
 March 1, 2023 

Spring continues to fly by at an alarmingly swift pace, which means that the 2023 

boating season is just around the corner. In addition to all of the usual projects 

that help us prepare for the season ahead, this spring also brings with it several 

exciting new amenities, most of which are focused on improving security at Foss 

Harbor: 
 

• As I type this article, the asphalt and trenching work for the new, automated 

security gate at the middle lot entrance is being completed. This is expected 

to be completed within the next few days, at which point the last pieces of 

gate control hardware will be installed. We anticipate having all of the last 

hardware and software components installed within two weeks, with a final 

inspection being completed by the City of Tacoma near the end of March. 

All tenants on Gate #1 will simply use their existing key card to access 

either of the two automated gates, while all remaining residents will be 

contacted within the next few weeks to arrange picking up of their new 

credentials.  We are VERY excited to see this finally come to fruition, as we 

understand how important it is to provide safe, secure parking.  

• Another initiative to help make Foss Harbor safer is the expansion of our 

security camera system. Previously, the south end of the marina did not 

have camera coverage, simply due to the distance from the main office and 

the difficulty in sending a signal through the 11th Street Bridge. As of March 

1st, we are pleased to announce that our new south-end cameras are active! 

Four cameras are now monitoring the south parking area, as well as Gates                                                                                         

7 & 8, and additional cameras are being added in the coming weeks. We’re                                                                                          

also in the process of installing additional safety lighting in the south lot, so                                                                                      

stay tuned. Your safety—and the safety of our marina team—matters!  
 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

  Tides & Times 
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Foss Harbor  

            Landlubbers Dictionary 

 

• AYE AYE:  An expression of surprise, usually followed by “cheewawa!” 

• DAVIT:  Killed Goliath, never went to sea. 

• ANCHOR LIGHT:  A small light used to discharge the battery before daylight. 

• THROUGH-THE –HULL-FITTING:  Leak. 

• FLIPPER:  Rubber swimming aid worn on the feet. Usually available in two    
sizes, 3 and 17. 

• SWELL:  A wave that’s just great.  

Gate 7 & 8 Marina Tenants: Smile, you’re on camera!  



 

 

 

 

2 

FHM Residents, here are the moorage 

rates for the 2023 season, effective April 1, 

2023. Thank you for being a part of our 

boating community! 

                                                                                                                             

Foss Harbor friends, one of our marina tenants needs our help. Paul 

Morrison, a long-time sailor and the coordinator of many of Tacoma's 

charity marathon events, was rushed to the hospital in January after                       
becoming paralyzed. He was subsequently diagnosed with an extremely    

rare auto-immune disease, Guillain-Barre Syndrome, and has been in the 

hospital for 6+ weeks. He continues to fight for his life but faces and                   

extremely long and difficult road ahead.  
. 

Paul and his wife. Colleen, are loved members of our community and are 

some of the kindest, most giving people we know. This horrible situation 

has placed a tremendous burden on them and we are sharing this to help 

any way we can. Any donations, however small, are welcome. Even if you 

can't contribute anything, sharing this to broaden the reach of this                        

fundraiser will make an impact. Thanks to everyone for your support!     
 

                       https://gofund.me/8f58ef0f   

                                                                                     Photo by Kevin Hamblin 

https://gofund.me/8f58ef0f


                               STANDING TOGETHER 
Many residents of Foss Harbor Marina have been concerned over the vehicle break-ins and auto theft 

occurring in the parking areas. The marina has addressed this by building some fences and gates to 

help secure the lots, as well as additional lighting to deter criminal activity. When the marina arranged 

to have the Tacoma Police Department and Councilwoman Sarah Rumbaugh here to address the 

problems last summer, we learned some facts on why the police are unable to respond quickly to our calls. 

Evidently, they have a shortage of over 50 officers on the force. It has been difficult for them to get solid candidates, 

and when they do, it takes 18 months of training before the new hires are able to respond to calls. Unfortunately, 

we discovered that this is a reality (due to many reasons) that we will have to deal with. 

 

Fast forward to Saturday, 2/18. There was an intruder at Gate 8 from 9:00 pm until after 4:00 am. The intruder was 

first seen jumping the fence (after he unsuccessfully tried to pry open the gate). The tenant who observed this called 

the police. Shortly thereafter, another tenant discovered him near her boat. The intruder was acting strangely and 

she felt threatened, leading to another call to TPD. Finally, at 3 AM, he jumped onto the cockpit of a sail boat with a 

family aboard. He was chased off and the police were called a third time. (Eventually, officers were observed flashing 

lights from the parking lot to the docks after this 3rd call—and several hours of waiting.) We are unsure whether 

any other boats were boarded during this time.  

 

The live-aboard residents from Gate 8 met this week to discuss what we can do to protect ourselves, as well as our 

marina friends and neighbors. We know we cannot physically accost anyone on the docks, but at the same time, it 

has become clear that we cannot always rely on the police for a quick response. After much discussion of the ideas 

presented, we have decided to do the following to help take care of ourselves and each other (in addition to calling 

the police): 

 

• We created a phone/text “tree”.  Creating a “Group 

Emergency” number on our cell phones with everyone’s 

phone numbers included, will help us send out the word to 

quite a few people on the dock to notify them of strange 

activity. 

• Most of us have air horns on our boats, but many of us will be buying a bullhorn and/or spot light.  When 

someone feels threatened and sends out a text, we will respond by coming out on our boats and utilizing these 

to scare the intruder off. With a number of people blasting their horns and lights, we’re hoping that this will 

shock them enough to run away. 

• Consider keeping pepper spray onboard, as a last resort, in the event that your vessel is boarded and all other 

deterrence efforts have failed. 

