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Tides & Times
DOCKING: The Struggle is Real
Very often I like to write stories for our newsletter. Hopefully entertaining, at the least, but motivational or inspirational is usually the goal. This month, however, I want to
address a practical topic instead: Docking in the Wind.
To start, from our vantage point at the office and store, we
usually have a great view of the boats coming and going
from our fuel dock, including those boaters who have a
hard time getting onto or off of the dock. Now that fall has
set in, we have already begun to see more regular winds,
which, for our area, are usually out of the north. The Thea
Foss Waterway runs almost exactly north-south, meaning
the wind is always coming into the waterway from the direction of the bay, or coming from the direction of the Tacoma Dome in the case of a south wind. In other words, the wind is
almost always blowing up or down the waterway.
In the last couple weeks, we have watched time and time again as boaters have struggled to get onto our fuel dock. In all the
cases where they have struggled, they were putting their stern into the wind, that is, their stern was facing in the direction
from which the wind is coming from (if you are standing facing your bow, you would feel the wind on the back of your head).
For maneuverability reasons, this is absolutely the wrong way to be facing. When at all possible, face your bow into the wind
(facing the front of your boat, you should feel the wind on your face). With your bow into the wind, you will maintain more
control and you can use the force of the wind to help push you onto the dock. Yes, it might be troublesome to move your
lines and fenders from one side to the other, but isn’t it worth it if your docking is easier? Just sayin’…
Boats get their power and directional force from the stern, where the propellers are located. With the wind on your stern you
have less control as you slow down and you will now need to back into the wind to stop, basically working against the wind.
This essentially takes away your control, or at least greatly diminishes it. By turning around and putting your bow (nose) into
the wind, you will maintain more control and you will be able to approach the dock slowly, using the wind to help push you in
instead of fighting the wind while it pushes you down from the back.
I searched for a video or graphic that would demonstrate this, however, there isn’t a lot on the web. I did however find this
article which makes a lot of good points: https://www.pantaenius.com/us-en/service/prevention/news-detail/news/docking-inhigh-winds-and-strong-currents/
If you would like a more detailed explanation of what I wrote of above, please stop by the office, I’m always happy to discuss
boat operation techniques.
DOCKING continued on page 2
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DOCKING con’t…

Finally, Practice! Practice! Practice! Did I mention practice? In my experience,
most situations that get recreational boaters hung up would not be an issue if
they had practiced operating their boat in many conditions, especially “nonideal” conditions. You might say, “I just don’t go out when the conditions are
bad.” Ok, that’s fair, to a point, but what happens on that day you forgot to
look at the forecast, or, the forecast was wrong; when you left the marina, it
was calm and when you came back to dock it has become windy. Suddenly, you
are cruising when conditions aren’t ideal. What now? By practicing, you also
learn when to say, “conditions are too bad to attempt docking, I need to wait
or find another location to tie up until conditions improve.” Remember,
parked boats DO NOT COUNT AS TRAFFIC and if you hit one, it is no one
else’s fault but yours.
It once took me 4 hours to dock. I was taking a 78-footer into Roche Harbor. The wind was blowing a sustained 20 knots and
the marina had assigned us a slip on the old docks. Imagine regular boat slips, but for 100-foot boats. There was also a multimillion-dollar yacht already there that we were going to slide in next to. The combination of a narrow slip, a large boat, an expensive neighbor and extremely unfavorable winds caused me to pause. Instead of docking and risking injury to crew or damage to
vessels and the dock, I chose to do circles in the bay for 4 hours until conditions improved, when we were able to make a safe
landing in our assigned slip. Short of a medical emergency or problem with the boat, is there really anything that is so important that it is worth risking damage or injury? I, personally, think not.
We are fortunate in this area to have access to empty docks. The Seaport Museum docks are a great place to practice in the
wind. The docks are normally empty on blustery days, so it is a perfect location to learn how your boat reacts in a strong wind
without concern for hitting other boats. It is also a great place to tie up and wait for conditions to improve before you attempt
to put your boat back in your slip.
Operating a boat can be fun as well as challenging. As with anything in life that is challenging, when we practice, we get better
and the challenge soon turns into a skillset that is fun and useful. Why treat boating any different?

