a new 

chapter in their lives, leaving the friendly confines of Foss Harbor to sail 

south along the Pacific coast to Mexico and beyond. These were people that were a part of the Foss Harbor family for several years, 

including the last three as full-time live-aboards. Having worked at Foss Harbor for eight years now, I’ve said many goodbyes and watched 

countless sailors cast their lines off and head north through Commencement Bay for the last time. While this is often an exciting - yet 

bittersweet - moment, this one stuck with me more than most. Maybe it’s due to the fact that saying goodbye is never easy, even if you’re 

not necessarily the closest of friends. Perhaps it was because I admired the incredible courage it must take to leave an entire life behind - 

including your career, friends, family members, vehicles, possessions – to embark upon a daunting voyage into an uncertain future. Last 

Saturday morning, I probably spent close to ten minutes just watching as these two sailors scurried about the boat making final preparations 

and double-checking every last detail. I watched as a veritable parade of family members and dock neighbors stopped by to see them off and 

wish them well in their endeavor. I’d said my goodbye the night before, but thought I’d wander down and say it one more time. It was at 

this moment that I realized the primary source of my melancholy: whatever role I had played in this journey had ended. No, I didn’t hoist 

the sails or plot any of the courses or apply the new non-skid on deck; my role was a different one. As marina operators, our job is to 

facilitate and provide support for the enjoyment of others, both directly and indirectly. Yes, we provide safe harbor for hundreds of vessels, 

as well as a variety of amenities and conveniences, but that’s not why Foss Harbor is different. What makes Foss Harbor special is the 

people – both those who work here and those who call it home. Our role in this couple’s journey, however small, was to foster 

relationships and a sense of community throughout the last several years. As I said my goodbye, the night before departure, it was evident 

to me that their time here would always be remembered and that the friendships made would last a lifetime.  

 

With all the last-minute checks complete and final embraces given, I watched as bow and stern lines were untied and hoisted aboard. I 

descended from my office and strolled along the esplanade, walking towards the bay as the sailing vessel headed out of the waterway, 

growing ever smaller on the horizon. I still felt a tinge of sadness, but also a sense of happiness to have been a part of this particular journey. 

 

Whether your adventures take you to Mexico, Alaska, Canada or just the San Juan Islands, we are honored to be your home port and look 

forward to hearing about your journeys, too. See you around the marina.   

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

  Tides & Times 
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August 1, 2020 



 

 
 

Three years. That’s how long we’ve been liveaboards at Foss Harbor Marina. 
We leave August 1 to start the next chapter.  
Mary and I first came to FHM in 2015 when we purchased our first sailboat, 
a1983 Catalina 36. We kept her on R dock for almost two years. During that 
time we came to love being on the boat, going out for weekends to 
Quartermaster Harbor and cruising the South Sound. We started meeting 
other boaters and learning about boating and sailing.  
We were renting in southeast Tacoma, and enjoyed coming down to the boat 
to stay on weekends even when we didn’t go out. It planted the bug to want 
to live aboard. But, we knew we would need a larger boat, that was better 
equipped (like having heat…). 
That prompted us to begin the infamous perusing of Yachtworld and other 
online boat listings. We didn’t know what we didn’t know, but we did know 
we wanted a sailboat that looked good and was fun to sail, and had amenities 
(like heat…). 
There was a budget limit, too.  
I looked at listings up and down the west coast, but didn’t find a boat we were interested in that we could also afford. Our original 
intent was to liveaboard at the marina and cruise the Puget Sound, and into BC. We also decided we wanted a boat that was capable 
of bluewater in case we decided to venture further afield. I found Cassiopeia (1997 Bavaria 46 Exclusive sloop) on Yachtworld, listed 
by a broker in St. Marten in the Caribbean. 
Buying a boat in the Caribbean seemed outlandish, but something about her hooked me and I kept coming back. She had new sails 
and rigging, beautiful sapele woodwork, a nice layout, a large centerline master berth (no more crawling into a V berth) with what 
looked like a stripper pole (actually an attachment from the deck rigging through to the hull), and…a diesel heater.  
She’s a “performance cruiser”. The first owner raced her on Lake Constance in Germany for ten years, and then took her to the 
Mediterranean and sailed across the Atlantic and back. The next owner made some upgrades and they sailed her across the Atlantic 
again to the Caribbean. She seemed to have all the basics we were looking for. 
I finally showed the listing to Mary. 

In the late spring of 2016 we moved the Catalina to G dock to reserve a larger 
slip while we began discussions with the broker about Cassiopeia. In early July 
we placed a deposit and commissioned a survey. July 23, 2016 we were 
married (ceremony on the foredeck of our Catalina) with family in attendance 
on the dock. We planned a honeymoon/vacation/boat buying trip to SXM in 
August to see Cassiopeia in person, and bought her. We sold the Catalina the 
day we left for SXM. 
All the time we intended to bring her “home” to the PNW after hurricane 
season. 
We returned to SXM the following spring, taking six weeks to sail her with the 
help of a captain from SXM to Tampa Bay, FL. There she was loaded on a truck 
for the trip to Tacoma. After having new bottom paint and the mast stepped, 
and polishing and waxing, we brought her home to FHM. 
However, the trip through the Caribbean changed our plans. We realized we 

