
 

Earlier this week, Pierce County was approved to move into Phase 2 of the state’s Safe Start Recovery Plan. This means that 

county residents and visitors will have relaxed restrictions on business and consumer activity, as well as recreation. While we 

are excited to take this important next step, there’s still a long road to recovery ahead, making it more important than ever 

that we continue taking precautionary measures such as social distancing and wearing masks in public.  

We are frequently asked when boaters can expect the marina to “return to normal”, which includes re-opening the marina 

office and market to in-person shopping, making the tenant lounge available and so on. Now that restrictions are being lifted 

and Covid-19 cases are declining, it’s likely that these steps will be taken in the near future, but we do not yet have a set date 

for re-opening. Keeping our business open and servicing the needs of our residents is extremely important, but our top 

priority is keeping our tenants and team members safe. The Center for Disease Control coronavirus guidelines state that if an 

employee contracts the virus, any person that has worked within six feet of the infected person should quarantine for up to 14 

days. Unlike a large business such as Target or Walmart, the marina doesn’t employee hundreds of people, which results in our 

8-person staff performing a wide variety of duties and working in close proximity to each other. One team member contracting 

the virus would effectively require the entire staff to quarantine, resulting in a shutdown of all operations for up to 14 days – 

including critical services such as pump-outs, package acceptance and facility cleaning/sanitization. As anxious as we are to re-

open, this is not an acceptable or responsible risk to take, hence the continuation of our Covid-19 protocols. I speak for the 

entire marina staff when I say that we miss interacting with our community members on a daily basis (without the Plexiglas 

barrier in between, that is) and we look forward to connecting with all of you again soon!  

On another note, I would be remiss if I didn’t touch on the turmoil that has been gripping our society for the last two weeks. 

As difficult as it is to watch our great country devolve into such an angry, divided state, it’s become abundantly clear that we’ve 

arrived at a crossroads along the path of our nation’s legacy. What happens in the coming weeks and months will be 

permanently etched into the history books and will determine how future generations remember us. Our Declaration of 

Independence bestows us with the unalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and it is our collective duty to 

demand access to these rights for all. Regardless of our different political views or personal ideologies, I have hope that we can 

come together in the fight against inequality and injustice.  

Within the context of our society’s current challenges, boating might not seem as important as it once was, at least to those 

with an outside perspective. To be sure, our pastime is merely an improvement to our quality of life rather than a matter of life 

and death. However, I would argue that now, more than ever, is a time to embrace the things that bring us together. Now, 

more than ever, is a time for reflection and introspection and to ask what we can do to help each other through uncertain 

times. 

Thanks to each and every member of our unique and diverse community, as you’re the ones who give us the 

strength and purpose to move forward into an unknown - yet hopeful – future. We may all have differing 

backgrounds and opposing viewpoints on the world around us, but I know that we’re more alike than we are 

different. I’ll see you around the marina.  

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  
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How Well Do You REALLY Know Her? 

She is beautiful, magnificent, fun and a great escape from the                  

everyday rhythm. I am, of course, talking about your boat. You have 

shown her off to your friends, you have had family outings. Maybe 

you’ve owned her long enough to have years of memories 

onboard… but how well do you really know her? 

Boating is a great hobby, a hobby which has defined much of my life 

personally. But with this hobby comes requirements and skill sets 

that are not found in other hobbies. Self-reliance is something this 

hobby will teach you and depending on what type of student you are, 

it can teach you that the hard way or the easy way.  

Today, I want to talk about learning self-reliance in boating “the easy way” and that starts with learning all you can 

about YOUR boat before you ever leave the dock. I can’t tell you how many times I have had to make repairs to 

one system or another while out on a cruise. Anchored at Sucia Island and your head system backs up? Guess what, 

there is no mechanic that’s going to come out there to make repairs, so, are you ready to make those repairs your-

self? Are you familiar with where all the hoses go? How about where the pumps are located and what they actually 

do and how they work? Are they rebuildable or do you just replace them when they fail?  

