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For most of us, the last 12 months have been difficult. Some lost 
friends and loved ones, while others lost their jobs or businesses.  
Virtually of us lost an entire year of doing what we loved, 
whether it be traveling the world, visiting our families or simply 
enjoying a weekend meal with friends. Thankfully, the dark days 
of 2020 are receding further into the distance behind us, while a 
new spring joyously announces the arrival of new life, new 
opportunity and—finally—the chance to once again engage with 
the people around us. Although restrictions on public gatherings, 
restaurants and businesses remain, there’s a tangible sense of 
renewed hope and optimism and one can’t help but feel that        
better times are ahead. We’re grateful to everyone who has           
stayed with us since the start of the pandemic and we’re excited                                                                                                          
to start seeing your smiling faces back on the docks (even if the smiles are partially obscured by a dreaded disposable 
mask). The last year has presented innumerable challenges to all of us, but the strength and positivity of our community 
has kept the Foss Harbor team motivated and engaged as we move into this new boating season. For those that haven’t 
recently been to the marina, you’ll soon be welcomed with newly-scrubbed docks, gorgeous flower and mulch beds 
throughout the common areas and freshly painted facilities. Our entire dock staff has worked tirelessly the last few weeks 
to ensure that your experience at Foss Harbor is enjoyable and memorable, but please don’t hesitate to ask if there’s 
anything we can do to make it even better! 

In other news, we are planning a grand-reopening of our marina store, likely sometime in June. We’ll have more details in 
the coming weeks, so stay tuned to our newsletter and Facebook page for the latest information. Thanks and we’ll see 
you on the docks!  

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

EXTENDED SUMMER STORE HOURS BEGIN June 1st  

To New Beginnings... 

Monday - Saturday:                                                                        

Fuel Dock - 8 am - 7 pm                                              

Store/Office -                                    

10 am - 7 pm                                                       

Sunday:   

Fuel Dock - 9 am - 5 pm     

Store/Office -                                         

10 am - 5pm                                                                

Summer is Coming! 



 

Meet Mittens, the most recent 
(and the last!) addition to the 
Salty Tribe. Mittens enjoys lazy 
afternoons on the lazarette and 
going for rides in all the 
doll toys. Surprisingly, at 
only 7 months old, she                   
is the least salty of our 
crew.  

 

Thank you to the Latimer 

family for your submission!  

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pets on the Poopdeck 
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Do you have a pet on your poopdeck? Please send pics of your four legged furry friend to Melynda@fossharbor.com 

 



 

 

Please Help Us Welcome Maria to the Marina! 
We excited to introduce to you our new office and store assistant, Maria Kearney!   

 

Maria has made a home on the Thea Foss Waterway for many years as a sailor, former  

skipper of the Sea Scout Ship Vèritè, and as crew on the SSS Charles N. Curtis. Maria has 

volunteered for the Tacoma Community Boat Builders with their Sharp Sisters program and 

was a volunteer educator at the Foss Waterway Seaport Museum. 

 

Maria’s on-water experience is extensive; she worked a summer in Juneau, Alaska on board 

a small cruise ship and in the Gulf of Mexico as a deckhand on a foot ferry in Corpus   

Christi, Texas. Back here at home, Maria worked as a Senior deckhand and relief Engineer 

for the Pierce County ferries that service Ketron and Anderson Islands. 

 

Maria graduated from Pacific Lutheran University with her Bachelor’s and Master’s in Educa-

tion and worked as a Middle School and High School art teacher for the Puyallup Tribe. We are hopeful she can teach Tarin 

and Melynda something! 

 

Maria is an avid photographer. She also enjoys sailing, throwing on the pottery wheel, doing raku firings, and saying hello to 

every dog that comes by the marina office. In her free time, she dons her super hero cape and helps little old ladies cross the 

street. Maria is also a rubber band shooting world champion (safety glasses advised) and an accomplished Bob Ross            

impersonator; her happy little trees are indiscernible from those Bob painted himself! 

