Tides & Times
Following Seas

March 1, 2022

After a long winter, spring has finally arrived.
Each day that passes brings us ever closer to
the start of another boating season in the Puget
Sound. A walk through the marina reveals a
flurry of activity, as marina staff members and
boat owners alike work diligently to prepare
for what lies ahead. Inevitably, each spring
brings with it a sense of rebirth and
rejuvenation, and one can’t help but be excited
for the adventures and opportunities to come.
This year, though, feels a bit different. After 2.5
years of existing in a sort of “pandemic limbo”,
we’ve finally succeeded in stopping the Covid19 virus—at least to the point where we can
begin to realistically imagine getting our preCovid lives back. It’s safe to say that the virus
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will never be completely eliminated, but we now
know enough about it that we can exist alongside each other without letting it dominate every facet of our lives. Absent any major
changes such as new variants, 2022 will be the year that we can once again gather together and exchange stories, experiences and our
shared love for the water. We don’t yet have official dates, but as this grand re-opening of life occurs, we expect to again have tenant
community events such as National Marina Day, Summer Movie Nights and our always-popular Christmas party later this year. We also
anticipate a re-opening of our resident lounge, hopefully within the next few weeks. These last few years have been difficult for all of us
and we are beyond excited to welcome all of you back to the marina. You are the ones that make this community special and the daily
conversations that are shared (not to mention the doggy visits!) are often the highlights of our day. In other marina news:
•

Spring preparations are well underway here at the marina. This includes projects such as our annual dock scrubbing, which will
commence next week. Please keep your finger piers clear for easy access and to ensure that all surfaces get washed appropriately.
We’re also refreshing the bathroom and shower areas with new paint, repaired shower stalls and new toilet stall enclosures, so
please be patient with us as these improvements occur in the coming weeks.

•

We are very excited to unveil our new two-way texting service! You can now text us at the main number, 253-272-4404, rather
than needing to call or email for service. Whether you need to initiate a maintenance request, check on packages or make a
payment, you can now do this with the convenience of texting. Please note that this is different than our resident text alert system!
The notifications that come from 37373 are informational only, so you won’t be able to respond to those. Try it out today!

Thanks for reading and I’ll see you around the marina.

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager
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FHM Residents, here are the moorage rates for
the 2022 season, effective April 1, 2022. Thank you
for being a part of our boating community!

The Unspoken Rules for Proper Boating Etiquette

-Steve McLenachen

For years now, proper boating etiquette has been the unwritten rule of the water that all great
boaters live by. Some boaters come by it naturally, while others get taught or they learn it as they
go. These unspoken rules help keep everyone safe, on and off the water. Boating is a community
and being part of that community means you have a role to play as well.
Unfortunately, not everyone was programmed with this information and/or they might not have
someone to help teach it to them. Follow these simple rules below to help yourself become a more
valuable member to the boating community.
Take it slow: When you are coming into the marina or leaving, you need to keep your speed
down. By taking it slow, this will help control the wake, and it’ll give you more time to react if
something pops up. If you are moving too quickly through the marina, then this would cause a lot
of wakes, which could begin to bang other boats into each other or the docks. You are responsible
for any damage you cause to other people’s property.
Continued on page 3
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Boating Etiquette con’t from page 2

Lend a hand: All boaters should look out for each other, and when you see that someone might
need some help, the proper thing to do is go over and lend a helping hand. Giving a helping hand
could be for minor things such as helping a fellow boater carry some items out to the dock or
mooring. It could even be for something more severe like calling for help to the coast guard if their
boat is taking on water. Most importantly, if someone is requesting help, you should see what is
wrong and what you can do to help them.
Respect your fellow neighbor: Remember that sound
travels across the water, so even though you might not
be close anyone else, it doesn’t mean they can’t hear
your music or loud conversations.
Fuel and go: Once you are finished getting fuel, and
you have paid, don’t linger around and talk to everyone,
or take this time to buy some groceries. There could be
other boaters waiting behind you also to fuel up. If you
do need to buy something from the store or talk to
some friends, then once you are finished fueling up, and
you have paid, you should move your boat out of the
way and let someone else in.
Anchoring and mooring: When you are approaching an anchorage or mooring area, you should
come at a slow speed. You do not want to create a wake that could bother the other boaters who
might be taking a break eating lunch. The first boat in sets the tone for the others, so mimic how
they are tied off. Don’t get too close to the other anchored boats. If you have a lot of people on
board or intend to listen to music, then evaluate how far away you should be from the other
boaters. Staying downwind from them will help since sound travels well on water.
Keep your area clean: When you are docked at the marina keep in mind that other people will be
walking those docks, so don’t leave items laying around. Your cooler, shoes, and dock lines, should
all be stored away on board out of the way if not in use. If you borrow a dock cart that is intended
for public use, then return it as soon as you get finished with it.
Make way for others: If another boat is coming up fast on you, then slow down and move out of
their way. Boats should travel in single file when moving down channels, or approaching marina
entrances, etc. If there is enough room for the boat to go around you, then let them if it is safely
possible.
Educate your guests: It’s your job to make sure your guests know the rules, and where everything
is onboard in case of an emergency. If your guests are not wearing a lifejacket, then you need to let
them know where they are. Warn them about wake from other vessels on the water and what the
impact would be on your ship when that wake hits. Explain to them how to walk around the boat
safely, and when to be seated. And make sure they keep the noise down, so you don’t bother the
other boaters around you.
Be prepared: If you are the captain of the ship, then you need to be prepared with the safety rules
– how to pass, navigate, anchor and dock safely.
Be polite: One thing that I’ve noticed about boating etiquette is that for the most part, people are
very polite out on the water. For example, if you are passing another vessel regardless of their size,
the polite thing to do is to wave. Giving a little wave will also signal to the other boat that you
acknowledge them and you are aware that they are there. It also helps keep the peace and tends to
make the other person happy.
Thanks for reading and be safe out there!

