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                     How Well do you Really Know Her? 
She is beautiful, magnificent, fun and a great escape from the everyday rhythm. I am, of 

course, talking about your boat. You have shown her off to your friends, you have had 

family outings. Maybe you’ve owned her long enough to have years of memories 

onboard… but how well do you really know her? 

Boating is a great hobby, a hobby which has defined much of my life personally. But with 

this hobby comes requirements and skill sets that are not found in other hobbies. Self-

reliance is something this hobby will teach you and depending on what type of student 

you are, it can teach you that the hard way or the easy way.  

Today, I want to talk about learning self-reliance in boating “the easy way” and that 

starts with learning all you can about YOUR boat before you ever leave the dock. I can’t tell you how many times I have had to make 

repairs to one system or another while out on a cruise. Anchored at Sucia Island and your head system backs up? Guess what, there 

is no mechanic that’s going to come out there to make repairs, so, are you ready to make those repairs yourself? Are you familiar 

with where all the hoses go? How about where the pumps are located and what they actually do and how they work? Are they re-

buildable or do you just replace them when they fail? Do you have the spare parts to rebuild them if needed? 

What about your onboard fresh water system… imagine that you just developed a leak in your freshwater pump, do you know 

where the water tank is located? Is there a valve to shut off water to the system and isolate the tank in case of a leak in the system? 

Do you know where that valve is located? Do you know what a valve is and how it operates? (not trying to be funny with the last 

one, I have actually met boaters who don’t know these things)  

Recently, I have had chats with a number of boaters regarding one system or another on their boats. The surprising thing to me is 

how little they know about their boat specifically. Simple things like where the head storage tank is located, where the fresh water 

pump is or how the 12-volt system routes through your boat. Those are all simple things to learn and at the same time very common 

systems to have issues while cruising. Boating isn’t like taking a road trip where if you have a problem, you pull over and call for help. 

You may not have that luxury on the water. In addition to that, your “emergency” may be so minor that had you spent some time 

learning about your systems beforehand, you could have carried along spare parts, know where to procure them on your trip or 

have the knowledge and could make the repair yourself, saving your trip, instead of ending the voyage early.  

Learning your boat and all of its systems may seem tedious and overwhelming, but it doesn’t have to be. Start by listing your systems 

on board: 

-Propulsion (Main engines, reverse gears or out-drives, cooling systems, etc.) 

-120-volt electric system (Do you have a generator? How does it operate and what should you know about your power distribu-

tion system? How does your shore power system operate? Do you have a wiring diagram of your system?) 

-12-volt electricity system (Where are your batteries, what are they connected to, do you have a dedicated “house” battery as 

well as dedicated starting batteries? Do you understand the 12-volt power distribution system? Do you have a wiring dia-

gram for your system?) 

-Freshwater (storage tanks, pumps, faucets/taps, hoses, etc.) 

-Blackwater (Toilets/heads, storage tanks, hoses, pumps, macerators, etc.) 

-Saltwater Washdown system (pumps, faucets, hoses)                                                       Con’t on Page 2 
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   Scottie’s  Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                             

Fire. I'd like to take a minute to talk about things that we need to do to help                  

prevent this most feared of boat disasters. Although the topics here pertain to any 

boat, those of you living aboard will want to be most mindful as we tend to put 

much higher demands on our boats systems. 

Many of today's boats have all the modern conveniences of a land based home but 

what we sometimes overlook or forget is that the electricity needed for this 

comes to us via an extension cord. Often times these cords are left for months at 

a time without so much as a thought when in fact they are one of, if not the  

weakest link in the system. Make a regular habit (I try and do this every month) of 

inspecting both ends of your cord and respective boat and pedestal plugs for signs of heat and/or corrosion. If there is any             

discoloration (green or black) it's an early sign of a problem.   DON'T IGNORE THESE WARNINGS.   They are often the result 

of a connection that is loose or damaged. For those of you on 30amp slips, all will accept a threaded ring. This takes the weight 

off of the contact points which over time will begin to  loosen. This causes resistance, then heat, and eventually some type of   

failure.  

I know we all think in terms of the cost of these little extras but they are far cheaper than the cost of repairs or worse.  Some of 

us go years without replacing cords because they "appear" to be fine.  The fact is the wire becomes dry and brittle under                         

continuous use and again begins to cause resistance. These cords should be replaced every 3-5 years. 

