
 

Summer-Summer-Summer-Time 

One of my favorite times of the day and favorite places to 

be is the morning time at a marina, especially in the                    

summer. You have woken early, those darned seagulls’ 

squawking or maybe it was the seal slapping the water. 

Whatever it was, you’re now awake, and it’s only 5:30. The 

sun is beginning to light the world. The air is cool and crisp, 

dew has settled on everything. You step off of your boat 

onto the dock. The water reflects the marina scene like a 

mirror. The memory of yesterday’s busy harbor with its 

boats coming and going and the crackle of the                               

harbormaster on the radio directing the incoming boats seems to be a world away. For now, it is a foreign scene, 

one that only the early risers get to take in.  

Flip flop, flip flop, here comes the gentleman whom you helped dock yesterday. He smiles, says good morning and 

lifts his coffee cup to you in a gesture of goodwill. Slowly, more and more people begin to emerge from their boats. 

The day is starting, slowly, calmly. You smile at the woman returning from the showers. “No lines this early for a 

shower” she says to you as she meanders past; it’s funny how something we take for granted at home becomes THE 

luxury item while on a cruise. Is it me, or do we judge marinas by their bathrooms and showers?  

 “Where are you off to today?” you hear someone ask. You fail to hear the response; the question has caused you to 

focus on your own plans for the day. You’ve got to run to the hardware store for that part you discovered last night 

that you need. Better grab a bag of ice for the cooler while you’re at it. The next few days you’ll be “on the hook”, 

so this morning will be the last time to be sure you have everything you will need while anchored out.  

All of that, though, can wait. It’s only 6 am, the coffee is done brewing. You grab a cup, take a seat on your transom, 

and take in all that a summer morning in a marina can be! 

Remember to pause now and then while on a cruise and just take in the world. So few ever get to do what we               

boaters get to do. And the Salish Sea is such a wonderful place to play and learn on the water. Take the time to just 

reflect and enjoy the view, “stop and smell the roses”.  

Be kind to one another and I’ll see you on the docks.  

Tarin 
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With July 4th already behind us, boating season is now 

well underway. Along with the warmer, sunnier 

weather, summer festivities on the Foss Waterway are 

in full swing. At the marina alone, we’ve got several 

upcoming events, including:   

• Summer Movie Night on Saturday, 7/23—Believe 

it or not, this will be our first movie night since 

before the pandemic! We’ll be blowing up the big 

screen on the outdoor party deck and serving as 

much freshly-popped popcorn as you can eat. 

We’ll be announcing the movie on Facebook soon, 

so stay tuned for more info!  

• Vessel Safety Checks, 8/5 & 8/26—In partnership with the Tacoma Police Marine Response Unit, our two sector 

Community Liaison Officers will be conducting voluntary vessel safety checks on vessels at the marina. Similar to the 

inspections done by the USCG Auxiliary, these are completely voluntary and help ensure that your boat has all of the 

necessary safety equipment. Boats that pass inspection will receive a TPD inspection sticker and will demonstrate our 

boater’s commitment to safety and compliance. This will also help increase TPD presence and staffing on the waterfront, so 

if you see officers on the docks, this is most likely the reason. Email Ian@fossharbor.com if you’d like to sign up! 

• Our Annual Marina Garage Sale, August 27th & 28th— Happening the same weekend as the August Tacoma Night Market 

at the Foss Waterway Seaport, the waterway is sure to be buzzing with traffic and activity. We’ve already got the sign-up 

sheet displayed in the marina office, so let us know if you’d like to participate.  

• New Dock Cart Float at Gate 8—Boaters on Gate 8 now have a new dedicated dock cart float, shown in the picture 

above. Please be courteous and return the cart to this float—and tie the cart up to the provided stanchion– after use. We 

hope you enjoy this small, but necessary, improvement!  

- Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  
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Saturday and Sunday, August 27th & 

28th, from 10am – 6pm, Foss                  

Harbor will hold our annual summer 

garage sale!  

Everyone is  invited to open their 

doors, and you never know what                  

treasures you may find!                                                 

On Saturday, the Seaport Museum 

will be hosting Port Tours via            

Argosy Cruise and a Night Market, 

followed by a Brunch Market on 

Sunday morning, so we are hoping 

for a good amount of foot traffic.  

Please sign up in the office to                

participate. Don’t have a storage 

unit with us? Sign up anyway, and 

we’ll show you where to set up! 