-Steve McLenachen
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Magic

-By Tarin Todd

The sound of the rain drip drip dripping on the deck
woke me. I roll over in my bunk to look out the
window. The water would look like glass if it wasn’t for
the drops of rain disrupting the mirror finish of the
harbor. I pull myself up, rubbing the sleep from my
eyes. It was a calm night; my usual 2 am walkabout was
uneventful, except for the seal chasing a salmon, only
visible by the outline created from the
phosphorescence as they swam through the water in
their predator/prey dance.
One downside to being on the hook: no electricity to make coffee first thing. It’s too early yet to start the generator, so I
make my way up to the wheelhouse. As I take a seat in the captain’s chair, my thoughts wander to yesterday’s trip from
Friday Harbor to our current anchorage at Stuart Island.
It was a warm and sunny day. The slightest of breezes kept it just cool enough to be comfortable. As we cruised north in
San Juan Channel, we spotted the telltale sign of a group of boats all stopped in an unusual area, WHALES!
We pulled up to the outskirts of the group of vessels and shut down our main engines, being sure we left plenty of room
between us and the pod of orcas who were making their way north as well. The main pod settled in behind us for a short
while, so everyone headed to the stern to take in the beauty and curiosity that is an encounter with the orcas. I remained
in the wheelhouse, just in case we needed to move. As I was leaning out the wheelhouse window, craning my neck to try
and get a view of the wildlife show happening behind us, I heard what sounded like the opening of a really large can of

soda, PSHHHHHH.
I stepped out of the wheelhouse and made my way up to the bow just in time to see a large orca surface not once, but
twice, less than five feet from our bow. It’s not very often that an orca will come that close to a boat, and then to have a
private show for myself… I never did tell the rest what had happened. It was one of those moments that quietly comes
and goes leaving you with that sense that there is so much more in this world than the day to day lives we humans are so
focused on.
As my new friend slid gracefully away underwater, I returned to the wheelhouse. The others were still watching the show
on the stern. We remained for another 10-15 minutes as we allowed time for the orcas to swim away from us to a safe
distance. We started our main engines and got underway again.

“Did you see that one jump out of the water?”
“Oh my gosh, that was so cool! How about the baby orca, you saw that, right?”
Our encounter with the whales that day was all that was talked about the rest of our journey. A run-in with the orcas is
truly a special thing. I know many people who have spent a good chunk of their lives on the water here in the northwest
and not once seen the orcas. I have been lucky enough to have encountered them on a number of occasions, and each
time is just as magical as the first.
The orcas have become that magical unicorn that when anyone is on the water, there’s always a keen eye keeping watch
for the momentary flash of the black dorsal as the creatures surface for air then retreat to the safety of the depths.
Remember next time you encounter the orcas to slowdown, come to a full stop if necessary and shut down your
engines—then sit back and enjoy the show.
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Protect Yourself
Crime in the Puget Sound region is not relenting, and as such, we must do all we can to protect
ourselves. There is one common denominator when it
comes to car break-ins: Something is usually left visible and
in the open for thieves to target. This includes: paperwork,
car chargers, pocket change, empty coffee cups, articles of
clothing, etc. There doesn’t seem to be any rhyme or reason
as to the items that are stolen when a break-in happens.
When parking your car for an extended period of time (that
is, more than 5 minutes), leave NOTHING in it, and I mean
NOTHING! Your car’s interior should look as though it is
sitting on a car dealership lot. Really, don’t leave anything in
your car.
It takes a criminal mere seconds to smash your window, grab whatever they are after and move on.
They don’t think twice, they don’t ponder whether it is worth breaking into, they just do it, and then
they move on.
I know, it’s an inconvenience to have to empty your vehicle each time, but a broken window and
missing items, seems to me, to be a bigger inconvenience.

Don’t give thieves a reason to break into your vehicle.
Take care of each other and I will see you on the docks!
-Tarin

MOST MARINA MARKET INVENTORY 35% OFF
As of April 1st, we will be making
some changes the store. After that,
we will continue to carry a few
essential items, such as laundry
detergent, some snacks,
beverages, ice, a select few marine
supplies, &
more. We hope you will stop in and take a
peek once the change is complete. In the
meantime, please enjoy a 35% discount
on most items as we want to blow out
existing stock ASAP!
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Your ad here for FREE Submit to: melynda@fossharbor.com

FOR SALE 1979 Catalina, 27 ft sailboat. 8hp Tohatsu
outboard engine (just tuned up). With a moderate sail package. Asking $6,200. OBO. Please call or email Chris.
frankenfiddles@gmail.com
360-808-6946