Lastly, there are a great many people were are not aware of the fact that there are fire hoses/extinguishers on every dock. Take 

the time to make a mental note as to the nearest location to your boat.  If you have any question about their use we here at the 

marina will be happy to educate you. A quick response with the hoses by individuals can keep it from becoming a much larger 

event. 

Wishing all of you here at Foss Harbor Marina a happy and SAFE holiday season and new year.   

Scottie,  Operation Manager 

Con’t From Page 1 

That is just a short list of systems you may have aboard. After making your list of systems 

specific to your boat, list below each the parts of the systems that you need to learn about or 

become familiar with. Consult with your favorite marine mechanic for advice on your specific 

systems, the parts of them that most often need attention and what parts are smart to carry 

with you onboard so that you can mend a failed system mid-cruise instead of heading home 

and cutting the trip short. There is also a wealth of information on blogs, YouTube channels 

and articles online (always double check what you learn on the internet of course). Having 

this knowledge under your belt can also help you when you are in some remote anchorage 

with a mechanic on the phone. You will both be able to speak the same language as you work to diagnose whatever issue it is that 

caused you to call them in the first place. 

To be honest, it isn’t very fun tearing apart a head system while anchored at a beautiful spot and of course it’ll be 90 degrees that day 

too, BUT, a couple hour repair to continue cruising is way better than spending half the trip learning about the system when it is too 

late. Boating is more than just hopping onboard and leaving the dock, there is much preparation that should be done before you ever 

untie the lines. Spend some time now learning about the systems onboard, it may just save the trip of a lifetime from a premature end.  

See you on the docks!                       Tarin 



                  PARKING LOT UPDATES                 

If you haven't already noticed, gate 6 lot is now open and available 

for use! Stay tuned, the gravel lot will be paved soon, and security 

gates will be up and running! Speaking of security, a few cars have 

recently had their gas tanks drilled and fuel stolen. Please keep 

your eyes peeled when you are out and about, here at the marina 

and at home.  We are hopeful that the addition of the locked gates will 

dramatically reduce these intrusions.   
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Congratulations Tim Cleary!  

Tim took first place in the Pink Boat Regatta in November 2022. 

The Pink Boat Regatta raises funds to fuel smart research to develop 

new paths for breast cancer prevention and a cure. This turns cancer 

patients into survivors, buys precious time, and improves lives. They 

do this through sailing.  

 

If you would like more 

info on the PBR, go to 

www.pinkboatregatta.org 

Sailing photo by:                                                 

Jan’s Marine Photography 

Bring your parking pass into the                   

marina office to be updated with a 

2023   sticker.                                                      

Stay updated and say hello!  

  Come see us at the 2023 Boat Show.                                

Reserve your free tickets while supplies last! 

Join the Foss Harbor Marina team in person once again for the 

2022 Seattle Boat Show! We'll be in the East Hall - just like in 

previous years. Make sure to stop by to say hello! 

We have a small allotment of FREE guest  tickets; if you are   

interested, please call the marina office at 253-272-4404 or 

email ian@fossharbor.com to reserve. See you there! 
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Parasail (Business) Boats and Equipment for Sale!! 
Watersports Northwest LLC, DBA Pacific Parasail, is for sale! Pacific Parasail has been in business in Tacoma since 2003. A local family owned business 

which has created a name for itself amongst the community and the surrounding Puget Sound Region.                                                                                         

Pacific Parasail is a seasonal business and has proved to be profitable over the years. We are looking for new owners / entrepreneurs to take the business 

to the next level. If you are looking for an established business opportunity that has not yet reached its full potential, look no further!  We have 2 identical 

29-foot Nordic Parasail boats and all the necessary equipment to operate this unique service.  We have a long-standing relationship with the Ram Restau-

rant and Brewery located on the Ruston Way Waterfront where we have operated since 2003.  If you have seen the big red parasails on the horizon 

flying out in Commencement Bay during the Spring and Summer seasons, then you know the “Sky is the Limit” for this local business!! 

Please contact Brad Sawaya at 253-353-SAIL (7245) or email Brad@pacificparasail.net for more info.   

mailto:Brad@pacificparasail.net

