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                                      Following Seas 

With the hustle and bustle of the holidays behind us, 

it’s time to turn our focus towards a new - hopefully 

better - year. It’s hard to believe we’re already               

preparing the marina for the upcoming season, as it 

seems like last season just ended, but we’re excited 

for the opportunities and challenges that this year will 

surely provide. Thanks to our entire marina                      

community, as well as the Foss Harbor team, for 

helping us get through the last year. The people of 

Foss Harbor are what makes this place great!  

As the calendar turns to January, it can only mean one 

thing: the Seattle Boat Show is again upon us!                       
Obviously the Covid-19 pandemic prevents the normal                         

in-person show from happening, but the Seattle Boat 

Show will still be having a huge, fully interactive digital 

event. This online version will allow attendees to take 

3-D tours of  hundreds of boats, marinas and resorts 

and virtually browse for gear and accessories. There 

are also dozens of educational seminars that can be 

taken online, so you won’t want to miss this year’s  

edition. Foss Harbor is pleased to once again offer our tenants free admission, although guest tickets will be limited. 

If you’re a slip holder and would like up to two (2) free tickets, please email me at Ian@fossharbor.com.  

                                                                                                                                                                                          

In other news, our upcoming N & O-dock renovation project is right around the corner. If you currently have a slip 

on the south side of N-Dock or either side of O-Dock, you will need to move your boat to your temporary slip no 

later than January 15th. Vessels moored on the north side of N-Dock (i.e., the boat house side) do not need to move 

at this time. Temporary slip assignments were emailed in early December and follow up communication has been 

sent to anyone who has not yet responded. If you have not received this new slip assignment, or if you are interest-

ed in acquiring one of the new 40’ or 42’ slips, please contact the marina office at 253-272-4404 or email me at 

Ian@fossharbor.com. Stay tuned for more information on this exciting new project!  

Thanks again to every one of you who have made Foss Harbor your home. As difficult as 2020 was for most of us, 

the marina team feels fortunate to work with such a wonderful community. We look forward to being able to                   

connect with you again in person soon!  

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

  Tides & Times 

January 2021 

New Slips Coming to Foss Harbor for spring 2021 

mailto:Ian@fossharbor.com
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                          Happy New Year Friends!  

This last year, boating in Puget Sound grew exponentially. With the restrictions put in place due to the pandemic, 

many people chose to get into boating to fulfill their travel desires. With that came a new set of people eager to get 

on the water and experience what we already know; we live in 

one of the best cruising areas this country has to offer.  

As we move into the new year and begin our next round of 

cruising, I hope you, as an experienced boater, will take the            

opportunity, if presented, to help out our new boating friends. 

Think back when you were getting started on the water: the  

excitement, the anxiety of all those rules of the road, the                

frustration of something breaking and not knowing where to 

turn to for help, and of course the mystery of anchoring. 

Boating, as I have written before, is a singular activity, you and 

your crew, on your boat. The closest help, if needed, right there 

on board. Yet, when a mayday goes out, everyone close enough 

to help does so at the drop of an anchor. For a new boater, a “mayday”, at least to them, may not be sinking or a fire, 

it could be a broken head or a leak in a window. When you’re new to something it can become overwhelming very 

quickly. As seasoned mariners, I feel that it is up to us to guide our new water companions. Not just to help them alt-

hough, educated boaters keep everyone on the water safe and we can all help educate.  

Boating is such a social culture. I have always enjoyed arriving at a marina for the night and walking the docks. The 

cruising stories from the day flood the piers, the compliments on each other’s boats, plans for dinner and the sharing 

of crab caught that afternoon. That social culture should carry on into helping newbies get settled into the boating life. 

2020 was a rough year for everyone, for various different reasons, but together, we can make 2021 a better year, es-

pecially on the water. Cruise far, cruise often and cruise safe.  

 

Be kind to one another and I will see you on the docks, 

Tarin   

7 tips to keep you safe on the water this winter 

1. File a float plan: Filing a float plan can be as easy as telling a loved one where you are headed and when you plan to return. Leaving 

this crucial information with someone on shore can help rescuers narrow down where to look if you don’t return when scheduled.                                                                                                                               

2. Always wear a lifejacket: Make sure the lifejacket is Coast Guard-approved and fits properly. Just as important as wearing one 

yourself, you should always make sure the people with you have one on as well. 3. Have some form of communication on you at 

all times: On a boat, the easiest thing to have is a working marine-brand VHF radio and a handheld GPS.  4. Dress for the water, 

not the air: Even though the temperature outside may be 60 to 70 degrees, the water temperature could be near freezing.  5. Know 

the 1-10-1 principle: 1— You have one minute after being submerged in water to get your breathing under control and realize what 

has happened. 10 – After gaining your awareness, there are 10 minutes of meaningful movement to help someone self-recover.                          

1 – There is approximately one hour until hypothermia will set in and someone could become unconscious.  6. Maintain situational 

awareness at all times: As a general safe boating tip, situational awareness should always be maintained when on the water.                 

Whether it be knowing what is happening around the boat, keeping an eye on changing weather or even knowing where the boat is, 

good situational awareness can help a bad situation from getting worse.  7. Always be responsible and never boat under the   

influence: Boating under the influence decreases overall situational awareness and lessens their ability to recognize dangerous situa-

tions before they occur. There should always be a designated boater when heading out. For more info, go to:                                                                      

https://coastguard.dodlive.mil/2014/12/7-tips-to-keep-you-safe-on-the-water-this-winter/ 

http://www.uscgboating.org/safety/float_planning.aspx
http://www.uscgboating.org/safety/life_jacket_wear_wearing_your_life_jacket.aspx
http://www.uscgboating.org/safety/boating_under_the_influence_initiatives.aspx
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FOSS PHOTO OF THE MONTH     

 

Bring your parking pass 

to the marina office to 

be updated with a 2021 

sticker!  Stay updated 

and say hello!  

Thank you to            

Amy from                 

O Dock for         

capturing this 

gorgeous                  

sunrise and              

allowing us to 

share it.  This 

mountain view is                        

definitely a perk 

of living in the 

great PNW,  

wouldn’t you say?  

 PETS ON THE POOPDECK 

This handsome, snuggly boy is Buddy. Buddy loves to cruise aboard his 

boat M/V ‘Perla De Pacifico”. Sometimes, Buddy even lets his pets 

Mark & Mari drive the boat. Don’t let his soft cute exterior fool you, 

though. He is also a mighty sea captain. “Get those fenders out on the 

starboard side and throw me a bone!” 

Thanks Mari for your submission! 

Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send submissions to melynda@fossharbor.com 

Do you have a beautiful or unusual picture of the marina, Tacoma, or surrounding areas? Send it to Melynda@fossharbor.com to be FHM’s photo of the month! 
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Submit your classified to 

melynda@fossharbor.com. It’s FREE! 


