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June 1, 2022

Following Seas
Despite the persistent, relentless rain that we’ve experienced recently, boating
season is here! No really, I’m not joking; summer is here—or at least it will be
just over two weeks from now. Yes, it’s been a wet and miserable spring, and
we may have only had two or three days of temperatures in the 70s, but we’re
now closer to July 4th than we are to Easter—and that means it’s time to get
out on the water. The downside to boating right now, aside from the almostconstant need for your umbrella and foulies, is that fact that fuel prices are at
an all-time high. It doesn’t matter how nice your boat is or what end of the
income scale that you occupy; paying more than $6 a gallon for gas is nothing
short of painful. That being said, there are still ways to save money at the pump.
First and foremost, remember that Foss Harbor slip tenants receive a $.07 cent
per gallon discount on fuel, regardless of gallons purchased. If you’re a Boat US
member, you save an additional $.03 cents per gallon. $.10 cents per gallon
might not seem like much, but those small savings do add up over time. If your
boat runs on unleaded rather than diesel, you can really start to see savings by
utilizing the new Gallons app, which is available for free in the Apple Store or
Google Play. You can also download the app automatically by scanning the QR
code shown on the right. This handy piece of software will refund you $.31
cents for every gallon of gas that you pump into your boat. This $.31 cents per
gallon refund is a rebate on the state’s unleaded road tax, as boats don’t use
roads and thus are entitled to an annual rebate of this money. Gallons is user
Save $.31 cents per gallon with GALLONS
friendly and super easy to utilize; simply set up your account, enter your
banking info and submit your refund request every time you hit the 41-gallon
minimum threshold required by the app. Seriously, if you’re not using this application, you’re leaving hundreds (if not
thousands) of dollars in savings on the table, so download Gallons today!
In other marina news, we are very pleased to announce our newest team member, Randy
Kenyon! Randy is a long-time marina tenant who enjoys frequent cruising with his three
pups and his better half, Jenny. He is our new pump-out operator, so you’ll likely see him
out and about, driving the marina’s pump-out boat. Be sure to introduce yourself and
welcome him to the team!
Finally, our new two-way texting service is now active and has replaced our old masstexting system, which used the 37373 phone number. This number can be deleted from
your phone as it’s no longer active. All marina texting communications are now done
New pump-out boat operator,
via the main phone number, which is 253-272-4404. This also means that you can respond
Randy Kenyon
directly to any text alert, in case you have any questions or if you need further assistance
with anything. Remember, though, that certain text alerts may not always apply to you or your specific dock, so please read the
entire message before responding. Thanks for reading and we look forward to seeing you on the water soon!
Ian Wilkinson, General Manager
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Summer Parking
Sometime soon, we will most likely be seeing something that resembles nice
weather (we hope). So here is a friendly reminder of FHM’s parking protocol
for when you’re doing longer term cruising, and for guests. We appreciate
your help with following these guidelines as parking is at a premium over the
warm season.

•

If you are going cruising on your boat for any extended period of time,
please check in with the marina office. This is important in case there is
any upcoming parking lot/esplanade maintenance happening with the
City of Tacoma or the marina. Please park in the gravel lot don’t take
front row parking from other folks who are actively coming and going from the marina.

•

One guest pass per slip can be issued Monday through Thursday. Guest passes are not issued Friday through Sunday,
or on summer holidays such as Memorial Day. Please note that guest parking is located by gate 6, in the fenced
gravel lot. If your boat is located at Gates 7 or 8, there is a man gate conveniently located at the south end of the gravel
parking lot that allows your guest to walk through without having to go out to the road and around.

•

Make sure that your marina parking pass is displayed! With Covid restrictions lifted, events at the Seaport and at
Thea’s Park are again happening, which means we have non-marina tenants sometimes trying to poach parking.
Vehicles without passes will be towed.