could sail and live somewhere where the water was warm and it was sunny much of the year. 
So we’re headed off to Mexico and the Sea of Cortez. I retired this month and Mary hung up her real estate license. We’ve been 
working hard the last several months to add some upgrades and make some repairs. Things like a lithium battery, high output 
alternator, solar panels, and radar. 
We plan to spend a few weeks in San Francisco Bay, then meander down the southern California coast to San Diego. Insurance says 
we have to wait for the end of hurricane season (November 1) to sail down the Pacific Coast of Baja. So we have lots of time. 
If you ever want to check up on us, we have a blog/web site: www.asailof2hearts.com. There’s a link to a tracking page where you 
can see updates on our progress and read more. We still have family here, so there will be occasional trips back to visit. Our current 
intent is to stay in the SOC for a couple of years. Then we’ll see. 
We’ll miss the relationships we’ve developed here and the beautiful summers. The views of Mt. Rainier. Fireworks in Quartermaster 
Harbor. We won’t miss the boats creating wakes and passing uncomfortably close. Maybe someday we’ll miss the cold and gray, or 
not…doesn’t look we’ll need that heater as much now. 
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Fair Winds & Following Seas, Friends…   

A Sail of Two Hearts 

http://www.asailof2hearts.com


 

 
 

Foss Harbor Marina is many things to many people. Foss Harbor is a vacation, or retreat. Foss 

Harbor is recreation. Foss Harbor is an office, a meeting place, a place of learning. Foss Harbor is a 

place of new friendships, and marriage proposals. New born babies have been brought home for the 

first time, turning two into three. For some, Foss Harbor is HOME.                                                           

Thank you for being here.  

 

 

Hi, I’m Emma. I’m a 3 year old 

German Shepherd. I just moved to 

Tacoma and aboard a Catalina 

sailboat. My humans, Mike & Shelley 

are pretty rad. They know my 

favorite snacks are cheese and 

popsicles. I love to stop and smell 

the flowers and am getting lots of  

sea time under my belt. Maybe I will 

make captain someday!  

Thanks Mike & Shelley! 

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Submit your photos to Melynda@fossharbor.com 

         Foss Photo of the Month 
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Photo by Pat McGregor 

Do you have a beautiful, fun, or unusual picture of the marina, waterway or Tacoma? Submit your photos to Melynda@fossharbor.com 

Pets on the Poopdeck 



 

DOCK STORAGE REMINDER 
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FHM MASKS ARE BACK! Sizes medium 
& large sizes $13.59 

 

Foss Harbor Marina residents, it’s summertime and 

we are seeing a significant increase in the number of 

human-powered watercraft and dinghies being stored 

at the marina. Unfortunately, many of them are being 

stored on the docks, finger piers or in the shared 

space in between slips. Under no circumstances can 

any finger piers be used for storage of watercraft, bi-

cycles, or anything else that will prevent safe, unob-

structed access –particularly at night or in an                 

emergency. Anyone in violation of this policy will be 

notified and asked to address this safety issue.  

 

As per marina rules, any additional watercraft need to 

be kept onboard your vessel or, if your slip is large 

enough, kept in front or aft of your vessel – provided that it does not extend more than 2’ beyond 

the finger pier. Please do not side tie kayaks, paddleboards or tenders in your slip, as it will almost 

certainly be infringing on your neighbor and the shared space between spaces needed for safe      

docking and maneuvering. If you don’t have room in your existing slip for these small ancillary            

watercraft, your options include obtaining a larger slip, a storage locker or storing them on deck. 

The marina also has a limited number of dinghy storage spaces, so feel free to contact the marina 

office if you’d like more information. Thank you for cooperation! 

  YES NO-NO 

 Dockton Park Marina Project at 
Quartermaster Harbor/Vashon-Maury 

Islands CLOSURE Scuttlebutt 
 

A long bulkhead removal project will prohibit access to the 
shoreline from the marina, and other Dockton Park facilities, 
during an upcoming fish window (when forage fish are 
unlikely to be in the area).  

Most of the facility closures will occur July 27 - September 
30, 2020.  

 

We want to make sure the boating community is aware of 
these projects as they plan their voyages the next couple of 
months. 

You can sign up to receive email newsletter updates about 
the work at Dockton, go to: 

 http://bit.ly/docktonparknews 

 
If you have any questions, please call King County Parks at 
(206) 477-4527 or email: parksinfo@kingcounty.gov 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fdocktonparknews&data=02%7C01%7CJennifer.Devlin%40kingcounty.gov%7Cf24cba0e3a7544d5fd8d08d829d18824%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637305327187430412&sdata=03bf8MYCZcPHfVHZ
mailto:parksinfo@kingcounty.gov


 

 

 

Fiberglass Boarding Steps 

 

5 steps, dimensions: 

- Base: 24"wide x 60" long 

(steps are a little narrower) 

- 46" high to top step 

- 77" high to top of hand rail 

 

Storage compartment for 

lines, hoses, etc. 

Asking $450 obo (West 

Marine sells these for over 

$1,000) 

We are located on Dock P6 

Cell:  703-402-9420 

Yanmar 2GM20(F) Rebuilt Engine for Sale, 

Gig Harbor Area 

$7200 

Speak/text with Chris at (503) 840-5775 or write to 

chris.jackson44@comcast.net  

mailto:chris.jackson44@comcast.net

