February 1, 2022

Tides & Times
With a Little Help From Our Friends
I hope everyone is surviving the winter well. Overall, it’s been pretty mild
(except for that snow). Lately, we’ve had the following matters come
across our desks more than usual, so, just a couple policy reminders for
everyone before the sun comes out and we all get busy boating:
•

•

•

When selling your boat, whether you use a broker or sell it on your
own, please check in at the marina office and give us a heads up. There are times when the slip is not
transferable and the new owner will need to arrange for other moorage elsewhere. We can usually work with
them for a short term stay while they line up new accommodations. Please Note: liveaboard status is never
transferrable. We have a lengthy waitlist for liveaboard status and will need to work down that list, so when
selling your boat, please make this known to your potential buyer.
Parking at the marina is for marina related business only. This means you either live at the marina as a
liveaboard, you are actively involved with marina activities, working or playing on your boat, or are out cruising.
We cannot allow tenants to store cars here. If you are going out on the boat for an extended period of time,
please notify the office and we will direct you where to park for a long-term stay. As policy, any vehicle parked
on the property must be moved every 3 days unless you are out cruising and have notified the office. Any other
vehicles can be ticketed and/or towed. As a tenant, you are responsible for your guests and any infractions
incurred by your guests will be charged to your marina account. We also are not able to accommodate overnight parking or storage for campers, RVs or trailers of any kind. Please give us a hand and be sure not to count
on using the marina parking as a storage facility.
Guest Parking Passes: Guest passes are available for one guest car Monday through Thursday. Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday guests should park in one of the Republic pay lots on either side of the marina. Often there is free
street parking just north of the Seaport Museum. Also north of us by Rock the Dock Pub there is a Republic
Parking lot that has a public dock attached. This makes it very easy for your guests to pay and then load up on
your boat. If more than a few hours or a day is needed, the Republic Parking App can be downloaded and your
guests can pay for multiple days.

If you have any questions regarding policies, please feel free to call or e-mail, we are here 7 days a week to help you!
Treat each other with kindness, and I will see you on the docks,
Tarin
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Boating season is still a couple months away, but now is the time to prepare for the season. In addition to preparing
the boat, there’s preparation that you should do for yourself. If it’s been a while since you’ve been on the water,
now is a good time to refresh your knowledge of the rules of the road, practice safety drills in the unlikely event of
an emergency and train your crew, those who regularly boat with you. Like any other skill, boating skills can fade
when not actively used. Preparing early will ensure a much safer and happier cruising season. Below are a few links
to help you prepare for the season:
https://parks.state.wa.us/988/Boat-prepared
https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/floating-plan.php
https://www.uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/
Tarin Todd, MM

Come see us at the 2022 Boat
Show. Reserve your free tickets
before they’re gone!
Join the Foss Harbor Marina team in person
once again for the 2022 Seattle Boat Show!
We'll be in booth #819, which is in the East Hall
- just like in previous years. Make sure to stop
by to say hello!
We still have just a handful of FREE guest tickets left; if you are interested, please call
the marina office at 253-272-4404 to reserve. See you there!

PETS ON THE POOPDECK
When Luna (black) & Artemis (white) are
not busy sprinting through my apartment
at top speed, playing with my shoes, or
chasing ghosts, they're napping— either
curled up with each other or in my lap.
They've never been apart a day in their
lives and it shows!
Thank you Elise W. for your submission!

Do you have a pet on your
poopdeck? We love them all! So… pretty please with
sugar on top send a picture of your critter to
melynda@fossharbor.com and we’ll feature your
beloved pet in our newsletter for all to admire!
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Did you just buy a new boat and want to have a re-naming ceremony? Are
you tired of the name you currently have on your boat and want a fresh start?
Well, Foss Harbor has some ideas for you! Try not to smile...
•

Ich Bin Ein Bayliner

•

•

Knotty Buoy

•

•

Sea-cret Hide-aweigh

•

•

Ship for Brains

•

•

Miss Fortune

•

•

Bouys of Summer

•

Miss Fortune

•

Sea-nick Route

•

Aloan at Last

•

•

Bering in Mind

•

•

Aquadesiac

•

•

A Fishy Nado

•

•

Fin and Tonic

•

•

Fear Knot

•

Buoyonce

•

Row vs. Wade

•

Unortho-Docks

•

•

In Decent Seas

•

•

Bail Out

•

•

Flotus

•

•

Aye Candy

•

In a Meeting

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

She Got The House
Feeling Nauti
Usain Boat
Nautiboy
Unsinkable II
Aboat Time
To Sea or Knot To Sea
Costaplenty
Beeracuda
Passing Wind
She’ll Get Over It
Hydro Therapy
Bow Movement
Farfrompuken
The Codfather
Pier Pressure
Cirrhosis of the River
Campbells Condensed Sloop
Marlin Monroe
Dijabringabeeralong
Moor Often Than Knot
Yeah Buoy

FOR SALE

1979 Catalina, 27 ft sailboat. 8hp Tohatsu outboard engine (just tuned up). With a
moderate sail package. Asking $6,200. OBO. Please call or email Chris.
frankenfiddles@gmail.com
360-808-6946
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America’s Boating Club of Tacoma and South Puget Sound (aka Tacoma Power Squadron) is offering
various boating classes as part of our national safe boating organization. Our mission is to provide
fellowship through monthly meetings and rendezvous, conduct vessel safety checks, as well as providing a
wide array of boating courses and seminars. Starting with our basic boating course, members and nonmembers alike can take a series of courses that serve to increase their navigation skills. Our courses utilize
both in-class and Zoom formats. The following is a list of some of the courses we offer:
•
•

•
•
•

ABC’s of Boating, as well as Seamanship, for those who are new to the boating world
Courses from Piloting / Advanced Piloting, which include: Charting, Bearings, Dead Reckoning through
use of a Sextant, and the effects of the Tides and Currents, to teach you how to determine your location
anywhere on the water.
How to use marine-specific equipment such as your radio, electronic navigation equipment, and radar.
Sail which covers terminology, types of rigs and hulls, signals and rules of the road, theory of sailing,
ect.
Engine Maintenance course that discusses outboard, inboard, and diesel engines.
Courses in cruising and weather knowledge.

