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  Tides & Times 

After an amazing Indian summer that extended this year’s boating season by 

several weeks, November is now upon us. Seemingly overnight, the warm, 

sunny days of October have faded into memory, as the cold, windy days of 

winter settle in over the Pacific Northwest. While it’s always bittersweet to 

watch the last vestiges of a carefree summer slip away, November is also a 

time to embrace friends and family, while reflecting and being thankful for all 

that we’ve been given. The entire marina team wishes you and your loved 

ones a very happy Thanksgiving and we appreciate all of you for helping to 

make Foss Harbor the best marina on the Puget Sound! 

 

In marina-related news: Less than 48 hours after Daylight Savings Time ended, 

we got hit with our first winter storm, with sustained northerly winds of well 

over 30 knots and gusts nearing 40. The team worked diligently on Tuesday, 

11/8, securing boats, adding dock lines and fenders and helping to ensure that 

all of our boats made it through (relatively) unscathed. We will do our best 

to contact those may have incurred minor damage, but we strongly encour-

age all boat owners to come check on their boats as soon as possible. Winter 

is coming, after all, and this likely won’t be the last storm we experience in 

the coming months. 

 

As a result of the heavy winds, you are likely to 

see a lot of logs and woody debris in the water 

over the next several days. Please do NOT   

remove debris from the water and leave it on 

the dock, where it becomes a safety hazard. If 

you see a large object hitting or potentially  

damaging a boat at the marina, then please call 

the office and we will respond accordingly. 

Thank you and please be safe out on the docks! 

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

November 2022 

Following Seas 

 

The First Winter Storm of 2022/23 
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THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS HAS ARRIVED - Here’s What’s Happening! 

Foss Harbor Marina is partnering with St. Leo's Food Connection again this year to do our 

part to help the community and will be accepting donations in the main office from now 

through Christmas.  

We will be accepting non-perishable foods, dog food, toiletries, baby food, household goods 

such as dish soap, and clothing donations. Some perishable donations are accepted as well, 

such as milk, butter, potatoes, onions, etc. 

As a thank you all for your support, Foss Harbor will credit your account $5.00 per grocery 

bag donated, up to $30.00.  Together, can we donate 1000 pounds of food and goods?                             

Let’s find out!  

The Foss Harbor Market and fuel 

dock will be closing at NOON on the 

23rd, then CLOSED on November 

24th and 25th for the Thanksgiving 

holiday.  Warm wishes to all!              

Reminder: As we start transitioning into colder weather (especially if you 

are a live-aboard), please try to keep your water tanks topped off in case 

we have freezing temps and need to shut the water off to the docks. Shut-

ting off the water and clearing the lines keeps the pipes from breaking.  We 

monitor the weather and notify everyone in advance as much as possible; 

being prepared will put you ahead of the game if we do have to shut down 

everything due to unforeseen circumstances. Thank you! 



 

                                              WINTER CRUISING  

 

The “offseason” is upon us, the sun has vanished, and the cold wet weather has sprung like a “jack in the 

box.” That said, it does not have to be the end of cruising for the year. A foul weather cruise can make for the                

coziest of excursions.  

With proper planning and the right gear, wet and 

windy conditions can still make for a comfortable 

and exciting cruise in Puget Sound. I love cruising 

in the fall and winter; the most popular summer 

spots are now quiet and empty of the summer 

boaters making it feel as though you are the only 

one there. Poulsbo is a wonderful destination 

with much of the town just at the head of the 

dock, no having to walk far in the rain to get to 

the variety of shops and restaurants.  

Bell Harbor in Seattle is another spot I enjoy.  

Seattle’s waterfront sees less tourists this time of 

year meaning smaller crowds to enjoy the sights, 

not to mention Pike Place Market. 

Another reason to cruise in the offseason is for practice. I know many new boaters who are fearful of operating 

their boat in nasty weather, however, the only way to get over that is by doing it. Watch the forecast for a day that 

has some blustery wind forecast and make a plan to do some practice operating your boat in less favorable                          

conditions. The dock at the Seaport Museum is usually empty this 

time of year and makes for a great spot to practice approaching 

and docking in heavy winds. You may not intend to ever do any 

real foul weather cruising but having the skills needed for heavy 

weather is still a good idea as weather can turn at any time. Once 

you develop the skill of handling you boat in strong winds, you may 

find enjoyment in the challenge it can bring and the satisfaction of 

being able to control your craft. Those skills will also make you a 

better boat operator in nice weather as well.  