Thanks for reading, and please do not hesitate to give us a call if you have any questions or special needs. We are here
to help!
— Melynda Carroll, Assistant Marina Manager

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT

Outdoor movie night is back! We will hold
our first outdoor movie since 2019 next
month! We will announce the movie and
date soon via Facebook, newsletter, and text!
Do you have a movie suggestion for our 12’
screen? Send it to melynda@fossharbor.com
or text them to 253-272-4404 and
we’ll have a vote on it!

Freedom Boat Club is hiring dock staff for

immediate positions at Foss Harbor and all eleven of
our locations.
Please reach out to Will for an interview by calling
253-222-5453. We will train all new hires for an
exciting and outdoor job on the water!
Send email inquiries to:
seattle.operations@freedomboatclub.com
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I t ’s a s M u c h t h e J o u r n e y, a s i t i s t h e D e s t i n a t i o n
The report from Environment Canada, the NOAA equivalent of our neighbors to the north, was not promising. The
Strait of Georgia was predicted to see 25 kt. to 35 kt. sustained winds on the day of our crossing. What’s more,
those winds had been steady for some days now and the sea state in the Straits had built, three-to-four-foot waves
with a light chop. It was going to be a bumpy crossing. The upside, however, was that very few other boaters would
be making the crossing, most likely leaving our destination, Princess Louisa Inlet, empty of other summer boaters.
Knowing that we would be fighting the weather and likely running slower to limit the amount of pounding from the
wave action, we slid the 78’ Curtis out of her overnight berth in Nanaimo early that morning and quickly built to a
full head of steam and headed for the Strait of Georgia. Whiskey Golf, the 56 square mile naval test range located
just on the edge of the Strait, outside of Nanaimo, was active that day, causing us to add about 45 minutes to our
journey as we skirted the perimeter so as not to become a moving target for the military exercises that were
underway.
(Side Note: If you find yourself cruising in the Nanaimo area, educate yourself about the Whisky Golf Naval Test
Range so that you don’t end up getting a nasty call from the Canadian Coast Guard.)
We safely avoided whatever naval tests were happening and set our course to cross the strait. As predicted, the
waters of the strait were as boisterous as a kindergartner after snack time. In all directions, the only other vessels in
sight were large commercial vessels such as ferries or tugboats. We pulled our usual cruising speed of 11 kts back to
about 8 kts to limit the amount of pounding caused by the wave action. We were lucky that our intended course
kept us out of the trough for the most part, so, although it was a bumpy crossing, it wasn’t nearly as uncomfortable
as it could have been.
The crossing itself was uneventful, aside from the occasional case of

Malibu Rapids

seasickness from a couple of the crew. The helmsman’s
boredom of a long steady course was broken up that day by
the constant need to correct course against the unabating
waves colliding against our hull, doing all they can to push us
south, away from our destination.
In order to time our transit of Malibu Rapids, the entrance to
Princess Louisa Inlet, just right, we had planned to stay that
night in Egmont, getting up early the next morning to make
the run up to Malibu Rapids. Egmont is the last community
before Princess Louisa, did I mention this area is extremely
remote? We were pleasantly surprised, after exiting the
straits, as we reviewed our navigation plan, we discovered that the extra time spent crossing the straits actually lined
us up perfectly, timing wise, to make the next slack at Malibu Rapids if we just continued straight there and skipped
Egmont. The narrow channel at Malibu means you can only take a boat through at slack water, that is, when no
current is running, so a stop over at Egmont allows a boater to get some rest and time their arrival at Malibu
perfectly so as to transit the rapids with minimal current. A maximum flood or ebb can easily reach 11-13 kts in the
rapids, so making the transit at slack water is extra important so as to avoid the currents and maintain control of
your vessel. A number of captains over the years have mis-judged the timing of the currents and have found
3
themselves parked on the rocks that line the narrow channel that is Malibu Rapids.
Con’t on Page 4