Be nice to each other and I’ll see you on the docks,
Tarin

Reminder: As we start transitioning into
colder weather (especially if you are a liveaboard), please try to keep your water tanks
topped off in case we have freezing temps and
need to shut the water off to the docks. Shutting off the water and clearing the lines keeps
the pipes from breaking. We monitor the
weather and notify everyone in advance as
much as possible; being prepared will put you
ahead of the game if we do have to shut down
everything due to unforeseen circumstances.
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REMODELED RESTROOMS

We are very pleased to announce the completion of our tenant
bathroom remodel. For those that haven’t been to the marina in a
while, here are a few photos so you can see the upgraded facilities. One
of the most notable improvements is the addition of secure,
fully-enclosed shower rooms, which are available in the two
northernmost bathrooms. We know that clean, inviting restroom
facilities are one of the most important amenities for our boaters, and
we’re excited to be able to offer this improved service to our residents.
Please note that there will be a couple of minor electrical and lighting
repairs occurring in the coming weeks, but interruptions to facility
access should be minimal.
This remodel was done
entirely by Scott Monett, our
Operations Manager, who has
worked extremely hard to get
this project finished. If you see him out on the docks, be
sure to let him know what a great job he’s done! Thanks to
all of you for making Foss Harbor the best marina
community around; I hope that you and your family are
doing well and staying safe. See you around the marina!
-Ian Wilkinson, CMO

Join Foss Harbor in helping local Tacoma families
in need during this holiday season. Holidays can
be tough when there just isn't enough. We want to
fill our donation box several times over! From
now until Christmas, we will be collecting and
donating non-perishable food items to Saint Leo Food Connection.
Simply bring your donation to the marina office, and we will do the rest. Here's an extra
added incentive: donate a full grocery bag and get five dollars off your next months
moorage charges (up to $30.00 total). Thanks, everyone!

The Foss Harbor Market and the fuel dock will be
closing at NOON on the 25th, then CLOSED on
November 26th and 27th for the Thanksgiving
holiday. Warm holiday wishes to all!
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WIN A THANKSGIVING MEAL FOR 2!
Prepared by Chef Connie Kays, these dinners are freshly prepared, fully cooked, packaged, and ready
to heat and eat! This gourmet meal includes:
-Turkey. (2 lbs white and dark meat)
-Stuffing with Sausage and Organic Sage
-Turkey Gravy with White Wine
-Mashed Potatoes
-Sweet Potatoes with Handmade Marshmallow and Pecans
-French Green Beans
-Fresh Baked Bread
-Pumpkin Pie with Fresh Made Whipped Cream

All you have to do is watch Foss Harbor’s Facebook page. When you see a post announcing the dinner giveaway, simply “like” the post and you will be entered to win the above meal for two. We will
draw two names. Meals will be freshly delivered on Monday, 11/23 and need to be picked up before
end of day 11/24. Foss Harbor tenants only! For more by Chef Connie: TacomaMeals.com
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Christmas 2020 at Foss Harbor
Well, ladies and gentlemen, Christmas this year is going to be a little different. We still plan to hold a
raffle with prizes, and a boat decorating contest, (socially distanced and masked up, of course) also
with fabulous prizes. Since we cannot have our biggest party of the year in the usual way, we will try
to make up for it with bigger moorage giveaways and prizes! Stay tuned, watch your email and Facebook, more details to come! The boat decorating contest will be here before you know it, start unraveling those lights! We look forward to celebrating with you all every year. 2020 will be no
exception, we will simply do things a little different to keep everyone safe!
REMOTE LEARING & RESOURCES DURING COVID
Hi, I'm Sharron from the Discovery on D dock. Like some other
parents/grandparents that live at the Marina (or just boat here), my
grandchildren come to our boat every weekday for remote learning.
I thought it might be helpful and fun to learn about our shared
educational experiences. Anyone is welcome to contact me so we
can share ideas as a group. You can stop by or email
sharron.glenn@gmail.com with the subject “EDUCATION ON THE
DOCKS”.
Looking forward to starting a conversation.
Sharron

Do you have an ablative or hard epoxy
based paint on your hull? Do you know
the difference? If your boat has ablative
paint, no bottom cleaning is allowed here
at the marina. If you have even semiablative paint, you will see it come-off on
your fingers when wiped across the hull,
and it will produce a plume when cleaned
underwater. If you have questions, please
feel free to contact the marina office and
we can help! Every little bit counts, help
us keep our waters as clean as possible.
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