What about your onboard fresh water system… imagine that you just developed a leak in your freshwater pump, do 

you know where the water tank is located? Is there a valve to shut off water to the system and isolate the tank in 

case of a leak in the system? Do you know where that valve is located? Do you know what a valve is and how it            

operates? (not trying to be funny with the last one, I have actually met boaters who don’t know these things)  

Recently, I have had chats with a number of boaters regarding one system or another on their boats. The surprising 

thing to me is how little they know about their boat specifically. Simple things like where the head storage tank is 

located, where the fresh water pump is or how the 12-volt system routes through your boat. Those are all simple 

things to learn and at the same time very common systems to have issues while cruising. Boating isn’t like taking a 

road trip where if you have a problem, you pull over and call for help. You may not have that luxury on the water. In 

addition to that, your “emergency” may be so minor that had you spent some time learning about your systems            

beforehand, you could have carried along spare parts, know where to procure them on your trip or have the 

knowledge and could make the repair yourself, saving your trip, instead of ending the voyage early.  

Learning your boat and all of its systems may seem tedious and overwhelming, but it doesn’t have to be. Start by  

listing your systems on board: 

• Propulsion (Main engines, reverse gears or out-drives, cooling systems, etc.) 

• 120-volt electric system (Do you have a generator? How does it operate and what should you know about your 

power distribution system? How does your shore power system operate? Do you have a wiring diagram of your 

system?) 

• 12-volt electricity system (Where are your batteries, what are they connected to, do you have a dedicated 

“house” battery as well as dedicated starting batteries? Do you understand the 12-volt power distribution                 

system? Do you have a wiring diagram for your system?) 

                                                                                                                                                                                        Continued on page 3 
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How well do you REALLY know her con’t from page 2 

 

• Freshwater (storage tanks, pumps, faucets/taps, hoses, etc.) 

• Blackwater (Toilets/heads, storage tanks, hoses, pumps, macerators, etc.) 

• Saltwater Washdown system (pumps, faucets, hoses) 

That is just a short list of systems you may have aboard. After making your list of systems specific to your boat, list 

below each the parts of the systems that you need to learn about or become familiar with. Consult with your                     

favorite marine mechanic for advice on your specific systems, the parts of them that most often need attention and 

what parts are smart to carry with you onboard so that you can mend a failed system mid-cruise instead of heading 

home and cutting the trip short. There is also a wealth of information on blogs, YouTube channels and articles 

online (always double check what you learn on the internet of course). Having this knowledge under your belt can 

also help you when you are in some remote anchorage with a mechanic on the phone. You will both be able to 

speak the same language as you work to diagnose whatever issue it is that caused you to call them in the first place. 

To be honest, it isn’t very fun tearing apart a head system while anchored at a beautiful spot and of course it’ll be 90 

degrees that day too, BUT, a couple hour repair to continue cruising is way better than spending half the trip learn-

ing about the system when it is too late. Boating is more than just hopping onboard and leaving the dock, there is 

much preparation that should be done before you ever untie the lines. Spend some time now learning about the  

systems onboard, it may just save the trip of a lifetime from a premature end.  

 

See you on the docks! 

Tarin 

  PETS ON THE POOP DECK 

Do you have a pet on your poop deck?  Send a photo of your                     

four-legged family member to melynda@fossharbor.com! 

 

Apollo is a good little boy and a fine first mate. He found 

his human Nick one day while running around the town 

and decided it would be the boat life for him from there on 

out. He is about 4 years old now and he loves stuffed       

animals and cruising the Salish Sea. Like his namesake, 

Apollo is an avid poet, musician and lover of  basking in 

the sun. Say hello next time you’re down on C-dock.  

                 

All hail Apollo!  
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Marine Debris Can Ruin A Day on the Water 
Boaters are the front line in keeping Washington’s waters safe and 
clean  

With summer here it is more important than ever for boaters to 
understand the vital role they play as ambassadors keeping Wash-
ington’s waterways safe and clean. Two major             hazards 
boaters produce are oil and trash, but few boaters know what to 
do when they have a small oil spill on their boat or when they en-
counter marine debris. 