JOURNEY con’t from Page 3

Princess Louisa Inlet, and the area running up to the inlet, can easily be described as a fjord. The water depths in the
mile wide channel can easily reach over 1000 feet and the “shore” is more a rock face protruding up several
thousand feet to snow capped peaks. The inlet leading to Princess Louisa is so narrow and the peaks so high, GPS
satellite signals can often get blocked out limiting the usefulness of the technology. The good news though, just stay
in the center of the channel and you will end up at your destination, GPS or not.
Comfortably out of the strait and into calmer waters, our remaining couple of hours of run time passed without
much fanfare, it was nice to relax and take in the sunshine on the foredeck. The cruise through Jervis Inlet, the inlet
leading to Princess Louisa, is always a beautiful trip. The remoteness of the area lends for some fun sights. There’s
the barge community of loggers that live and work on barges tied to the rock face where the water meets the
mountains, there’s the occasional mountain goat that can be seen clinging high above the water on the rock cliffs,
noticeable as a small white dot to the naked eye, but a pair of binoculars reveals the specks’ true nature. Orcas
reportedly frequent these waters as well.
We made our turn around the last bend in the inlet, giving us a straight run to the entrance to Malibu Rapids.
Growing ever closer, we can now see clearly the buildings of the YoungLife camp, Camp Malibu, perched on the
rocky shore lining the rapids. As has been the case the whole trip, there isn’t another boat in sight.
We slowed our speed as we approached, taking up a position so that we could watch the water thru the rapids,
hoping to visually gauge the movement thru the small opening into Princess Louisa Inlet. After a moment or two, we
realized there was almost no current at the moment and so we picked up our speed and made for the entrance. We
slowly and carefully navigated the small channel with minimal current. We made the last turn to the left and exited
the channel into the inlet, the water widened and opened before us.

We kept our speed at about 6 knots as we cruised to the far end of the inlet, our goal, Chatterbox Falls. The 20minute cruise was quiet and tranquil, the mountain cliffs rising from the water, the sun directly overhead and the
occasional sound of small waterfalls that trickle down the sides of the inlet from glacial lakes far above. As we made
our final slight turn towards the waterfall, our expectations were confirmed; we were the only boat in the inlet and
likely would be for the duration of our stay.
At 78 feet, the Curtis is much too large for most
mooring buoys and rarely are we allowed to tie up to
park docks, again due to our size. Today, though,
was going to be different. With no vessels inbound,
and none in the inlet currently, we decided to take
advantage of the situation and tied up to the public
dock at Chatterbox Falls. Once secure, our cook,
Bob, and I made our way up to the Ranger’s cabin.
We figured we would at least do the right thing and
ask permission to use the empty dock.

Chatterbox Falls

The short walk through the trees to the rustic cabin reminded us of one of the reasons we come here; the pristine
air and tranquil sounds of only what nature offers quickly lulls us into a slower pace and a noticeably more relaxed
state. We cautiously made our way up the slick, moss-covered steps of the cabin, knocked on the door and waited
for an answer, although it was clear no one had been there for some weeks, at least.
Con’t on Page 5
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JOURNEY con’t from Page 4

Concerned we may get asked to move later on, we decided that the appropriate thing to do was, to the best of our abilities, get the permission needed
to stay on the dock, but with the lack of anyone with authority in our vicinity, we took it upon ourselves to make this happen. As captain of the boat, I
have some authority to make appointments, right? Well, today we decided I
did. I asked Bob to raise his right hand and I “swore him in” as a magistrate
of British Columbia. Afterwards, he swore me in as a Royal Canadian
Camp Malibu
Mounted Policeman and I quickly, and dutifully, gave permission for the vessel to tie up to the dock during the stay.
Now, with proper permissions acquired, we returned to the boat to prepare for a day of fun in the inlet exploring
the trails, swimming in the refreshingly cold waters or sitting in the creek coming from Chatterbox Falls.
Princess Louisa Inlet is arguably one of the most amazing cruising destinations available to us in the Northwest, and
having it all to ourselves was a gift few will ever enjoy. If you have not made the trek to the inlet, it is well worth it
distance and the expense. If you make it up there sometime, please stop by the office and share your experience. I’m
sure it will be just as magical as anyone’s experience has been.
Be kind to one another and I will see you on the docks.