Although nasty weather can be intimidating—trust me, I know—

you only get over that intimidation and anxiety by actually getting 

out there and facing it. Stretch your limits and have some fun. The fall and winter in the Puget Sound and Salish Sea                  

offers wonderful cruising opportunities, why not take advantage of them? 

 

Be kind to one another and I’ll see you on the docks, 

Tarin 
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Halloween Fun! Here we have Brutus P. Wilkinson, Esquire, decked out in his 

Halloween finery and some shots of our marina community handing out candy during 

the “Grit City Costume Paddle” on October 29th. Our marina community here at Foss 

is simply the best! We hope everyone had a safe and Happy Halloween! Thank you Liza 

Calderon and Di Graves for the photos!  
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 Thanksgiving gift card giveaways! We usually give away turkeys, but we’re do-

ing things a little differently this year.  Keep your eyes peeled the next time you are               

perusing your Facebook page. For the next 2                  

Wednesdays starting November 9th, we will be giv-

ing away one holiday gift card per week to a         

random marina resident via Facebook. All you have 

to do is “like” the post to be entered and stay 

tuned for the drawing. If you haven’t liked Foss  

Harbor’s page yet, you’re missing out on important 

updates and super fun stuff. Check us out! 

Boat Decorating Contest & 12 Days of Christmas  

 

Foss Harbor’s boat decorating contest and “12 Days of Christmas” is ON 

for 2022. For the 12 days of Christmas, we will hold a raffle and each day draw a name to win $100 off 

moorage, $50.00 off storage lockers, and many more fun prizes!  

Sign up in the office for the boat decorating contest, where you will win $$$ off of your next month’s 

moorage and bragging rights! Judging will be held Friday, December 16th at 5pm, starting on the 

North end of the marina. 

We look forward to celebrating with you all every year. Stay tuned, watch your email and                           

Facebook—more details to come! The boat decorating contest will be here before you know it, sign 

up in the marina office now and start unraveling those lights!  

 



Hood Street at Pacific Avenue will be closed starting October 31 As early as October 31, 

crews working for the City of Tacoma will close Hood Street at Pacific Avenue to install a storm drain on 

Prairie Line Trail and restore 15th Street and Court A. The northbound travel lane on Hood Street from 

Pacific Avenue near the Tacoma Art Museum will be restricted for up to 4 weeks. Access will be main-

tained southbound on Hood Street and from the south entrance 

near Washington State History Museum parking lot. See map for 

how to access to and from Tacoma Art Museum, the U.S. District 

Court, and Washington State History Museum parking lots.  

Location: Hood Street at Pacific Avenue. See map or approxi-

mate location.  

Schedule: The closure will start as early as October 31 and last 

up to 4 weeks. This closure will be in place 24-hours a day.  

What to expect during this closure:  

• Heavy construction equipment, loud construction noise, dirt, 

and vibrations.  

• Street closure along Hood Street.  

• Access to Hood Avenue will be accessible to vehicles traveling 

southbound from Hood Street and E 15th Street and at the 

southern entrance just south of the Washington State History 

Museum parking lot.  

• Traveling Northbound on Hood Street will be restricted be-

tween Pacific Avenue and S 15th St.  

• Pedestrian detours are signed in the area.  

• Note that start date, duration, and work hours are subject to change.  

 

To sign up for project updates:                                                                                                                                        

Send an email to:  JeffersonHoodProject@cityoftacoma.org.  
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Parasail (Business) Boats and Equipment for Sale!! 
 

Watersports Northwest LLC DBA Pacific Parasail is for sale! Pacific Parasail has been in business in Tacoma since 2003. A local family 

owned business which has created a name for itself amongst the community and the surrounding Puget Sound Region.                                                                                        

Pacific Parasail is a seasonal business and has proved to be profitable over the years. We are looking for new owners / entrepreneurs to 

take the business to the next level. If you are looking for an established business opportunity that has not yet reached its full potential, 

look no further!  We have 2 identical 29-foot Nordic Parasail boats and all the necessary equipment to operate this unique service.  We 

have a long-standing relationship with the Ram Restaurant and Brewery located on the Ruston Way Waterfront where we have operated 

since 2003.  If you have seen the big red parasails on the horizon flying out in Commencement Bay during the Spring and Summer seasons, 

then you know the “Sky is the Limit” for this local business!! 

Please contact Brad Sawaya at 253-353-SAIL (7245) or email Brad@pacificparasail.net for more info.   

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com.  

mailto:Brad@pacificparasail.net

