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                          Following Seas 

 

 

Fall is upon us and another year is drawing 

to a close. As much as we love summer, fall  

offers a welcome respite from the hectic 

and fast-paced nature of boating season in 

the Pacific Northwest. The crisp, cool air 

and shorter days bring a chance to catch 

our collective breath and reflect upon the 

successes and challenges of the summer. 

Most importantly, this is the time of year 

when the Foss Harbor team looks for new 

opportunities and ways to better serve you, 

whether that means offering new amenities 

and services, or by simply making existing                                                                                                                     

processes more convenient and                                                                                                                              

customer-friendly. On that note, thanks to everyone who participated in our summer 2021 tenant survey; we had a  

significant increase in participation and received some great ideas and feedback from our residents. We’re always work-

ing to improve the boater experience at Foss Harbor and we will be unveiling some exciting new services in the coming 

months. Stay tuned for more details!  

 

In other news, I want to take a moment to introduce the newest member of our team, Steve McLenachen, whose photo 

is shown above. Steve has an extensive maritime background, including a 20-year career in the United States Coast 

Guard. He’s passionate about sailing and cruising in the Pacific Northwest and lives aboard here at the marina. We are 

proud to have him join the Foss Harbor family and we’re confident you’ll love him as much as we do! Steve and our  

other newest team member, Elise Wolfer, have been absolute rockstars thus far and they’ve already made a huge impact 

on the rest of us. I firmly believe that this is the best group we’ve ever had and I’m excited to see what the future holds. 

Thanks to all of you for making Foss Harbor the best boating community in the Puget Sound and I hope to see you 

around the marina.  

 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager  

 

Our newest marina team member, Steve McLenachen. Stop in and say hi! 
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Tarin’s October Scuttlebutt 
Fall has arrived and that usually means an end to 

boating season for many. It’s time to store your 

boating attire away and winterize your boat. This off 

season though, I would encourage you to keep  

boating in mind, at least a little. At the recent Marina 

& Boatyard Conference, there were a couple           

discussions I’d like to share with you. 

First, we talked about the state of the boat repair 

industry. Currently, boat repair facilities are seeing 

the same supply chain issues many industries are 

facing. Back orders on parts are making simple            

repairs take weeks to complete. This is compound-

ed by the fact that the industry is experiencing a shortage of qualified technicians and skilled labor. This is further 

complicated as a number of boatyards have closed in the last year or so. Difficulty in getting parts, fewer                               

experienced mechanics and repair folks combined with less repair facilities in general has created a huge backlog of 

repair needs in the Puget Sound area. 

This fall and winter, I would encourage you to not put boating completely out of your mind. That repair or work 

you were planning for spring should likely be scheduled now. The sooner you can get on the books somewhere, the 

sooner you can get in the queue for parts orders and the more likely you are to have a boat ready for the                 

springtime and the beginning of the 2022 boating season. It’s become a reality of life as a boater in Puget Sound, we 

have to start thinking ahead, far ahead, when it comes to planned repairs. 

Planning ahead is also true of our summer boating plans as. Managers and operators of many of the most popular 

destinations in the summer expressed at the conference that you should begin making your summer cruising                   

reservations in January or February. Roche Harbor, one of the most popular San Juan Island locations, is, as of now, 

no longer taking moorage reservations and is instead using an “in-harbor waitlist”. Starting at 8:30 each morning, 

boaters can hail them on the VHF and ask to be placed on that day’s waitlist for moorage. This does not guarantee 

moorage that day. This is a departure from years past and is a result of the huge influx of new boaters visiting our 

favorite spots and the difficulty in managing a reservation system that can see 100+ boats coming and going in a               

single day. The way we have to plan for our days on the water has changed, don’t be left high and dry by failing to 

think ahead.  

Finally, I’d like to touch on a more local issue. I recently had a conversation with one of our Community Liaison              

Officers from the Tacoma Police Department (TPD). The city has approved overtime for foot patrols in the               

downtown and Dock Street areas. They recognize a need for more patrols to stem the influx of crime in the                

downtown core. These foot patrols have already started and we are hopeful that this will help in bringing crime back 

under control. A request has also been made that the officers on night shift make regular patrols through the                 

properties on Dock Street, so expect to see a larger police presence in the area of the marina. It is still up to each 

of us to stay vigilant although. Say hi to the people you see at the marina.  

 



Continued from page 2 

Often, when someone who is up to no good is approached, they will move on because they 

know they have been noticed. It is always ok to introduce yourself and ask 

politely, “Do you have a boat here? Which dock are you on?” Those simple, 

polite questions can be enough to deter a criminal, or at the very least, their 

answer may give you enough reason to contact the marina office or call 911 if 

something doesn’t seem right. Always keep your safety in mind, if you see 

something or someone that just doesn’t seem right, we are always happy to 

check up on it. Help yourself by keeping your car’s interior clean, don’t leave 

bags, paperwork, even charging cables, out in the open. The best help you can get 

in preventing crime is by giving as little opportunity for criminals to have a reason to act.  

I hope you each enjoy our beautiful Puget Sound fall. Remember, there is still some amazing 

cruising to be had, even in the rainy season.  

Be good to one another and I’ll see you on the docks. 

Tarin 
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This is Brutus the salty sea cat. You can tell 

from his stoic and somber expression that he 

has had much experience and many                             

adventures out on the 7 seas.  Either that, or 

he is angry about the outfit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When Brutus is not busy making mice walk the plank,  

he is ordering salty dogs to do his bidding, and they 

obey his every command.  Aye, aye captain! 

Thanks Ian & Liza for your submission! 

 

 

 

PETS ON THE POOP DECK                                           
Do you have a pet on your poop deck? Send your submissions to Melynda@fossharbor.com 
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ATTENTION RESIDENTS WHO FREQUENTLY ORDER FROM AMAZON: 

                       

Recently, Amazon drivers have started to 

sporadically leave packages in a pile       

outside of the marina office after closing. 

We have put out signage asking them not 

to leave packages as this is most definitely 

not a “secure” delivery practice.  

Please take a moment to check your              

Amazon delivery preferences (See                     

example, left. These are our winter 

hours.) and update hours of operation on 

your account so that we can help to make 

sure your packages get to you safely. 

Thanks! 

Foss Harbor Marina Market  

If we don’t carry what                                                         

you want,  just ask! 



                                                                                                      
 

Gameday drinks discount!  
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PLEASE 

CUT  

YOUR  

MASK 

STRINGS! 
 

Every gameday,   

college or pro, we 

are going to take 

10% off of any beer 

or wine!  

Have a favorite beer 

or wine? We’ll            

order it for you,  

just ask!  

 

It’s that time of the year again...                                      

It’s time to remove any old, ripped and loose tarps.  These will 

quickly deteriorate in any upcoming weather. Check your vessel 

often to make sure lines are tight and ready to handle any wind or 

storms that pass by. Give the office a call if you have any questions about dinghy 

storage; we have plenty to offer at a nominal charge. Check your power cords to  

ensure they are not burned or frayed and are maintaining a watertight seal. Crab 

pots, kayaks and fishing gear should be stowed on your vessel or in your dock box.  

Please make sure your finger pier is free of debris, boat cleaning supplies and gear.                     

Stay safe and warm, everyone! 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com. It’s FREE! 
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