February 1, 2020

Tides & Times

If You're Called Upon to Help, Will You be Ready?

As a mariner, whether recreational, professional or military, our choice of
hobby or work comes with a unique set of circumstances not found in other
hobbies or industries. Traditions passed down throughout the generations
dictate that we, all of us, are responsible to help others on the water, just as
others are responsible to help us when we need it. Quite often, hailing the
Coast Guard on 16 won’t get a response by vessel, rather, your emergency
will be relayed, by the same channel 16, to all other boaters in the area asking
if anyone can assist. Are you ready to lend a hand?

I have spent over 23 years on the water, and in that time, I have assisted with
a few search and rescues. All, except for one, have ended in a positive outcome. In each of those instances, a skill set that myself, or the crew I was working with, had practiced often had come in very
handy. Many times, it was something as simple as knowing a specific knot so that in a rough rip current with the boats bouncing
around, I didn’t have to fumble trying to remember a knot to securely fasten a tow line to a disabled vessel. Another time, it
was having practiced engine commands with the crew so that I could “run” the boat from the deck, passing instructions to
crew members in the wheelhouse on what helm and engine movements were needed, so that we could safely approach a capsized dragon boat and pull it’s 18 or so occupants from the cold Thea Foss waters.
Have you ever towed another vessel? Do you know how your vessel will handle with another boat tied alongside or towed
behind? Do you know where the strongest points to tie down on your boat are so that you don’t rip cleats out of the deck or
do some other damage or worse, hurt someone? (hint, that tiny cleat on the swim step is probably not the best spot) Have
you ever attempted to lift someone out of the water and onto your boat when they are limp (simulating hypothermia or unconsciousness)? Do you have enough blankets onboard to begin warming someone who has been in the water too long? Keep
in mind, it might by YOU that was in the water too long… that said, do the people you boat with, your family and friends,
know at least the basics of how to operate your boat? Do you go over safety information before getting underway so that everyone onboard is ready to help or knows where to stay out of the way if needed?
I just gave you a lot to think about, didn’t I? It’s all fun and games until someone gets hurt, they say.
As we prepare for the coming boating season, many of us are calling detailers to clean and wax our boats. Some of us are
scheduling needed maintenance with our preferred shop or mobile mechanic. I wonder, though, how many of us are thinking
about what could go wrong and how to prepare or prevent it? Making safety drills a part of your boating season preparation
may be the difference between a great summer of cruising and a disaster.
For more information on safety drills for boating, check out this month’s “Aid to Navigation”.
See you on the docks!

Tarin Todd, Marina Manager
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In this month’s Aid to Navigation, I want to give you some resources for practicing Safety Drills onboard your boat. What
happens if you have a fire? What happens if one of your passengers, or you, happen to fall overboard? What if you hit
something and start taking on water? These are all very real emergencies that can arise at any time and being prepared to
handle them, or to assist someone else who is in distress, can make the difference between life and death. Every boat is
different and so how you would need to run your drills may vary. The resources below should give you some good ideas on
where to begin. Feel free to stop into the marina office as well, we are always happy to help if we can.

https://hi-tide.com/safety-drills-that-could-save-your-life-on-the-water/
https://www.onthewater.com/boating-emergencies-tips-for-handling-trouble-at-sea
https://www.amsea.org/post/2019/04/05/emergency-drills-ensure-crew-readiness
https://www.powerandmotoryacht.com/voyaging/safety-drills-how-prepare-worst

Tarin Todd, MM

Thanks to everyone who stopped by
Boat Show booth #819 to say hello;
we had a great time!

*REMINDER* PICK UP YOUR NEW KEYS PLEASE
PSSSTT! Do you have a storage locker here at the marina? We have
called all 96 storage locker residents, yet have not seen some of your
bright shiny faces here in the office.

Due to the increase of criminal activity along the entire waterfront, Foss
Harbor has taken action. We have installed heavy-duty locker hasps & locks on
all 96 storage units on-site. A refundable deposit of $25.00 has been assessed
to everyone’s account and this includes the heavy-duty lock and one key;
additional keys will each be the standard $20.00 key deposit. If you have your
own hasp installed, you may keep it on as an added security measure; however, please make sure the office has
a copy of your key or combo in case we need to access the unit in an emergency.