 

It’s important to understand that Foss Harbor Marina is a large, diverse marina with many vessel owners who only 

visit their boats once or twice a year. There are also many transient guests and new tenants moving in, so seeing an 

unfamiliar face on the docks is not, in and of itself, an emergency. The most important thing you can do is to be 

aware of your surroundings, meet as many of your neighbors as possible, and immediately report any suspected 

criminal activity to 911. While you may not get an immediate response, the increase in calls and reports from this 

area will ultimately result in more police officers in our sector.  

 

The steps outlined above are easy, safe ways that we can help look out for ourselves in the absence of law 

enforcement. We encourage other gates to do the same for their security. 

-The Gate 8 Live-aboard Community 
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COMMUNITY 



Free steering wheel locks for any Hyundai & Kia vehicle owners,  years 2011 through 2021, available for 
pickup at all of the below police departments. Tacoma police department is not on the list yet, but there are no 
residency requirements in place, which means Tacoma residents can pick up their free steering wheel lock at any of 
the departments listed below:  

 

• Pierce County Sheriff’s Department (South Hill Precinct) 

• Lakewood Police Department 

• Puyallup Police Department 

• Edgewood Police Department 

• Eatonville Police Department 

• University Place Police Department *available beginning 
Feb 28* 

• Bonney Lake Police Department 

• Buckley Police Department 

• Fife Police Department 

• Fircrest Police Department 

• Steilacoom Police Department 

• Sumner Police Department 

• Federal Way Police Department 

• Auburn Police Department 

• Des Moines Police Department 

• SeaTac Police Department 

• Enumclaw Police Department 

 

To receive a free lock, owners need to bring their registration and key to show that they own a 2011-21 key-start Hyundai 
or Kia. It is important to note that the Puget Sound Auto Theft Task Force, in partnership with Kia and Hyundai, is 
providing these devices to aid in deterring vehicle theft. The locks do not guarantee protection from theft. 
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FOSS PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

Thank you  Karen Meyer for submitting 

your photo. What a great reminder that 

spring is right around the corner! 

  

Do you have a beautiful or unusual    

photo of  the marina, waterway, or                      

Tacoma? Send it to 

melynda@fossharbor.com!  



                                  Woman Mariners of FHM                                                                                                 

Hello, fellow FHM tenants! A few have approached me to write a periodic article that highlights our Foss Harbor 

Marina (FHM) women tenants, so I thought I would give it a shot! We have a rich and diverse population of mariners 

who moor their boats here. If you’d like to be featured or know of a woman whose experiences on the water might 

be interesting, please contact me at the email address below.  

Some of you might be asking, “why only women?” I grapple with that question at times. If I believe competent 

seamanship is not gender-specific, why would I want to draw attention to gender?  My perspective follows:  

The United States Coast Guard reports the following statistics: (See below for reference info)  

2022 Total Merchant Mariners – 198,757 

Of the total licensed mariners, how many are female? – 15,536  

Of the total, how many hold a master’s license? – 94,349 

Of the masters, how many are female? – 6039  

Of the masters, how many hold unlimited tonnage credentials? – 18,866 

How many females hold unlimited tonnage credentials? - 322 

How many females hold unlimited tonnage and unlimited oceans? - 219 

  

There are many reasons why there are significantly fewer women than men in the maritime industry. Those topics 

are out-of-scope for this article. While there is certainly a larger percentage of women who own recreational boats 

or enjoy boating on the water than represented those in the maritime industry, I think we can draw some 

conclusions that there is a lot of room for growth in recreational boating! When finally, we don’t notice a woman 

single-handing her own boat, or flawlessly docking a large vessel any more than appreciating a proficient man, then 

maybe the gender discussion will be moot.  

I would love to see women encouraging each other to take the helm of their own recreational boats and learn about 

piloting and docking the boat safely. The more women know about their boats and how to operate them, the less 

stressful and more fun it is for all. Didn’t we get boats to have fun and enjoy the water? That said, these articles 

won’t focus on the how-to of seamanship, but rather the inspiration of women already out there doing their thing 

on the water. Hopefully, these articles inspire and encourage women to be active partners in their boating 

experiences and to feel powered to learn as much as they can. Also, I hope to introduce readers to the women of 

Foss Harbor Marina to help build a network of supportive women to share their experiences and love of the water.  

A little about me: I was lucky enough to grow up in a boating family whose cruising ranged from Olympia to Haida 

Gwaii. We cruised with our yacht club and extended family, including my tugboat captain cousin. My airline pilot dad 

insisted we all learn basic seamanship and operation of the family 45 ft Munk-designed wooden boat. When raising 

my own family, I bought my first boat, which of course, led to incrementally bigger boats with longer travel ranges. 

During the covid shutdown, I fulfilled a lifelong dream to get my USCG OUPV and 50-ton master’s endorsement. I 

work full-time remotely managing several teams healthcare IT. Part-time, I teach both men and women hands-on 

boating skills through my own business and Seattle Seafaring. I also recently launched a yacht management business. I 

liveaboard my 54-foot Angel Pilothouse here in the FHM. In my sixties, I’m finally spending more of my energy and 

time doing what I love—being on the water. My choice to be a part of teaching and encouraging boaters at this point 

in my life is directly related to the examples of women in the maritime industry and the support of the awesome 

women and men in my life.  

 

PeggyClaar@comcast.net                              Reference: Kevin F. George Administrative Program Specialist, National Maritime Center 
4 



For Sale: 
 
2004 Achilles LS1 88 Inflatable Boat 
with 2011 Honda BF2 2hp Outboard. 
$3500.00 or best offer. 
Call 253-334-8656 
 

Your ad here! Submit to: melynda@fossharbor.com 


