
 March 1, 2021 

March is always an optimistic time of year, especially for 

the Pacific Northwest boater. The January and February 

doldrums have passed, the days start to grow longer and 

new life abounds on the docks and in the waterway. Empty 

slips start to fill up, as new boats and new faces join our 

warm and welcoming community . This month marks the 

one-year anniversary since Covid-19 changed our lives 

drastically, and to say that the last year has been difficult 

would be an understatement of epic proportions. And yet, 

despite the vast number of challenges we’ve faced since 

March 2020, we once again enter a new season with hope, 

excitement and anticipation of what lies ahead. New 

vaccine developments in the fight against Covid have                                                                                                             

proven effective and the immeasurable sacrifices that have                                                                                                        

been made, collectively and individually, are finally turning the tide against the insidious coronavirus. It certainly does feel as though 

we’re rounding the corner into the home stretch, so I encourage everyone to continue exercising caution and utilizing masking/social 

distancing measures until we can safely return to the lives we once knew. Until that day (soon) comes, stay safe and healthy and we’ll 

look forward to seeing you back on the water! 

 

In other happenings around the marina: 

• We’re inspecting all shore power cords for compliance with marina rules, as explained in our 2/18 email to tenants. Specifically, 

we require that all shore power cords be professionally manufactured and specified for marine use. Adapters are permitted at 

either the boat or pedestal end, provided that they meet the same standard. Cords and adapters must be continuous and molded 

from end to end and not simply taped together. Just as importantly, don’t forget to regularly check your cords and plug ends for 

proper connectivity and visible signs of damage. Loose connections can result in excessive arcing between the cord and plug, 

which is a major fire hazard. Even residents who check on a weekly basis have seen problems develop in just a couple of days, so 

one can’t be too vigilant regarding this critical safety issue! We’ll reach out directly to those with non-compliant cords, but 

anyone is welcome to reach out to either me or Scott Monett, our excellent Operations Manager, with any questions 

• The upgrade of our dock Wi-Fi is underway and will be happening between March 6th and 12th. Existing access points will be 

replaced with improved technology and additional access points will be installed in areas of weak coverage, such as south of the 

11th Street Bridge. For more information on this exciting upgrade, you can visit www.ngc457.com/fhm 

 

 

  Tides & Times 
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Following Seas 

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  
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FHM Residents, here are moorage rates for 

the 2021 season, effective April 1, 2021. 

Thank you for being a part of our boating 

community! 

   

 

Like many other boating products, rope is not a static commodity, but is still 
evolving and improving.  When you buy, read the latest product information. 
Most boaters will use either one form or another of nylon and perhaps also 
polypropylene.  

Nylon: For most docking and anchor lines, standard nylon is a good choice. 
It has great strength, "gives" under load to absorb energy, and is relatively 
inexpensive. It's also easy to handle and resists the harmful effects of sun-
light better than other synthetics. It's the rope of choice for anchoring 
rode. Nylon comes in strands and braided. Three strand is usually used on 
anchor rodes because of its stretch and resistance to abrasion. Braided, 
more commonly seen on dock lines and in sailing rigging, will snag easier 
than stranded line, (a serious detriment when scraping across the bottom of 
the sea) although it's usually easier to handle and has great strength. Some 
types of stranded lines are softer than regular 3 strand and less desirable for 
boat use. If you see stranded nylon in a hardware store, for example, that's 
very inexpensive, beware.                                                                                                   

Which Lines to Choose? 

             Continued on page 3 
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Some types of braided lines are stronger and less               
subject to snagging. Don't just buy rope. Read the                
various product descriptions each time you buy to help 
you make the right choice. 

Normal loading should be nowhere near a rope’s               
breaking strength, certainly no more than 25%. This 
means your lines will stay on duty even when stressed 
well beyond the service intended, resisting big wakes, 
strong winds, and other challenges. Remember that 
breaking strength decreases with age and wear and 
knots and kinks in the line will weaken it. 

Polypropylene: Most people know this as "that yellow 
rope" that's commonly used to tow skiers, wake boards and dinghies. Because polypropylene rope floats, it's 
handy to have around for multiple purposes such as these. Made of synthetic fibers, polypropylene is almost as 
strong as nylon but is considerably less resistant to the sun's UV rays and will normally not last long. You 
shouldn't use this type of rope for more than a year, two at the most, depending on usage and degree of                  
exposure to UV. This line will actually begin to visibly disintegrate as it ages. But if you replace it regularly it has 
its uses. 
 

Sailing Lines: Your boat's running rigging is not the place to economize. If you purchase quality rope designed 
for a specific use, you'll do more than improve your boat's performance: quality rope, properly cared for, can be 
used repeatedly for progressively less demanding jobs, giving it a long and useful life. 

With today's new high-tech synthetic fibers and advanced rope construction, you can buy rope that's 10 times 
stronger than steel with extremely low stretch. Many racers and cruisers have switched from wire to all-rope 
halyards; others have also opted for high-strength, low-stretch, lightweight ropes for their running rigging. 

All-rope halyards have several advantages over wire. Wire is hard on your hands and gear. Rope is easier to 
splice, it won't scrape paint or anodizing from your mast, and you don't have to decide whether or not to rely on 
a worrisome rope-to-wire splice. The primary disadvantages are that rope is thicker, so it has more windage 
aloft (but around half the weight), and even the ultra-lowstretch fibers elongate more than wire. Quality rope 
costs more than wire but is easier to install, lasts longer, and can be recycled to a less demanding capacity. 

Color Code: To avoid hassles out on the water, color code your lines so that they are easily identifiable to your 
crew. 