We will see you soon to pick up your new keys!
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2020 UPDATES TO MARINA RULES AND REGULATIONS
FHM Residents,
We have recently updated and amended the FHM rules and regulations. I have emailed
this current edition to all marina tenants and it supplants the version issued to you upon
your arrival to the marina. A brief synopsis of the most noteworthy changes are as
follows:
Section 23. Compliance with Rules & Regulations – All vessels moored at the marina must remain seaworthy and operational for the duration of the moorage agreement. The marina may request a demonstration of mechanical functionality and
seaworthiness at any time. Boats will occasionally break down and require maintenance, which is simply a fact of boat ownership. This amendment is designed more to ensure that vessels are regularly maintained and, if they do break down, repaired
within a timely manner. An inoperable or derelict vessel is a safety and environmental hazard, as well as a visual nuisance to
other slip holders.
Section 24. Parking – Only one parking permit will be issued to new slip licensees. New licensees may obtain one additional
temporary permit for an additional vehicle, provided that the additional vehicle does not remain stationary for longer than
three days. Current residents who already have a second permanent parking permit are not impacted by this change at this
time, although their vehicles must also be in active use and not be parked in one space for longer than three days. No resident
will be permitted to have more than two vehicles on siter at any time, without prior written consent of the marina (See addendum #1 at end of document for more details regarding parking policies).
Section 38. Behavior – Due to a number of complaints, quiet hours at the marina are now between 10PM and 7AM. This
means that parties or loud noise of any kind (i.e. music, television) is prohibited after 10PM. Repeated violations of this rule will
result in termination of offending party’s moorage agreement.
I encourage all marina residents to review this document at their convenience. Many items remain unchanged, but it’s always a
good idea to refresh our collective understanding of what is and isn’t acceptable at the marina. As always, I also welcome your
feedback and am available to answer any questions or provide assistance with anything you need. Thank you and I look forward
to seeing you around the marina!
Ian Wilkinson, CMO

FOSS PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Yowzah! What a breathtaking sunrise
picture captured by Mary Lamberson on G
dock. We’ve said it before and we’ll say it
again, how lucky are we to live in the great
Pacific Northwest?? Thank you for sharing,
Mary!!
Do you have a beautiful, interesting, or unique
photo of the marina, waterway, or Tacoma? Want it
to be our next Foss photo of the month?
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HAPPENINGS
Come see all Freedom Boat
Club has to offer!
We own the boats, you own the water!
A FREEDOM BOATING MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES...…
•

A full membership for you and your partner.

Unlimited access to our 4 Locations: Tacoma, Olympia,
Bremerton & Poulsbo.
•

Pilot house boats, cuddy cabin cruisers, custom pontoons,
fishing boats, wakeboard series boats, bowriders & sailboats!
•

Sara Mulligan
(360) 362-4800

•

Free reciprocal access to over 200+ clubs.

•

Freedom Boat Club locations Nationwide, Canada &
Europe.

Membership Executive
Freedom Boat Club
Drop-ins welcome, but to plan your
boat ride, RSVP by replying to this
email. Call or text me!

•

Unlimited, 7 day a week boating with most plans.

•

No vessel cleaning, dock fees or maintenance hassles.

Free training with our certified instructors.
*Excludes Sailing Certifications
•

Area social events and clubs with other FBC members.

•

Liability, hull and mechanical insurance coverage.

Open House is this Saturday,
February 8th at our
Tacoma location 9 am - 2 pm
Foss Harbor Marina
821 Dock Street, #204,
Tacoma WA 98402

PETS ON THE POOP DECK
Sammy was a dog, but no ordinary dog was she. For
she was a Salty Sea Dog, that spent many a day at sea.

Aboard a cruising yacht the ‘Hollywood’, for a dogs
life is never a race. Her favorite place was the cockpit,
where she could feel the wind in her face. So gentle
and so sweet, maybe someday on R dock, you’ll meet.

Thank you Eric for the picture of your sweet Sammy!
Do you have a pet on your poop deck? Send a photo to
melynda@fossharbor.com!
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Your ad here for FREE Submit to: melynda@fossharbor.com

Dock box for sale,
$250 OBO.
contact Todd:
253-677-7424

If you or someone you love has suffered from lack of
jazz, please contact Lauren Woodyard
for saxophone and clarinet lessons.
720-317-7273 or email:
woodyardlauren@gmail.com —All ages
welcome!

1979 Cape Dory 30 $12,500
Listing agent CPYB Matt Palmer
253-310-7162 matt@nwyachtnet.com
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