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Following Seas 
Starting on May 5th, the State of Washington will begin a phased 

reopening of certain types of outdoor recreation, including fishing, 

single-day use of state parks and more. While Governor Inslee’s 

“stay at home” order has been extended for 30 more days, it is  

encouraging to see the state government recognize the importance 

of outdoor recreation to Washingtonians. For boaters, especially, 

having a sanctuary on the water is vital to our sanity – particularly 

during a worldwide pandemic. If you’re anything like me, you’ve 

likely watched enough Tiger King and Seinfeld reruns to last a life-

time!   

Although the marina has been open throughout the statewide shutdown and boating was never prohibited, the easing of 

these recreational restrictions will invariably make weekend cruising popular once again. If you do elect to visit the marina or 

take a quick trip on your boat, you still need to exercise extreme caution and continue utilizing social distancing, as well as 

regular handwashing/sanitizing and wearing facial coverings. Here are some other ways that you can be a responsible boater 

as we head into the summer season: 

 

   -  In addition to your usual items like sunscreen, snacks and beverages, be sure to pack disinfecting wipes, sanitizer and  

disposable gloves. All of these items can be found in the marina market – including disposable face masks and                       

disinfecting wipes! 

 

 -    Prepare and wash your vessel away from others. If your neighbor is out washing their boat, it’s best to wait until they’re 

finished so as to avoid infringing on the “six feet” rule. Additionally, don’t assist neighbors with dock lines unless it’s a 

critical situation. Only you or your crew should be touching your boat and dock lines for the foreseeable future. If you do 

need to assist someone to help prevent damage or harm to someone else, be sure to thoroughly wash your hands and 

sanitize afterwards.  

 

 -    Don’t gather on the docks, especially in larger groups. Although marinas are generally considered friendly and social  

places, this is one instance where it’s ok to keep to yourself. If someone starts a conversation, be sure to maintain a   

distance of six feet away at all times and ensure that you’re wearing a facial covering.  

 

-  While out on the water, keep the number of people on your boat to a minimum. In fact, a good rule of thumb right now 

is to only have immediate family members onboard, as you’re more likely to be aware of where family members have 

been and whether they’re taking appropriate safety measures during the pandemic. Most importantly, do not tie or raft 

up to other vessels. Aside from the potential health hazard, this sort of activity has brought unwanted attention to the 

marina and boating industry and has even led to boating being prohibited in other states.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                    Continued on page 2... 



 

 

 

Following Seas continued from page 1…. 

-    When you return to Foss Harbor Marina, follow the same precautions and guidelines as you did upon departure.   

Boaters all love to regale each other with tales of their heroic nautical journeys and angling conquests, but this is not 

the time for fish stories on the dock. Instead, be sure to document your trip with copious amounts of photos or    

videos and share the best ones on Facebook or Instagram. You can even post them to the marina Facebook page or 

send to Info@fossharbor.com. You might even be featured in our next newsletter!  

 

The last 3 months have been unlike anything most of us have experienced in our lifetimes. Unlike a singular historical event like 

9/11 or Hurricane Katrina, this pandemic will directly impact the health and wellbeing of millions of people around the globe, 

regardless of race, religion or social/economic status. Now, more than ever, is a time to reflect and appreciate what we still 

have – as well as that which we’ve lost. We’re very fortunate to have a place like Foss Harbor Marina and the Puget Sound, 

our sanctuary, where we can do just that – even if only for a moment.  

I’ll see you around the marina.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  
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Foss Harbor Market Has What You Need  

We’re open and have the essentials 

in stock! Food staples, disposable 

face masks,  paper goods, hand  

sanitizer, and of course, wine & 

BEER! Stop by and see us, if we 

don’t have what you need, we’ll  

order it! 
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  It’s Time to Go Boating  

By now, most boaters would be preparing for the up-

coming boating season. Appointments for service are 

being scheduled, detailers are buffing and waxing away 

and families are making plans on where to cruise or sail 

to for the summer vacation.  

This year, however, with COVID-19, we are going to 

have to adjust our plans a bit. Social distancing will like-

ly be necessary for many months to come, at least until 

a vaccine is available, so our boating adventures may 

look a little different, but that doesn’t mean you need 

to cancel your boating fun. It just means you should be 

prepared.  

First, plan ahead and be sure your destination is open 

for visitors. San Juan County, for example, has instructed all marina and resort facilities to deny transient moorage to any “non-

essential” boating as long as the Stay-At-Home order is in place. Likewise, all state-owned lands were closed until recently as 

part of the order, so, although anchoring at one of the many Marine State Parks may be appealing, shore facilities may be 

locked up and technically setting foot in those parks would be against the order. Call ahead to be sure you don’t float up to a 

“CLOSED” sign. Also ask the facility what measures they have put in place that you will be expected to comply with. Having 

that knowledge ahead of time can help make your visit that much smoother. 