 

We are really excited to have Maria on the team; stop by the office and give her a warm welcome! 
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        After-hours Emergency Number  

Foss Harbor has an after-hours emergency phone number: 253-392-8140. The                    

after-hours emergency phone is for marina-related emergencies ONLY, such as broken 

water pipes, broken gates and minor security issues. This phone number is NOT a             

lock-out service. Please call 911 immediately if you see a crime in progress.   

FLAGSHIP CLASS PARKING 

As you may or may not know, Flagship Maritime Captain's License Training has a             

classroom right next door to the marina office. They have a couple parking spaces that 

they reserve during the days class is in session. These reserved slots are located right in 

front of their glass windows, and front door.  

Please be aware of these signs when they are posted. They are put up the day before a 

class begins, so please be sure to move your vehicle by 7am or forgo parking there at 

all if moving your vehicle in the early morning is not a possibility. Your help keeping the 

marina running smoothly is greatly appreciated!    



 

   Federal safety rule, which went into effect April 1, 2021, applies to boats 

less than 26 feet operating at plane or above displacement speed. 

Too many small powerboat operators leave the lanyard to 

the engine cutoff switch dangling uselessly unattached to 

the skipper. Operators of vessels less than 26 feet in length, 

with open-helm stations, must wear a link that shuts off the 

engine in the event an operator is ejected from the vessel 

or thrown from the helm station. This Federal Law takes 

effect on April 1, 2021, and applies only to boats manufac-

tured after January 1, 2020, with 3 horsepower engines or 

greater. The Engine Cut-Off Switch (ECOS) link must be at-

tached whenever the boat is operating on the plane or greater than displacement speed. Seven States 

have adopted the law, with other States to soon follow. To-date, Washington State has not yet imple-

mented this Federal Law. The Coast Guard is currently planning educational enforcement for this law 

where applicable. 

The lanyard-style kill-switch is the most commonly used device when operating small boats with open 

helm stations. The lanyard is usually a coiled bungee cord lanyard clipped onto the operator’s person, 

such as clothing or their lifejacket, and the other end attached to the boat’s engine cut-off switch. If 

the operator is thrown from the helm station, the lanyard pulls away, shutting off the boat’s engine 

switch. This important safety device prevents the boat from continuing through the water without an 

operator with the risk of running over people or running into other boats. Boats under power without 

an operator tend to start running in circles, creating a hazard not only for other boats, but also for 

Coast Guard personnel who must get the boat under control. Boats manufactured after January 1, 

2020, are required to have an engine cut-off switch, but boat manufacturers have voluntarily installed 

ECOS on their boats for decades. The Coast Guard highly recommends using an engine cut-off device 

on all open-style boats. 

When the lanyard kill-switch style device is separated from the boat’s kill-switch, the engine is shut off 
and the lanyard must be re-attached in order to start the engine again. There are several different 
makes of kill-switch lanyards. The Cole-Hersee lanyard is one that allows the engine to be restarted 
without the lanyard attached. There are also wireless man-overboard alarm systems that can be used 
in place of a lanyard. A professional marine electrician will most likely need to make this installation, 
especially if you plan to connect it to your GPS or chart plotter. Boat U.S. Foundation published 
a report regarding their study of various types of kill-switch devices. 

When docking your boat, the kill-switch lanyard is not required since you may need to move away 

from the helm in which case the link would be disengaged from the switch, shutting off the engine 

and preventing safe control of the boat while docking. Currently, there is no requirement to wear an 

Engine Cut-Off Switch Link if the helm station on the vessel is within an enclosed cabin. 

Photo by Boat U.S. Foundation 
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https://www.boatus.org/findings/42/


 

                                                                                                                 

        Jobs   Jobs   Jobs 

 

 
 

Freedom Boat Club is hiring dock staff for               

immediate positions at Foss Harbor and all   

eleven of our locations. 

Please reach out to Will for an interview by call-

ing 253-222-5453.  We will train all new hires for 

an exciting and outdoor job on the water! 

Send email inquiries to                                                         

Tacoma@freedomboatclub.com 
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Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com  

 