AUGUST 27 & 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new home for Gate 8 dock carts 



MOVIE NIGHT IS BACK!!  
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New Boaters Guide App! 

 

On Saturday, July 23rd, we will host our first out-
door movie night in almost 3 years! Time to hook 
up the speakers and inflate the giant movie 
screen!  

We suggest that you bring snacks and beverages 
of your choice, a comfy chair, and a hoodie or 
blanket.  

The movie will start at dusk. If you have any    
movie suggestions, please text them to                
253-272-4404! We will announce the movie a 
week before the event. We hope to see you there!                

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Tacoma native, Patrick Tessier, has created a new phone app called  

“Boaters Guide”.  It is a free download with no registration                              

required.  Just download and use.   

 

Over 100 marinas from Olympia to Nanaimo are displayed.  Tapping on 

a marina will provide the user with heaps of information useful to the 

boater.  Marine services like moorage, fuel, services are shown first.  

Scroll down to see contact information, marina maps, cruising distances 

and local tides.  Keep scrolling to see all the local businesses that serve 

the boater community.   

On the bottom of the app, you can tap buttons to find tides, weather, 

NOAA small craft advisories, whale sighting reporting and our valuable 

partners that make this resource available to all.                                                                                                                                                                                         

It’s a one stop app to inspire your next adventure, safely.  

       Smoking’s Impact on the Ocean  

The biggest myth about cigarette waste, and the one most            

relevant to smoking’s impact on the ocean and our local waters 

is the suggestion that cigarette filters are biodegradable.            

Unfortunately, this isn’t the case. Cigarette filters are                        

photodegradable, meaning that they will break down in the 

presence of UV radiation from the sun, but they are                           

not biodegradable. This ultimately means that while the filter 

may eventually break down into tiny pieces, those pieces still 

persist in the environment.  

The chemicals leeched into the environment from cigarette butts are often toxic, and easily pollute the water and 

marine ecosystem. Various chemicals used as additives in cigarettes and additional ones created from when the        

cigarette is combusted all go into our precious waters.  

Please, if you are a smoker, dispose of your cigarette butts properly. Our waterway is not a trashcan. How easily the 

balance can be disrupted. We thank you, the fish and wildlife thank you, and your neighbors thank you for keeping 

your butts out of our water!                                                                  Melynda, Assistant Marina Manager 



FHM Residents, We Need Your Help! 

Public Service Announcement—Here’s the scoop: In this scenario, you’ve done your diligence; you have 

separated your trash and recyclables properly, you’ve removed lids from plastic containers and put them in 

the trash, you’ve even rinsed each and every soup can, yogurt container, and laundry detergent jug well. 

You then bag them for easy transport and deposit these recyclable items into the proper receptacle, not an 

ounce of trash inside.  

Guess what? The plastic bag that you’ve put your perfect recyclables into, is NOT recyclable. This means 

that the city employees will leave that bag and the rest of the bin as is. They will not take anything and will 

leave the whole bin full, for another week. This is because they view it as possible trash, and do not open 

or sort these kind of things.  

Below is a helpful reminder of what is recyclable and what-goes-where. Let me end this little PSA with a 

huge thank-you to everyone who does their best to keep Foss Harbor running smoothly and takes that            

extra minute to make things better for everyone. In more ways than just rinsing a can. We see you, and we            

appreciate you!                                                                                                                   -Melynda, Assistant Manager 
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Your ad here… —melynda@fossharbor.com 

KRIS R. HUBER IS READY  

TO ANSWER YOUR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS! 

Your local Realtor right here at Foss Harbor Marina. 

Kris R. Huber 

Windermere Real Estate   Direct line: 253-777-

5976 kris.r.huber@gmail.com  

 

I am Looking for crew 

who would love to learn 

to sail,  possible partners 

or new owners. I am a 

mid 70’s sailor who no 

longer feels comfortable 

sailing alone. “Liberty” is 

a good old  ’77 Mercator 

30’ fiberglass sloop with a 

18hp Sabb diesel engine. 

She’s wearing her original 

standing rigging. Simple 

systems and sail plan 

without spinnaker. 

Berthed at Foss Harbor 

Marina C-16.  

 

Please contact Rick @  

253-226-0212                        

blueribbonfarm@tx3.net 

Freedom Boat Club is Hiring!                          

Dockmasters and more! 

Do you want to work outside by the 

water and boats? 

Email resume to: 

seattle.operations@freedomboatclub.com 

mailto:kris.r.huber@gmail.com
mailto:blueribbonfarm@tx3.net