Even though the Stay-At-Home order has been eased slightly, it is probably best to have back up plans should another Stay-At-

Home order be issued while you are out cruising. Where will you go if the marina you had reservations at suddenly is asked to 

close? Do you have enough activities onboard to keep everyone entertained should the anchorage you’ve chosen ends up being 

closed to shore visits? Let’s not forgot about our beloved cross border sailing adventures into the Gulf Islands. Currently, the 

border remains closed to all non-essential travel, including recreational boating. Without knowing how long the closure will 

last, maybe this is the year you plan to visit some of those anchorages you’ve been eyeing but never have explored. The South 

Sound, for example, is little utilized by recreational boaters, compared to the North Sound anyway. There are amazing views of 

Mt. Rainier and the Olympics as well as numerous quiet anchorage locations to be visited.  

In addition to being sure your destination is “open for business”, take a moment and ask yourself if it is safe to visit. Has any-

one onboard your boat been sick recently? Keep in mind, small communities like the San Juan Islands have very limited medical 

capacity and an influx of illness, of any kind, can quickly overload their system. I can remember the one occasion I dropped a 

passenger off in Roche Harbor with possible appendicitis. They ended up flying him out of Friday Harbor for emergency treat-

ment in Anacortes. Not an ideal way to get medical help. So be sure you aren’t a possible carrier of an illness that could impact 

the small communities you visit. One of the great things about boating, in my opinion, is the self-reliant nature of it. When you 

are underway, it’s just you and the people onboard with you. Boating teaches us to be ready for anything that may come up. As 

many of us know, help, when needed on the water, can be some-time away. As of right now, towing assist companies, like Ves-

sel Assist, as well as the Coast Guard, have continued their operations as normal, but there is nothing set in stone, so being 

prepared to help ourselves and others is extra important this season.  

We should also be prepared onboard as well. Keep a good stock of cleaning supplies, sanitizer, gloves and masks. When possi-

ble, only allow you or your crew to handle your lines or fill your water tanks. It is in the boating nature to help. Right now, 

though, not helping may be what keeps everyone healthy.  
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...boating continued from page 3 

Hopefully as we learn more about the disease that has upended our norms, we will be able to roll back to normal, but until 

then, boating can and SHOULD be a safe outlet for recreation, just make sure you are taking precautions to keep yourself and 

others safe and healthy as well as making proper plans to ensure your boating adventure won’t be put on the rocks by COVID-

19. 

As we’ve seen in other recreational industries, how we act will have an impact on any orders issued. Public lands were closed 

only after groups defied the Stay-At-Home order and had large gatherings in the woods of Washington and packed hiking trails. 

As boaters, I believe we can set an example. Let’s prove that we can do the right thing while still enjoying our beloved hobby.  

I realize that there are differing views on whether the Stay-At-Home order was necessary or not… I’m not getting into that 

discussion. The reality is the order was issued, and can likely be issued again, so lets each do our part to help. By doing so, we 

may be able to prove that boating should be allowed because we can make it a safe and healthy activity for all, even during the 

need to limit other activities.  

Stay healthy and see you on the docks! 

Tarin 
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Foss Harbor has an after-hours emergency phone number: 253-392-8140. The                         

after-hours emergency phone is for marina-related emergencies ONLY, such as broken 

water pipes, broken gates and minor security issues. This phone number is NOT a 

lock-out service. Please call 911 immediately if you see a crime in progress.   



 

   

Considering Selling Your Boat in the Near Future? Read This Now 

 

They say the two happiest days of a boater’s life are the day they buy and the day they sell. In 

the past couple months, we have seen a number of boat sales take place. On a couple of 

occasions, we have had to be the bearer of bad news: the slip couldn’t be transferred to the 

new owner. We do have lengthy waitlists for a number of slip sizes and as such we do need to respect the folks who 

have paid their deposit and have waited—years, in some cases—for a slip here at Foss Harbor. 

If you are considering selling your boat, please notify the marina office so that we can take a look at our waitlists and 

advise you as to whether the slip can transfer to the new owner. We’d like to see your boat sale go as smoothly as 

possible so please communicate with us on this issue. Please do not give keys or parking passes to buyers. This will 

forfeit your deposit on these items. Call the office if in doubt; we’re here to help!  

Foss Photo of the Month 
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Do you have a beautiful or unusual photo of Tacoma, the marina or the sound? Send submissions to 

Melynda@fossharbor.com 

Thank you to Don on H-Dock for submitting this captivating sunset on the Foss Waterway.     



  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 

 