You do not need to be a member to take a course, however, members do enjoy significant discounts on
pricing. To find out more about our organization and course offerings, check us out on the internet at
tacomapowerandsailsquadron.org or get a top-down view of our national organization at
americasboatingclub.org. Both sites have contact information.

Tips To Prepare for Spring Boating

By Steve McLenachen

If you want to be safe while you are boating, you will have to put a lot of work into preparation. Of course,
knowing what to do when you are out on the water is crucial, but nine out of ten sticky situations on the
water can be avoided if you simply put the right amount of care into boat maintenance. With spring coming
around, there are going to be plenty of boaters heading out onto the water, but many of them are going to
forget to go over their vessel before doing so. If you want to enjoy your hobby safely, you will take a day to
take a look at your boat and make sure that all is well before taking her out. Here are some crucial tips and
reminders of what to look for when you are going over your boat in anticipation of the spring boating
season.

Get Boat Ready for Spring by Cleaning It
The first thing you’ll want to do before you take your boat out is making sure that
it’s clean, and that is likely not the case if it has been sitting all winter. Depending
on the composition of your boat, you will have your own way to clean it, whether it
consists of brushes, rags, or anything else. A clean boat is not only more pleasant
to work on, but you can avoid anything compromising the integrity of your vessel
by ensuring that you keep it clean. Of course, there is also the matter of a cleaner
boat going faster due to a more hydrodynamic shape, though that will likely be
negligible.
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Tips, con’t from page 3

Dewinterize Boat
You will also want to learn how to de-winterize a boat to
ensure that your spring boating goes as smoothly as possible. Everyone has different ways to winterize their vessel,
so the undoing will depend on what you did to prepare your
boat for the winter. As such, this process can range from
simple to complex. If you are de-winterizing a boat that has
been sitting around all winter, then all you have to do is follow all of the rudimentary checks that we will be covering. If
you actually took your boat out over the winter season,
there are probably some treatments and accessories that
will have to be removed.

Check The Hull
One of the most important things that you can do before
you take your boat on the water this spring is to go over the
hull for any potential issues. Even scrapes and scratches
will need to be checked out as they may eventually cause
problems which can compromise your hull in the long term.
In addition to the hull, it self, you will also want to check out
Photo by “Over Tacoma”. Follow them on Facebook & Instagram!
the rudder and its fittings, the prop and its shaft, and all of the
other mechanical bits that are visible from the exterior. You may also want to note any other minor maintenance issues that can either be handled immediately or at another time.

Ensure That Your Safety Equipment Is in Working Order
The end of the winter season is also an excellent time to ensure that all of the safety gear on your boat is
intact. Visually inspect your life jackets and do the same with any life rings or throwable cushions. Other
than flotation devices, you will also want to go over your first aid kit, and flares if you are planning on going
out into deeper water. While you may not ever need your safety equipment, you will be happy to have gone
over it if you ever do end up requiring it.

Check Anchor and Pumps
If you have a larger boat, you will also need to go over some of the heavier equipment like your anchor and
the bilge pumps. Make sure that your anchor’s windlass is not having any trouble moving and go over the
chain to ensure that there are no signs of rust or other problems. Your boat’s pumps can also be rather
finicky when you compare them to some of the other components so it would make sense to take a look at
them as well. Most of the time, the pumps will be located in the bilge to ensure that there isn’t too much
water pooling in the hull of your boat.

Check Electrical Systems
If you have systems that are run by a battery on your boat, you will also want to make sure that everything
is going smoothly in that domain. First off, you will want to check your deep-cycle battery to ensure that it
has a sufficient charge, as you won't be able to run anything otherwise. Once you are sure that all is well
with the battery, you can move on to the wiring, as you will have to make sure that every connection is as
secure as possible. Finally, the last thing you will need to go over will be the electronics themselves, as
they may also be prone to malfunction or other issues.

Check Motor/Engine
If your boat has a motor, you will also want to make sure that you give it a once-over, as you don’t want to
be stranded on the water due to an unreliable propulsion system. As a boat owner, it is likely that you are
rudimentarily acquainted with motors, so this shouldn’t be too much of an issue. Ensure that oil levels
are fine, inspect for any damage, and make sure that all is well to ensure that your motor will keep
working well.
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Your ad here for FREE Submit to: melynda@fossharbor.com

J & G Marine Supply will be
Pulling Up Anchor
Due to loss of lease, our store will be closing at the end
of February 2022. We invite you to stop by and take
advantage of sale pricing starting January 3rd.
Discounts will be offered on all stock items in order to
clear out inventory.
Electronics and other services including special order
items may continue to be placed at regular prices.
A grateful and sincere thank you to all of our loyal customers for your business and great friendship over the
over the past four decades. If you have any
questions, please contact us at
253-572-4217.
Don Jacobsen, Ken Jocobsen, & Byron Dahl
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