Examples of colors to use are: 

• Mainsail sheet and halyard — White 

• Jib/genoa — Blue 

• Spinnaker — Red and green for spinnaker guys 

• Vangs and travelers — Black 
 
Color coding also helps distinguish the different lengths of dock lines. 



 

       Boating is Optional, Maintenance is Not 

So, you’ve got yourself a boat and the perfect slip in the saltwater in which to 

keep it.  Maybe this is your first boat or maybe you are a seasoned mariner, 

either way, there is something that you should know: SALT WATER WREAKS 

HAVOC ON BOATS! 

 

This last year we had a couple boats believe life would be better as a submarine. 

In each case we were lucky enough to catch the issue before a major 

catastrophe (read: boat sinking) occurred. In each of these cases, the boats had 

not been underway in who knows how long, and a couple of them had not had a 

visit by the owner in months. 

 

Boats need attention and care whether they are used or not. There are items onboard that continue to deteriorate even when 

not regularly used. The packing material in shaft packing glands can go bad over time. Zincs on your engine and mounted to the 

hull will disappear with electrolysis and need to be replaced regularly. These are sacrificial and help protect the other metal 

parts of your boat. Case in point, a tenant whom we approached about the condition of his boat discovered that his propellers 

had been completely eaten away, making it impossible to get underway.  

I am aware of a large sailboat moored here in Tacoma that has a history of deferred maintenance. They were out cruising one 

day when they heard a loud thump on the hull and a bad shudder developed. When they returned to dock and got a diver 

under the boat, they discovered that corrosion had so badly eaten away at their propeller that a blade literally flew off and 

impacted the hull while they were underway.  

 

Saltwater that is left to sit in the engine (think cooling water) without being regularly run can corrode parts of your engine. Left 

to sit long enough and you could be looking at a $15,000 bill to replace an engine. Your thought at that point may be to just 

sell it, but your value went out the window with a bad engine or two.  

 

Growth on the bottom of a boat can also be problematic. Excessive growth will cause a drastic decrease in your fuel economy 

as well as cause unexpected issues with the maneuverability of your vessel. Excessive growth can also fowl up your running 

gear; propellers with too much growth are less efficient at pushing water thus diminishing your ability to properly control your 

vessel. Bottom paint is designed to help keep growth off of your boat’s bottom, however, it also requires friction to help knock 

the growth off and you get that friction from getting underway and letting the water run over the bottom of the boat. Even a 

brand-new paint job can develop growth in a short amount of time if the boat just sits.  

 

At a minimum, a boat’s engine should be started and let to run for at least half an hour once a month. More often would be 

better. It should run long enough for temperatures and pressures to come up to operating levels. While the engine is running, 

take time to look over the engine and mechanical components. Check for leaks or unusual sounds; observe your exhaust, does 

it look normal for your boat or is there a change that could indicate a problem? Take some time to walk around your boat and 

look for other items that may be out of the ordinary: have your windows or hatches developed leaks, does your head system 

work properly, does the engine shift in and out of gear, are all of your navigation lights operational?  

 

Doing a monthly check on the boat will help you identify potential issues before they become problematic, giving you time to 

fix them before you head out on a cruise where repairs become a headache.  

 

At the end of the day you are responsible for the condition of your boat and will bear the consequences of any issues resulting 

from a lack of maintenance. A boat partially sinking can run a repair bill in the many thousands. Add in any environmental fees 

associated with a spill from a boat sinking and you have got your self one heck of a headache. To me, it seems a lot easier to 

take the time once a month to spend an hour or two and be sure your boat is in good shape.  

Here’s to happy cruising! Be kind to one another and I’ll see you on the docks.                                             Tarin 
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FOSS PHOTOS OF                

THE MONTH 

Commencement Bay and the 

Foss Waterway act as many 

things to many people. A work-

place, a place to recreate, and of 

course, home. In this month’s 

photo of the month, we                 

celebrate the waking beauty of 

this locale, even on a rainy, cold 

winter day. Thank you  Mari           

Ferrer for these lovely views. 

 Send your submissions to  

Melynda@fossharbor.com 



Are you ready to get out 
of your slip? 
Do you happen to have 
the quarantine blues? 
You have vacation to use 
from work but unsure 
how to use or when you will able to travel? 
Are the San Juan Islands on your bucket list or may just want to 
go back with new friends? 
 
Please join Brandon and Dayna Bergstrom as they are planning to 
visit the San Juan’s at the end of July for 2 weeks! If your                           
interested in joining them, feel free to give them a text or call. 
Tentative travel plans consist of heading north on the 24th of July. 
Stops along the way will include the Ballard locks, lake Washing-
ton, Port Ludlow, Port Townsend and Anacortes. They will be then 
hitting Friday Harbor, Roche Harbor and Lopez Island before 
heading back south.  Traveling south will include stops at La Con-
ner, Everett and Poulsbo before making their way back to FHM.  
 
Many of you might know that Seafair 2021 is the weekend of    
August 6-8. So before heading from Poulsbo back to FHM, This 
would be a good time to make one final appearance in Lake 
Washington to enjoy some fresh water fun as the Blue Angels are 
flying high!!! 
 
Again, if your interested in traveling at trawler pace with a group 
of people that enjoy boating, have vacation/time to burn and 
want some sort of socializing, give the Bergstrom’s a call                                 
@ 206-450-8993. 

West Marine 

storage box, 

asking 

$300.00. 

(Same boxes new 

sell for about 

$650.00.) 

Please email 

or call:     

mjmilburn1@gmail.com - 425-736-2962 

Your ad here for FREE Submit to: melynda@fossharbor.com 