Surprisingly, small oil spills, such as those from oily bilge discharg-
es, account for up to 75 percent of the oil in Puget Sound. Marine 
debris, ranging from microplastics to derelict boats are often a 
threat to safe boating and water quality. Most obviously, marine 
debris can be a major navigational hazard for boaters. Less obvi-
ous, but just as harmful are oil and microplastics that can and do 
make their way into the seafood we eat. Luckily, there is plenty 
boaters can do to prevent these hazards. 

Marine Debris 

The majority of marine debris is composed of small plastics. These can be anything from cigarette butts to food wrappers and fishing 
line. Plastics are exposed to tidal action and solar radiation, where they break down into smaller and smaller pieces, making them 
both harder for collection and easier for wildlife to accidentally consume.  

• Don’t bring it. The best way to prevent trash from entering our waterways is to not bring it in the first place. Try to replace single-
use plastic products and containers with reusable metal. This can be as simple as bringing a metal water bottle instead of a case 
of plastic bottles. 

• Make a waste management plan for your boat before you go out on the water. Ask these questions: Where are the waste recep-
tacles on your boat? Do they have a secure lid? Are they secure in case of wind or rough weather? Who is responsible for empty-
ing them? Answering these questions before you go out on the water can make a big difference  

• If a piece of trash does go overboard, take it seriously. Commit to retrieving whatever waste was lost, and consider picking up a 
couple pieces of trash you see that aren’t yours. It only takes a little effort to leave our waterways better than you found them. 

• Some debris is too big or hazardous to pick up as a boater. If you encounter hazardous waste, like chemical spills or biohazards, 
or see large debris, which might prove a navigational hazard, such as derelict vessels or abandoned fishing equipment, don’t 
attempt to clean them up. Instead, report it to the Department of Ecology Environmental Report Tracking System for environ-
mental hazards or DNR’s Derelict and Abandoned Reporting Tool (DART) for abandoned vessels. If you are unsure who to call, 
use the U.S. Coast Guard National Response Center at 800-424-8802. 

• If any debris poses an immediate threat to you or other boaters, hail the Coast Guard on VHF Ch 16. 

Oil Spills 

Small oil spills may seem like only a drop in the proverbial bucket, but they add up. Between 2011 and 2015, recreational vessels re-
ported spills amounting to almost 6,000 gallons, and many go unreported. Often these spills are under a gallon and can be hard to 
spot and track. So how can boaters make sure they don’t pollute the waters they enjoy? 

• Prevent oil from entering the water system: place a spill prevention pad or bilge pillow in the bilge before you leave the dock. 
These are small absorbent pads that, when placed alongside the bilge pump, prevent oily discharge from entering the water. Pick 
up a spills prevention kit through Washington Sea Grant or your local marina. 

• Checking engines and performing regular maintenance can also have a big impact. Periodically check that all bolts are tight and 
pumps and lines are uncracked.  

• If you do spill, or you see a spill, report it to the Washington Emergency Management Division at 1-800-258-5990 or the U.S. 
Coast Guard National Response Center at 800-424-8802. 

Washington Sea Grant, in partnership with the Department of Ecology and NOAA, work with boaters to reduce their impact through 
the Clean Marina initiative. For more information visit https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/boating/ or contact Aaron 
Barnett, at (206) 853-6991 or aaronb5@u.washington.edu 

Photo Credit: NOAA CREP  

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/vessel-reporting
mailto:aaronb5@u.washington.edu
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Boating is OPEN and there's no better or safer place to be than on the    
water!  

For a list of accessible marine facilities and tips on safe boating during 
covid-19, go to fossharbormarina.com and select the link right on the home 

page! Please, #RecreateResponsibly 

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/publications/amp_rec_rec2020_recreate_responsibly_tip_sheet.pdf?nginng
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9 ft Livingstone for sale for $50, the stainless steel runners 

need to be rebidded otherwise it slowly takes on water. Also 

an oarlock needs to be reattached. Otherwise the boat is in 

OK shape, it needs a good scrub and wax. The snap davits for 

transom mounting are not included in the $50, But can be for 

an additional $100. 

Contact Bill 253-993-8973 call or text. It can be seen at slip I-7  
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