—Tarin Todd, Marina Manager

PETS ON THE POOPDECK
Little Moreno is only 13 weeks, but already
learning the ropes aboard M/Y Perla Del
Pacifico. Soon he will be
calling the shots like an old
salty dog. That is, after he gets
potty trained! Thank you
Mari F. for your submission!
Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Send your
pics to melynda@fossharbor.com

Foss Harbor has put together a
map of things to see and places to
avoid when you’re out on your
personal watercraft. Simply scan the
QR code to check it out!
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Anat omy O f A Boa t C o llisio n
The International Regulations for Preventing Collision at Sea, also
called COLREGs or Rules of the Road, were adopted in the United
States in 1864. Based on common sense, it's been said if all vessels
always abided by the Rules, there would be no collisions at sea. In this
article, we look at one claim that supports the idea that the Rules are
meant to be followed.
The collision: Two sailboats on San Francisco Bay are approaching
each other, bow-to-bow, on a collision course. Both boats are under
power, each traveling at 4 to 5 knots, and closing quickly. A few seconds before impact, the skipper of the larger
boat, a 40-footer, throws the helm hard over to starboard and yells at the skipper of the smaller boat, who responds by turning sharply to port. The two boats collide, with the smaller boat ramping up onto the deck of the
larger boat. There were no injuries, but both boats suffered extensive damage.
As is often the case when two boats collide, both skippers insisted the other was at fault. There were no outside witnesses. These sorts of disagreements are typically settled by the respective insurance companies. In
this case, however, no agreement was reached, and the claim went into arbitration. Who was at fault?
Discussion: Sails were neatly furled on the larger boat, but on the smaller boat the mainsail was up. The smaller boat's skipper claimed he was "sailing" (A power-driven vessel underway shall keep out of the way of a sailing vessel), but a check of the nearby weather buoys confirmed that San Francisco Bay was uncharacteristically
calm that day, and his argument was quickly dismissed by arbiters.
The skipper of the larger boat claimed the collision was solely the responsibility of the smaller boat; after all, it
hit him. Again, the investigators were not convinced. One of the primary Navigation Rules (Rule 5) was ignored
by both skippers: Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper lookout by sight and hearing as well as by all
available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of
the situation and of the risk of collision. Had either skipper been paying attention, the collision would not have
occurred.
The judgment: In most, if not all, collisions, there is more than one cause and usually enough blame to go
around, even if on the surface the reasons seem obvious. There is no "right of way" for boats. There are standon vessels, which are required to maintain course and speed, and give way vessels, which are required to take
whatever measures are necessary to avoid a collision, usually specifically pointed out in the Rules.
As the investigator noted: "Being the stand-on vessel does not unconditionally impart immunity, but rather
confers specific responsibilities." The Rules make this apparent: When, from any cause, the stand-on vessel required to keep her course and speed finds herself so close that collision cannot be avoided by the action of the
give-way vessel alone, she shall take such action as will best aid to avoid collision. Even if the smaller boat was
stand-on vessel, she still may be required to make course adjustments to prevent a collision.
Finally, if the vessels are meeting head on as was the case: Each shall alter her course to starboard so that each
shall pass on the port side for the other. The skipper of the smaller boat made the mistake of turning to port,
which violated another rule as well: The Rules specifically state that vessels shall not alter course to port for a
vessel on her own port side. In a meeting situation such as this, where both parties were not paying attention, a
last second turn to starboard by both skippers would not have avoided the collision but likely would have reduced the impact and resulted in less damage to both boats.
After reviewing all the facts gathered by the investigators and the statements from the skippers, the arbiters
concluded that, "Based on the diagrams offered by both parties, it is not clear why the two boats did not see
each other much sooner than they did. Both parties had a duty for lookout in this case that was breached. That
duty was breached slightly longer by [the skipper of the smaller boat]; as a result, he shoulders 60% of the
liability for the loss and that portion of the damages." The skipper of the larger boat was responsible for the
remaining 40%.
-BoatUS
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